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to the Diſſenting Brethren. 
miniſtred (I ſay not by a Romiſh Prieſt) by a Miniſter 
ſo ordained, be not alſo Antichriſtian? (as Anabaptiſts 
do ſometimes object.) And whether he himielf did ever 
to this day renounce and diſclaim his Baptiſm (like e- 
nough done with the Sign of the croſſe, by ſome prela- 
tical Miniſter ) as Antichriſtian 2 Himſelf propounds a 
like Queſtion chus : [ Are Noi thoſe that we jade godly, Mod Al. p. 105. 
and in 4 capacity to make uſe of all the holy Ordinances of 
Worſhip , to be baptized again? ] And he anſwers nega- 
tively, they are not, for this reaſon amongſt others. Be- 
cauſe it is ſuppoſed they have been (though corruptly ) bapti- 
ed already, Now the corruption of any adminiſtration, 
doth not wholly make it void and null, if they had the efien- 
tials of that Ordinance, &c.] He might have been as fa- 
vourable to our Ordination, if he had pleaſed: But he 
may remember and ſatisfie another Query propounded 
by himſelf, ro ſome Anabaptiſts, to be: ſeriouſly conſi- 
dered: C Whether there be any lawfall Baptiſm, where the Paz.71. 
Adminiſtratour hath no lamfull callify therennts ? ] And 
I would propound it, as ſeriouſly to be confidered by 
him; Whether if our Ordination be (as he makes it) 
Antichriſtian, the Adminiſtratour of his Baptiſm, had 
any lawfull calling thereunto, and conſequently whe- 
ther his Baptiſm be law full or null; and he muſt got be 
rebaptized? And thereby gratifie the Anabaptiſts, as in 
others, ſo in this opinion and practice. But I proceed to 
another. | 

. Their preaching as Gifted Brethren, (for ſo they 
only are to all Congregations but their own) hath cau- 
ſed this generall liberty of preaching, by men not in 
Office, of all Trades and Profeſſions; to the contempt 
of the Miniſtry, to the multiplication of ſchiſms, divi- 


ſions, and ſeparations, from their former Mioiſters and 
aA | Churches; 
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Churches; wiileè every man hath liberty to propagate 
his own erroneons notions, aud every man takes the Li- 
cenſe to hear whom he likes beſt, as moſt agreeable ro 
his own opinion. Yea, this very Liberty taken and al- 
lowed by them, hath almoſt brought as much contempt 
upon themſelves, as on the Presbyterian Miniſters, Ma- 
ny of their followers chuſing rather to hear even Boy- 
preachers, then themſelves. Eh 
4. Their placing all power in a particular Congre- 
gation: ee ee without any power of appeal, 


makes an unjuſt cenſure irremedible. For this New-Ene- 


land it (elf affords us 4 freſh and fad inftance, upon the 
report of very credible perſons. There was an Bxcom- 
munication paſſed by the major part of a Congregation 
there, againſta perſon who thought himſelf wronged, 
and deſired his cauſe to be heard, by the Elders of o- 
ther Churches: who, upon the hearing doubted whe- 
ther the Excommunication could be juſtified. And they 
deſired the rehearing ot it. But it wotild not be grant- 
ed by that Congregation, or prevailing party in it: 
whereupon one of the Elders a reverend Paſtor of ano- 
ther Congregation, writes thus to x friend: C It will be 
4 trauble to pour . Ch. nat to have his buſineſſe examined : 
but he muſt conſider hom the caſe is, and look up to heaven, 
fer I can aſſure him there is no help to te had apon earth, till 
the Churches are reformed, ana beceme Preshyterian. I fprak 
ſeriouſly, I think that ſuch things will make ſome incline 10 


tze Presbyterian way, 'who formerly have been as firm In- 


— M. I Independency do not break all the 
hurchesin New-En ys Semi-presbyteri- 
an, Some are decei ved, dc. ] In conſider. tion whereof, 
he gives his adviſe, to divers other Independent Mini- 
ſters, rothink ſeriouſly of the Presbyterian way: and 


divers 


— 


70 the Diffenting Brethren, 


—— 


un 


divers there, are become more moderate then formerly: 
Happy were it for 0/d England if our Diſſenting Bre- 
thren would hearken betimes to this advice; before 
rhey have utterly. broken their own and our Chnr- 
ches. | | 
'5. The power given to a Church-effentiall (as they 
call it) both to chuſe and ordain their own Officers, or 
Miniſters, as it is, and will be a cauſe of many factions 
and diviſions; ſo it will bring the Miniſters maintenance 
to depend upon the peoples benevolence; who may, 
and will upon the leaſt diſlike, reject him, and deny him 
any allowance; which will in a ſhort time deſtroy the 
Miniſtry, diſcourage others from the Miniſteriall cal- 
ling, and confequently ruine Religion. I have ſeen a 
Letter from Nen England to this purpoſe, wherein ad- 
viſing his friend to do his endeavour to preſerve the ſta- 
bliſhed maintenance of the Miniſtry here; He faies 
concerning New-England Minifters thus: Though mo 
of the people here grow wealthy, yet wet one Miniſter alms77, 
hath from the people a competency to maintain himfelf” and 
family, except he have an eſt ateof hi own -] One main de- 
ſign of the Anabaptiſts or Jeſuites, in crying down 
Tithes here, is to deſtroy both Miniſtry at preſent, and 
Learning for the time to come, when there ſhall be no 
certain eſtabliſhment of a ſubſiſtence in that calling. 
How far our brethren have been aſſiſtant ro this deſign, 
Iwiſtrthem feriouſly to conſider. 

6. It is the obſervation of many both learned and 
godly, That many of thoſe that once decline from us 
to the Independent way, ſtay not long with them, but 
fall preſently into Anabaptiſm, from thence to Fami- 
hſm, from thence to Rantiſm, even the utmoſt of blaf- 
phemy and prophaneneſſe: Some poor fouls have tired 

a 2 tthemſelves 
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themſelves in ſeeking aud trying all the New waies of 
Religion, and after a weary vagary to finde the truth, 
which they loſt, have returned home by weeping croſſe. 
But few there are that do ſo; which is a Lamentation, 
and ſhall be for a Lamentation. Yea, it is obſerved, that 
thoſe that run not intothoſe extremities of errours, blaſ- 
phemy and prophaneſſe; yet fall ſtrangely from the 
power and practice of godlineſſe, wherein ſometimes 
they walked, and grow more remiſſe and looſe, in ſe- 


cret and family duties, in ſanctification of the Sab- 


bath, cc. of which many holy men in former times and 
later, have found and ſaid, [That it was the Nurſe of ſo 
much piety in Old England, and the glory of our Church 
and Natien ] Little did we think, chat _ who out- 
ſtood the Sabbaticall profanations of the Prelates, their 
reproaches and ſcoffs of purity, preciſeneſſe and ſtrict- 
neſſe (as they called it) would have ſo ſoon declined 
to the ſame looſeneſſe with them, upona new pretend- 
ed principle of Chriſtian Liberty, or Liberty of con- 
ſcience. But we ſee that to be true; [ That the Sun (of 
Toleration) can do that with a Traveller, to mate him ca 
aſide his garment which the Hormy windes (of perſecution) 
could not do.] 3 
7. And laſtly, To adde no more, Thoſe ſad and ne- 

ver enough to be lamented Diviſions, in Towns, Con- 
5 and Families; thoſe animoſit ies, jealouſies, 

icterneſſes, heart · burnings, amongſt brethren; attend- 
ed with ſo much contempt and ſcorn of thoſe Church- 
es and brethren, they have forſaken , being the fruits of 
this New Way; make it more then probable, this way 
is not the way of Chriſt. It is obſervable, that as ſoon 
as ever any begin to decline from us, though they were 
the entireſt boſome friends before, U ſuch 1 100k. ſweet 


counſel 


„* 


to the Diſſenting Brethren. 


counſel together, walking te te Houſe Go together as 
72 : ] faſting and praying together often, in publie 
and private; communicating at the ſame Table of the 
Lord, & c. after all this,they firſt withdraw and eſtrange 
themſelves, then come to ſlight both us, our Ordinan- 
ces and Miniſtry, as well as our perſons : and in ſome 
it ends in an open or ſecret oppoſition, and it's to be 
feared atlaſt it will end in hotteſt perſecution. The Spi- 
rit of Chriſt is a ſpirit of meekneſſe, gentleneſſe, and 
forbearance: The way of Chriſt, andthe wiſedomwhirh 
1 from above, firt pure, then peaceable, gentle, eaſie to be 
entreated, &c. | 
Theſe conſiderations of the evil fruits of the Inde. 
pendent way (ſo called) I doe not therefore exem- 
lifie ( God is witneſle ) to caſt reproach upon the per- 
— of any of that way, who are (as I truſt, many are) 
truly godly, but only to give them occaſion ſeriouſly to 
review the principles by which they walk. And I would 
humbly entreat them to reade the following diſcourſes, 
without prejudice or partialityz and then judge, whe- 
ther there be not a Diſcovery made of the weakneſſe of 
the foundation of their way: And if it prove ſo to be, 
to retract what they have more weakly built upon it, 
for the glory of God, and the peace of the Churches. 
If any ſay, you have ſaid much againſt their way, but 
nothing, or little, for the goodneſſe of the 3 | 
way. I anſwer, Enough hath been ſaid for it already, 
by the London Divines, in their us Divinum Regiminis 
Eceleſiaſtici; and the Vindication of the Presbyterian Go- 
vernment by the Province there: This to me is a very 
probable argument of the goodneſſe of the Presbyteri- 
an way, That all ſorts of men, Athieſts, Papiſts, Epiſ- 


copal, Anabaptiſts, all Sectaries, and prophane 1 
a 3 0 


"The Ee e. 


"qo ſo much oppoſe x. That way (aid he) muſt needs 
that Nero perſecutes: lungs moſt of theſe, 
i eſpecially like Nite wel of, and comply with the 
way, as N more Liberty then the 
Tone monroe” des that, the fruits of the Pres- 
byterian Government, inother = — e- 
ſpecially in the preventing or | ng oferrours, he- 
22 ad 3 fpeaks ſu ly for it. 
| badallg ſome thoughts, to have vindicated the Pres- 
byrerian government from thoſe unjuſt aſperſions caſt 
upon itby M. . in his Model, p. 38. &. but they are ei- 
ther ſo weak or ſo falſe, — they fall by eheir own 
he before an indifferent and intelligent Reader. I 
now ſtay the Reader no longer in the porch, but 
— — Deſiring che Dif- 
ſenting Brethren with ſingle and impartiall Judgements 
to conſider the miſerable renrs and diviſions, the errors, 
bereſies and blaſphemies broken out in this Church of 
England, ſince their way got footing and countenance 
vs and man (inthe fear of God ) to ſtudy how 
they Fa lag 7 - Lorry nu thoſe breaches made, and re- 
ruth a 


nd Peace loft, to this diſtracted and 
almoſt deſtroied Church, Une, 


To the Preface. 


He Aatbour of Vind. Clav. did wat therefore com. 
cal lu name, that he might ſceretly accuſe Whom 
be durft not openly charge; but for other reaſons 
made known to, and approved of by Reverend and 
Brethren here, Ner was there any med ( af- 
ter the Roman cuſtom ) for lim to m bineſelf 
face 16 face; eſpecially when be charged nothing clanicn/ar, but what * 
he fimnd; and any might finde publikely in the Antheurs own books, 
Anil had not the Subject and Titles of hu books ci/covered bim, be 
did not fo much as name bim in a his book, but onty the firſt letters 
of bi name: d xcept ence by citing the word: of the Prefacer ito The 
Way, in their Epiftle. Love (it ij true] @ the beſt way to heal diſe 
ſentions ; but it © rather love of thr: Truth, then of mens perſons, 
; thoſe muſt be ſevered, wind this the Amthony of Vind. Clav. 
* thought be manfsſted, i hi vindivation of it from theſe erronre 
and cantradictions, which he and (as le f il iar )in theſe bob 
le nndertook, Tea, he tbonght be comdd not better forw iu love tothe 
Reverend Amthowr, then by mami fling his errours; as well aa the 
weakneſſes of that Way, wherein be i Leader to many (ſuch is the 
reſpett to buy —_—_ beſides the way of Truth. Amicus Plato, &c, 
And whoſe books do moſ} breathe luſt cocoptention, hu, who di/< 
covers erronys, or theirs, Who defend them, bring diſcovered , u left 
to the judgement of all indifferent Readers, 
2, There i no doubt but the name of the Aut hour of Vind. Clav. 
a Well exongh knows, to this Reverend Brother, by infirmation of 
ſome from hence, He one, wos 1 known t0 honour and reve· 


rence his pern, worth, aud bolineſſe, a much as any man; and ac 


ſorry to ſis him ſe miſtake bs way. One ht i, that came to the reads. 


mg 


ces whereof are found to be ſo dangerous tot 


The Preface. 


— — 


| ing of 7 books, with praier and fincerity, to finde, ard ſubmit to 


the [ruth found; But when be ſaw, that he [walked not upright. 
ly according to the Truth of the Goſpel, ] be ebought is his duty 
10 nithſtand bim (as Paul did Peter] ante vindicate the Truth 
ſuppreſſed, and the Keys uſurped into the hands of the rig hi owners. 


And ibat ia the proper ſenſe of the word Vindiciz : The un ſer tion 


of Liberty er Freedom for the oppreſſed. It was not therefore an ar- 
gnment of much love, to me the word in the worſer part, and to 
call the Authoar by the name of vindex, ( which /ometimes alſo ſig- 
niþes a Redreſiour of things, or a Defender or Reſtorer of Leber- 
ty) much leſſe the Avenger: i C tbe title and purport of the 


Book did bold him forth to be a man of Revenge: ] Fer a there 
| Wa no reaſen (no for 


mer difference being between them )ſo there ap- 
pears no foorſtep of Revenge, in all his diſcourſe. The purport of the 
book, was not to revenge bimſelf, but to vindic ate, that is, to reſcue 
Trat, which be thought he ſaw oppre ſſed not ſo much by the ſtrength 
of Reaſon, as by the Authority of men in reputation for learning 
and bolineſſe. Aud he thinks, (and ſo do others with bim) there 1 
more ance of Revenge in the names of Vindex and Avenger 
pat upon him unjuſtly ( beſides the ſlighting of bim in the fhortne ſſe 
of the Reply, of .which more hereafter ) then i to be found in all his 
proceedings, If there be any phraſe or paſſage too ſharp, or wnbeſerm- 
ing the gravity of either party ( as he beys pardon fir it, ſo ) be de- 
fires it may be imputed to that zeal he be mo the Trath, and to the 
e owls of man ſeduced into 4 miſcbis voa rh Con/equen- 


1 Church of England, 
A threatning its utter deſolation, 

3 · But what ies be to the charge (in the Title page) of weak- 
ve ſſes and contradiftions ? If ( ſaies be) Chriſt may have any glo- 
ry by that, I ſhall willingly acknowledge that I am made up of 
weakneſſes and contradictions; | If thoſe bad been charged up- 
en bu perſon, be had anſweredreli iauſly: Bat if it be only in tend- 
ed againſt bis way, be anſwers nothing: Or if this were really con- 
Fed. it would be not only tothe glory of (riſt, but his own alſo, 
But if it be (41 # rather appears to be, by his Defence of thoſe weak- 
neſſes and contr adi ions ) only mod: ſth Spoken, 4s intimating the 
centrary, ſarely-Chrift ſhall have little glory from that, and bim- 
[elf leſſe. There v a way to ſeek glory, by hung it, and that is, na 


glory, 


1 


. 
4 2 PR 
. __ 
R * * : — . 
- . 2 
1 
a> 


I 


* a” FEET 


The Preface. | 


gie ſates the een v men. B ut when he appliert bat 10 bi fon | 
which was ſpokes of his books,” be does but elude the charge, Ad 


unſver iu. Gn hg £5 4 | r 

4. Nevertheleſſe ( ties be) all this will nor argue that which 
the Avenger ſaith, He bath heard that I have often altered my- 
judgement ſince I went to New- England, c. T bat tho Aſſertor 


(notthe Avenger) hath beard ſo, and that of ſome near and atar 1c, pag. 16. 


friend: of bus, u trus; and be hath found, that another ( whons be 
under iu bes) bath beard ſo tos: Rut that he bath altered bis judęe- 
ment, and that to contradiftion, in bu two T rafts, The Keys, aud 
The Way, Vindex,the Aﬀertor, thinks he hath male to appear in 
Vind.Clav. beyond any reaſonable contradiction, and ſhall do more 
in this, Now when he ſaies, ¶ He ſees by the firſt words of the 
Way, that the Publiſhers had not the Copy taken from him, but 
an imperfect Tranſcript :] he lues 4 fonndation for the eluding 
of all, or ſoms at leaſt of the objected miſtaber; by diſclaimmg 
their Copy: But then he looſes this ground again, when he ſaien: 
I do beleeve what the Publiſhers do report ( and they had it 
his own Letters, as they ſay,) Thar ſet ting aſide ſome dif- 
ference in Logical terms, there is no material difference between 
the Keys and the Way, either in doctrine of Divinity or Church- 
practice; ] which i to own the Differences and Contradiftions 
between thoſe Trafts, if any ſuch be proved: Of Which in the 


next. 
5. it Was objeted, that the Authouy of thoſe T rats, did as 


flatly centradict bimſylf, as ever any man did: For in the Keys he 
ſaith, L The Keys were delivered to Peter, as an Apoſtle, as an 
Elder, and as a Beleever ; ] But in the Way, he faith, | They are a 

iven to Peter, not as an Apoſtle, not as an Elder, but as a ? 
Beleever : ] 1s not this a flat contradiftion ? There is a threes 
fold anſwer given to thus Oljeſtion. 

t. The words ( ſaies he ) are not mine, but the Aſſertors, ] 
The Words à they are contracted are not bis in terminis, but if 
they be not his, in their ſenſe, let Reaſon judge: lu the Keys, ex- 
5 r F thoſe Words, ¶ To thee will I give the Keys, 
Ce. be ſaies, [ It bath proved a buſie Quettion, How Feter is 
to be conſidered in receiviag the power of the Keys; whether 


as an Apoſtle, or as an Elder, or , a Beleever: Now becaiſe, 
5A we 
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The Preface. 5 
TE ite as well ſtudious of peace as-of truth, we will not lean 


of theſe interpretations moro then to another: ( To 
— „ the ſenſe 


. 


of the — will be moſt full, if all the ſeveral conſiderations 


be talen jointly together: Take Peter conſidered, not as an A- 


poſtle only, but an Elder alſo, and a Beleever too, all may well 


Aasd together: Does not this Diſcomrſe clearly bold v. 3 


Pr u the ſenſe of that Text, The Keys were de 
ie Apoſtle, a au Elder, aud 41 a Belrever tas: (at 


| oy 
See Keys pig. 5 Well hand rogether,). Aud: now unde the words of the Way; ( In 
If Peter then the Goſpel of Chriſt, the power of the Keys is given to Peter, 
received the not as an Apoſtle, nor as an Elder, but as a profelt Beleever: ] 


whole power 
of the Keys, 
then he ſtood 


And n not tha a flat contradiftion ? andthat 4s ever man pate 
( for comradiftions de not recipere magis & minus : ) Tec, this 


in the room of {atterpropeſition icagein contraditied, in this very Defence, when 


received auy 


P.22, be (gies, [| Peter in his lowelt relation in the Church, 


all ſuch as haze 23, | 
3 profeſt beleever) had his ſhare in the power of the Keys; 


part ot the 


not that he had his (ſhare in the whole power of the Keys, as a 


ons Spe» profeſt Beleever: but that he had other parts of the power of 
ders, or Chur. the Keys, as an Elder, and as an Apoſtle, immediatly given him 


ches, 


A, nor as. an Elder, therefore 


. Now 1 this be nov 4s mach as to 
ſag, {Peter had the power of the Keys given him as an Apoſtle, 
as an Elder, and as a Beleever: which is a flat contradiction to 
the other; The power of the Keys is given to Peter; not as an 
Apoitls, not as an Elder, but as a profeit beleever :] His Apolo- 
£3 wakerie worſe, ¶ Iris (ies be ) x trivial rudiment in Schools, 
whatſoever is ributed to any as ſuch, is given to all as ſuch u- 
niverially, reciprocally, and only; If the Keys were given to 
Peter as an Apolile, then to all the Apoſtles, and only to the 
22 Now aſſume ; Bat the Keyt were given to Peter av an 
Hie, ( ſaicr he in the Keys) Woe they were given only to 
Apoſtles ; and ſo not to beleevers as ſuch: A argus th: If 
the Keys were given to Peter, not 48 an Apoiile, not as an | 


Buder, 
4. «1 a Beleever, then to all Belevvers, and only 10 Belliver: - 


But ( ties the Nah the Keys were not given to Peter 4s an Apo- 


were given te a Beleevers 


( omen and all ) and enly 3 What the ny 
| the 
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| ThePreface. 


the Keys ſap, helps nor ff the comratithion at all; The diſpoſal 
2 


) of this power may lie in a due allotment into divers 
hands, &c. rather then in an entire and ſole Truſt, to one man, 
or any ſort or rank of men or Officers :] For they agree not with 


their Authour, nor he with them He ſairs, this power of the Keys 

given only to Beleevers : T hey ſay, it is put imo divers hand; 
and it not this a contradiftion ? Bur he takes himſelf wronged by 
the Aſſerter, afferming him to place all the power in one ſort of men, 
"in that place z The Way, pag. 45. which in the ſame paſſage he does 
deny, [They (the brethren ) may not adminiſter Sacrzments in 
defer of all Officers; ] Truly this is to diſcover the contr adiftion 
mores For if the Keys be delivered to beleevers only as ſach, then 
the power of admins Sacr aments u given to them: for that 1 
apart of the power of the Keys: But he aſſerts the former in «the 
Way, pay. 27. therefore, T ake lis own Propoſition, or ar gumeent , 


aquatenus tale; [If Peter had received the power of the Keys, 


quae Apoſtulus, or quatenus Prezbyter, then only Apoſtles, 
or only Elders had received all Church-power : ] Does it not 
follow as well, If Peter received the power of the Keys, quatenus 4 
Beltever, then only Beleevers had received all ¶ burch-power? Bat 
Peter received the power of the Keys, quatenus a Beleever, (not 
as an Apoſtle, nor as an Elder ) ſaves he exprefly, The Way, BO 
Therefore only beleevers have received all (burch-power. And if 
all Church-poiwer, then of admimiſtring Sacraments, which be af. 
ter denies: Beſides, in the place named (the Way, pag· 45.) be 
gives the brethren the greater part of ¶ hurch. power, viz. to or- 


dain and excommunicate all their Officers: Which are the bighe#t 


Ad, of Rule ( as be elfewhere ſpeaks ) therefore he may not deny 
them the leſſer to adminiſter Sacramems: Tet he ſaies, ¶ He that 
ſaith, Peter received the power of the Keys, as in the room of 
all forts of Officers and members, he affirmerh that Peter re- 
ceived all Charch-power, found in Beleevers, Officers, or Bre- 
thren : And is there any paſlage in the Keys, which croſſeth or 


contradicteth this ꝰ j The A ſertor did not ſay there Was any p. 


age is the Keys, that contradifts ibis; but he ſtill ſaies (as then be 
fasd) there is a paſſage inthe Way, that not only croſſes, but contra- 
di: this, and that flatly, as never man more; Thas, le that ſaies, 
Peter received the Keys, not 4s an Fa wor 46 an E m- _ 
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| Tube Preface. 
(thats, only ) A Beleever, contradifls that : 4s. now is evident 
| — a ſecond anſwer is given to help out the for ft | If there 
had been iome difference: between the Way and 'the Keys, in 
fome expreſſions ; yet (as the Prafacers, Gr.) it lay rather in 
Logical terms, then in doctrine, or Church-praQice, and ſuch is 
this, about the firſt ſubject of the power of the Keys, ec. J Had 
it bren only aleſſer difference about a Logical notion ( as be minces 
it) the Aſſertor had not obſerved it : but a difference (ef the highs 
eft magnitude) to contradiftion, in delivering anew way, © very 
remarkable : How ſball we be brought to agree with tbem that con- 
rad} not only one anot ber, but one man himſelf ? 2, The firſt 
ſubjeft is indeed a Logical term, but the matter diſcourſed & do- 
Hxinal Divinity; and whatever the practice be, is i in Divinity 
A well a in Logick, acontradiflion to ſay, The Keys were given 
to Peter 4 Beletver only, and to Peter a an Apoſtle and Elder 
00: To ſay, all the power of the Keys iv given to the Brethren, as 
Beletvers ; and yet to ſay, The: power of adminiſtring Sacraments 
i not given to them, And if the prattice be not ſutable to the do- 
Arine, it makes yet a more remarkable FA ta : Why thus alſo 
told ws, The Way, p.45. L They. ( the brethren ) might proceed 
againſt all Officers as well as one, yet in ſuch caſes our Churches 
are never wont to proceed, but in the preſence, and with the 
conſent and approbation of other Churches J Pat then their 
D oftrine and practice agree not, which is the greater blemiſh,. ſecs 
ing they hold that pon ex of the Charchto be jure divino, and imme- 
Au from C 10. And as for aiminiftration of Sacraments, and 
preaching the Word ordinarily, we kyow not what you pra ctiſe in 
New-England ; bt we are ſure in Old-England, They tlat Were 
prone: FI new, 7 wer. 4 or hate renounced their Ordinati- 

ot h preach and admini ter Sacr | 

pratlice jb at & one another. Does a 

3. Therewet 4 third anſwer to ſuccour both the former : | 
were no juſt matter of calumny,if ©} us latter — — . 1 
retract or expteſſe morecommodiouſly what I wrote in a former 
leſſe ſafely: as Auguſtine &c. ] Truly Sir, it bad been no juſt mat- 
ter ef calummy ſo to do; but of bononr and re pums ion rather, Bat to 
ade raullinn, ande take.no notice of then, till obſerved by 


others ; 
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others; and then to be fo fav fFomretralling, as to fand upon juf 


4 £0 « 
fication A them, is nothing like S. Auguſtines practice, and/o 1 
7 | | 


ſhort of ion, | 

Tiere are in that Epiſtle Prafatory, 4s alſo in the eAnimaduer fie 
eus upon the Epiſtle to the Keys, other differences obſerved, le. 
icon their Authour and the Prefacers ; but he is not plaaſad to take 
notice of them; It is tos hard perhaps to reconcils others with hime- 

ſelf: It i well if he can reconcile himſelſ to himſelf : Which how, 
and how far he is pleaſed to do, We now follow him to conſider, 


Errata, 


Age J. line 10. for on reade or. p.. 1.15. for not r. yet. and pyr in be in the 
of the line. p. 11. I. 17. for ſent r. ſhus, p. 12. 1-29. for declared r. enlar- 
gar. p-24- in marg. for 7. r. 3. p. 3 4. I. 3. after elſe put in then but. p. 37. l. 12. 


r. « Ibid 1.28. for wickednefes r. weakneſſes. p. 3 8. I. 3. for new 
GOES 1. for fill r. full. p.33. wh Criticall r. c p. 7 2. J. 8. 
for Congregation r. Corporation. p. 7 5. I. 34. for promiſes r · premiſes. p. 8 3. I. 27. 
for oratro x. operatis. p. 89. l. 3 1. for if r. & . p. 93. l. 15. r. bis meaning and theirs 
to be as. p.97. I. 14. for precious r, previous. p. 104. I. 3. for confederation r. con- 
federation. p. 106. 1. 27. for both r. bu. p. 12 1. I. 1. for entruſted r. imereſted. 
p- 125. l. 1. after before,put in, u. 
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25 
A double minded man i; unſtable i in all his waies. 
Veritas ſimplex, error multiplex. 
on ———— 


JINDICLE VINDICLIARUM. 


— 


CAA PTERI. 


, Sncrtion I. 


of the Church to which Chriſt committed the power of 
the Keys. 


He Queſtion between us in this firſt Sci. 
Ce ov, was concerning the meaning of thoſe 
words, The Kingdom of heaven, in Mat. 
16.19. and conſequently, Nhat Church 
it was to which the Keys were by Chriſt 
committed. For the finding our where. 
of I proceeded by a diſtinction, It the 
4 Kingdom of heaven did there ſigniſie 
the Charch ; it muſt either be taken 1. Of the »viſb4 Church 
of true believers, oppoſed to Reprobates. 2. The Carbolike vis 
foble Church oppoſed ro Heathens ; or (as you in anſwering the 
ane pe 2- ob Keys) tothe World. 3. Or a particular 
Congregation, 


on ive me leave I pray to be now a little more 


thoſe words, and the term of the queſtion. | 
I. What is meant by the Kingdom of heaven, whereof the 
Keys arc here given to Peter. The Xing 
pture uſage, ſignifies, either 1. The King 
quently ) oc 2. The Kingdom 3 grace, az in ſome places, raed 5 
ä 8 


exact in ſtating the queſtion, by enquiring what is the ſenſe of, pst ig 
meant by the 
Kingdom ot 
dom of heaven in Scri- Heaven. 

om of glory ( as fre- _ glory. 


— 


Chap. 1. Vindicie Vindiciarum, Sect. 1. 


the beginning of or firſt ſtep into that Kingdom of glory, Or 
3. It ligoiſies both the 1 7778 of grace and glory. And we 

are both agreed, that in this text it ſigoifies both: My firſt 

words in Vd. Cley. grant it, and you affirm it; L By the 

et Kingdom of heaven here, is meant, both the Kingdom of 

ti grace, Which is the Church, and the Kingdom of glory which 

eis in the hipheſt lieavens.] And yon give a very good reaſon 

for it; [For ( fay yon) Chriſt giving to Pexey the Keys of the 

Kingdom of heaven, conveyeth therewith not only this pow- 

tc ex to binde on earth ( that is, in the Church on earth, for he- 
gave him no power at all to binde in the world; the Kingdom 

* of Chriſt is not of thi world) but he gives him alſo this privi- 

te ledge, That what he bound on earth ſhould be bound in hea- 

*yenz And heaven being diſtinguiſhed from the Church on 

t earth, mult needs be meant of the kingdom of (glory. ] Let 

this be remembred againſt anon. | 


2. What that 
Church is to 
whom the 


dom of heaven, be cals 


Kin 
K * Sy Ge K 1 5 
DE 1 882 15 Chet.) We mull” enquire what” Church, 
his Church it is to which che Keys are given: 


ſervation; For it is 
this que ſti 
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Chap. . * 
2 The Caholike viſible Churth centainifip the whole, multi- 2. The viiible 
tude of profeſorvof Religion, eſect or hypockites, in this world, 1 
as oppoſed to the Church of the Jews, or to the men of the © 
world So it is taken Ac. 5. 11. and 8,3, atleaſt as contra. diſtiu- 
guiſted to a particular\,Congregation, 3 
2. For ſome parts of the Church, to whom is attributed the 2. For ſome 
name of the whole, from their Aſſemb/izg together in different parts of the 
combinations ; And then it is taken, | Church in 
I, Fora particular Congregation, or particular Saints, aſſem- ae penned 
bled together; and this again is by ſome diſtinguiſhed into PE —— 
t. Political or Organcal, conſiſting of Officers and Mem- tion, and that 
bers, as the Integral parts thereof; and thole Congregations à Church 
being members of the Catholike viſible Church, as Iategral !. Foliticall. 
parts thereof. The texts are obvious where it is ſo taken. 8 
2. Entitive ( as they call it) or Eſſential, conſiſting only of · Eatitive. 
a company of Saints combined by conſent, without any Off. 
cers : So the Reverend M. Hooker and others uſe to ſpeak. But 
(chat I may note it by the way) to me, This Enritive (hurch 
(ſo called) ſeems rather to be a notion, never exiſting, but in 
mens fancy, in the Reſolution or Analyſis of a Church into its 
materials, or elſe it is very improperij called a Church: To my 
obſervation and underſtanding hitherto, there is not in Scri- 
pture ſuch an Extitive Church to be found, gathered, and exiſt- 
ing without any Officers. That pace 48.15. 4 22. produced by 
the learned and judicious M. Hudſon, in his vind.pag.3. where he 
ſaies [_** Church is taken for the members as diſtin from Of- 
te ficers, ] doth not hold out a ( urch Entitive, without any 
Otficers (for that had Officers) but only diſtinguiſheth the 
Integrall parts of that Church, into Officers and members: The 
ſenſe is no more but this, either it means, The Apoſtles and 
Elders, with the reſt of the Church members; or (if the Church 
was then diſtinguiſhed into divers Congtegations) it takes in all 
the ys yen as the whole Church: for ſo the words are 
exprefled verſ. 2. the Whole Church: And your ſelf call that 
which we call che (atholihe viſible Church, by the name of the 
Whole Charch; when you ſay here pag. 3. L“ The whole Church 
Cor which is all one, the Cathollke Church) may be viſible in 
te her ſingular members ] However it appears not, that then 
| B 2 ; there 


Chap. I. 


— 


there was any Entities Church, e p 

other Text, 40. 14. 23. ſeems rather to imply it C. And when 
they had ordained them Elders in every Church I is if there 
bad been Churches gathered and exiſting without any Office rs. 
But the ſenſe of the place may be this, when they had gathered 
and ſetled Charches, of Elders and members, both at once; So 
ſoon as there were members enough to make 2 Church, they ot- 
dained them Elders, and made them a political Church: If not 


| ſo, yet the Apoſtles Paul and Barnabas, were Officers to them, 


2. The Offi. 
cers of the 
Church. 


3+ Ho the 


ro 
whet 
1. Object ite. 


2. Subject ivd. 


Fuat of them te ber Officers; 


before ; Cathelick Officers to them as yet members only of the 
Catholick Church; and now they being to depart ordained 
them E/ders in their ſtead, and made them particular political 
Churches. If thoſe members were not confederate by conſent 
{ whereof the Scripture ſaies nothing) they themſelves ſay, they 


were not a Clureb, but only Materials of a Church, and ſo mem- 


bers of the Catbolike Church only, or of none. I (hall fay 
ſomething more to this in another place; I preſcribe not to any 
mans jud gement, but ſubmit it to conſideration, and proceed. 
2. A82 Congregation is called a Church, as atore; ſo ſome- 
times the Officers not only as diſtinguiſhed, but as ſeparated in- 
to a (or, are called che Church: Our Saviour alludiog to that 
caltome amongſt the Jews; and not relating to a Congregatio- 
v Church. not yet K aon, nor yet in being: And now the 
queſtion returns upon us, To what Church of all theſe, the 
keys were committed, Some ſay one thing, ſome another : you 


fay, to the particular Congregation, Which we ſhall conſider 
When we have added 3 g | ; oy 


- 3+ It is to be conſidered in this queſtion, when the Xey- ire 


Keys are given faid to be given tothe Church ( which is never ſaid expreſl 
——_ Scripture ) how they are Adee t laid expreily in 


to be given to the Charch, 
Whether i. Objeftive, that the Church * objet of the ex- 
ereiſe of the Keys, that is, they ate given forthe good and be- 
nefit of the Church: Or 2, Sxbjeftive, that the Church is the 


Sabjed Recipient, to i oy and exerciſe the Keys: and this, 


either ty by her ſelf, in whole, or in part, without Offi- 
cers 3 or medi e pr ; that b eee the Charch 
be the next and firſt ſubjeR of the Keys, to convey them or any 
Or that ſhe is ſaid to be 

| the 
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Chap. 1. with A. Corron. Sect. 1. 


the remote ſobjelt, as including the Officers, to whom prima- 
rily and immediatly Chriit bath committed the Keys for the 
good of the Church; as fight is immediatly intruſted with the 

and benefit of the whole body. And if it 


et, for the good ” 
ſhould happen that any power of the Keys ſpould appear to be 
given to the Church as diſtin from her Officers; whether it 


belong firſt to the Catholike viſible (hnrch, or ton particular 


regation. The Queſtion: then is clearly this . Whether 
*che Keys of the Kingdom of heaven be given ſubjectivs to 
« the Chucch-Catholike in ker Officers, on the particular Con- 
c oregation without (or with) her Officers, ] 

And now we (hall conſider what you reſo/ve, upon this que- 
ſtion ; Thus you aſſert. DL The Church to which the Lord Je- 
«ſus committed the Keyes of the Kingdom of Heaven, Match. 
te 16. ag. is catus Fidilium, commonly called a particular viſible 
Church, & c. To which I anſwered (not as an Avenger, thete 
is not the leaſt colour of that, but as an Aſſertor, giving alſo my 


. realons) Of all the reſt, this is the moſt improbable ſenſe of our 


Saviours words, if by the Kingdom of Heaven, on earth, he 
meaneth that Church of which he ſpake in ver/c18, But that 
was cither the Catholiłe viſible Church; or rather the 1nviSble 
w1/ticall Church, cc. That one, or both of theſe (for by my 
word rat ber, Ido not exclude the other) is meant, and that pri- 
maril y, is come ſtill moſt probable ; upon theſe reaſons. 

1. This being the ficſt time, that the Church ( my Church, 
the evangelical Church is named, it is not probable, that our 
Saviour, would intend it onely of a particular Congregation, hut 
of the Catholike Church; far that is primarily Chriſts Church, 
and that is properly built upon the rock; and againſt that the 
gates of bell {hall never prevail; whereas, (as I ſay afterwards) 
particular Churches may fail, and have failed, There is farre 
more colour for a particular Church to be meant. Mattb. 1 8. 
17. Tel the Church: becauſe c ,. is executed in a 
particular Church firſt, and conſequently in the (arholike Church: 
but there is not any ſbadom for ic in the ©. in hand, Did Chriſt 
mean, I will build my Church, that is, a partscular Churchone- 
ly, upon this rock, and not rather the Carbs, Church, and 
the particular ſecondarily, 8s 2 mer ther le may bea 

| B 3 <.'ltion. 
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Chap. 1. Vindiciæ V indici arum. Sect.i. 


queſtion between the /nviſble, and Viſibis Cutholike Church, 
which is meant there, { — but none, t ill of late, ſo much 
2s made the queſtion, betwixt the Catholike and particular 
Church. | 
2. Peter, Was an Apoſtle, and had given to him the Keyes pf 
the Catholike Church, not of any particular Church; for he 
(and fo his fellow- Apoſtles) were never Paitors of any par- 
ticulat Church: theretore, it ſeems more reaſonable, that the 
Catbolib Churchis there meant. They had habitualy the Keyes 
of particular Churches, in the Catholike; as Paſtors have habi- 
tually the Keyes of the Carboliks Church, in à particular: They 
were actually Elders of the whole Church; as Paſtors are analy 
. Elders of a particular Church. 

3. The Keyes of the Kingdom of Heaven, that is, the Church, 
are given to Peter, as diſtinguiſhed from the Church, therefore 
they are not there given to the Church. As if a Lora ſhould (ay 
to him whom he conſtitutes his Steward, I give to thee the 

Keyes of the Family, to open and ſhur tho doors of the Houſe; 
could the ſervants, or children, or any for them, 'conclude from 
this grant, the Keyes were given to the Family 2 was Peter the 
Cburch to whom the Keyes of the Church were given? And 
therefore, as 4fr»ſting this ſenle of this Scripture, you ſay, (5 
you had ſaid of the other Apoſtles and Elders ) [The Chureh 
*0rCongregation of profeſied believers received chat portion al- 
* ſoo Church. power, whieh belonged unto them, it not there, 
(chat is, in this text in hand) yet elſewhere.] Not here for cer- 
tain; whether elſewhere or no, (hall be tried hereafrer, It is 
not a reaſonableconfiruttion of this text; to ſay, I give to thee 
the eyes of the Kingdom of Heaven that is, of the Church: 
and to mean, I give to the Church, the Keyes of the Church, 1 
laid therefore, (and I think truly; ) chat of all the reſt this is the 
moſt improbable ſenſe of our Saviours words that it is a parti- 
cular Church, to which che Keyes were given, Matrh,26.19. It 

mult chen be taken of rhe C arvolike Church, either Inviſible, or 
Viſible, or none 1 
But you are pleaſed to tale away the ſubject of this queſtion, 
denying any Cantolike viſtble Church : C For (fay you) I do 
not read, chat the Scripture any wire, acknowledges 2 Cxrho- 
* „ ce like 
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«like viſible Church at all.] It is ſuppoſed by very Judicious 
Divines, that you may read of it often in Scripture, and in this 
place for one. It cannot be denied, but the Gharch,is often put 
for the whole multitude of beleevers, whether in truth, or in 
ſhew only : Ad. 3. Saul made havock of the Church: and 
Ach 13.1, &c. It was not any particular Church, but any ot any 
Churches, any of that way, As 9.3, which mult needs ſigniſie 
the Church indefinitely as oppoſed to the Worla, not any parti- 
cular Church: Nor was it the Cathelike Inviſible Church that 
they perſecuted, as ſuch;for they could not nom them to be ſuch: 
Therefore it muſt be the Catholike Yifble Church. Beſides, 
your ſelf ana wates confeſſe it, in the following words; Though 
the Whole Church, (or which is all one, the Cat holike Church) 
© may be viſible, in her ſingular members, & c. ] Is not this to 
confeſſe a Catholike viſible Church? But (ſay you) .“ So they 
are not a Church: or though it may be viſible in rhe ſeverall 
ic particular Congregations, yet none of them is Catholike. ] I 
hope you do not imagine, that any is ſo ſimple, to think that che 
Whole Charch tan be ſeen at once; D. A. ſaid well, Eccleſia non 
m fim vifrbitis + The Church (he means the Carbolike 
Church) is not all viſible at once or at one view: then it were 
more then vi#h/#, even viſa: not viſible fo much as ſeen; I 
know you obſerve the difference: But if the whole Church be 
viſeble in her members, whether in the particular perſons,or par- 
ticulat Congtegations, is not the whole vi ſilie, though not via, 
ſeen at once? No more is the whole world viſible, but in its 
parts, yer the world is viſible: No more is a Congregation of 
many perſons viſible, that is, ſeen at once; yet you will not ſay 
but the whole is viſible.” True, but then v of thoſe particular 
Congregations are Catholike, “ The Catholike Church, is not 
4 vjſible as & Church, and the Church that is viſible, is not Ca- 


te tholike. ] But 1. It there be a Catholike Church, (which you 


ſuppeſe here in theſe words.) 2. If that Church be viſible in 
its parti, the fingular members, which you alſo grant. '. 3. If the 
particular Congregations, is parts, be alſo viſible, as Churches. 
4. If the whole Church be made up of thoſe particular Church- 
es Which are viſible : muſt not the Whole, or ( which is all one) 


the Cat bol/ike Church be viſible?and then the whoteChurch that 
| X is 
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is vifble,in its patts is alſo Catholike : and the Carbolike Church 
is viſible in its parts: And is it not then true, that there is a 
Catholike viſible Eburch? It might be added, that a pre 
Church, is not vibe as a Church; but as a company of men 
afſembled ; for the ferm of the Church (which you ſay is 
the Covenant) is not viſible... And once more you ſeem to 
yeeld the Catholike viſibi- Church, when you ſay, L. Though 
& all of them (the particular Congregations ) may be cal- 
ed à Catholike Church, or generall Aſlembly, if they were 
* met together.] Only you adde, {| Vet I weuld be loth to 
© ſay, that Chrilt giveth the power of the Keys (all Eccleſiiſti 
i call power into their hands. ] I ſhould indeed be loth to ſay 
ſo; for I do not yet believe, that our Saviour in that Text did 
give the power of the Keys to the Church at all, whether parti- 
cular or Catholike, but to Peter to the Officers for the Church, 
To the (Peter) I give the Keys of the Church, &c. 
Let the queſtion upon that Text is not reſolved 3 whether by 
Church is meant the Catholilę viſeble or invible Church ſee» 
ing it is not to be taken for a particular Church] And to this 
yoaſay, That I C diſtruſting the meaning to be af the Catho- 
« like viſible Church, expound it rather to be meant of the In- 
, viſible myſtical} Church ] But 1. By my word [rather] I did 
not exclude the Catholike viſbl: Church: thongh I was ſway- 
ed by the reaſon annexed, to incline to that ſenſe 3 Becauſe that 
Church only is bit ox the wock,, and againſt that, the gates of 
hell ſhall never prevail, whereas particular Churches may fail, 
And Iam not alone in this Expoſition. 2. /:fble and invifible, 
do not ſpecifically difference Churches, but are (as your (elf ſay, 
. ſomewhere) but «4*##2: of the ſame-Church : whereupon it 
may be true of both, that, by the Kingdom of heaven, that is, the 
Church, ver. 18. may be meant both theſe, as included in che 
lame Church : the inviſible in the viſible : But of which our Sa- 
v.our underſtood it, is worth enquiry ; Upon ſecond thoughts 
; (nor excluding the :»v5/5b/e) Iencline now to think he meant it 
of the Carbobke A Charch The Reverend M. Hooker 
confeſſes himlelf in that way, by ſome paſſages of M. Aa- 
ther ford, to take it of the vifible Church; ( though he de- 
Dy 2 Catbolike viſible Church, as well as you) by the force and 
» w --- conviRion 
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convidtioo of. chis Argument. L* That Church is here meant, 
* ned is built upon the Rock Chriſt; by the viſible confeſſion 
&« of Peter; But the [inviſible Church is not built by a viſible 
cc 


eflion , fuck as Peters was: The propoſition is made 
ood by the meaning of the words : Thou haſt made a con- 
fades of my ſelt a rock, aod upon my ſelf ſo confeſſed, will 


66 
cc 


0 | 
h «1 build my Church, J I muſt ingeniouſly confeſſe, I am not 
I convinced: by this argument. For the Invi/fible Church is alſo 


” 


built upon that rock by a __—_ profeſſion, ſuch as Peters was: 
The inviſible Church is the ſame Church, or the ſame members, 
with the viſable;and ate all built upon the ſame rock by the ſame 
eſſion of faich; True beleevers and falſe make the ſame pro- 
n of faith, and the E/ef are viſible members of the Church, 
though as they are ect they are inviſible: viſible and inviſible 
are in themſelves oppoſite, but not inſeveral reſpects, they may 
predicated of the ſame ſubject; That which I obſerve from him 
is this, be acknowledgeth and argues, that the vie ¶ burch is 


d ME OE SER gnettion is whether the Catholike or particular 
is ible Church is there intended: For the C arholike viible much 
— bath been ſaid already; and now I adde from his confeſſion; 


LV pon chy ſelf ſaronfeſſed, will] build my Church. ] what? 
only-a particular Church, and not rather the whole Church? 
yo yea, rather the latter; for the reaſon objected againſt the par- 
icalar C hurch; becauſc agaialh the viſible ¶ Lurch particular the 
f gate of hell haye prevailed; he anſwers, L“ The viſible Church 


3 et lar ongregatiop, or. elſe as a Church univerſall, exiſting in 

: the particuſars: and in this latter ſenſe it is taken in this place, 
f «andchec it is a ſure and conf. fled truth, Ihat the viſible Church 
« Ne 1t now it be taken in the latter ſenſe in this 
place, forthe Church aviver/al, exiſting in the particulars, then 


- 


p it is meant of the Catholikg viſible Church, not of a particular 
* viſible Church, See more in M. Hookers Survey p 217. If I may 
1 now declare my judge ment, take it thus: Upon this rock, that 

is,my ſelf thus conteficd, or this conleſſion of my ſelf, O.. To be 


eth Chrilt the don of the living God, 7 will Ibuid my (E 
gelical) Church: The Church before Chriſts coming was built 
upon the ſame foundation, n difference, They "_— 
wy |  * as 


dis attended in a double reſpect : either as this or that patticu- 251¼ p.z: 7, 
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. K 


Findicie Vindiciaram, 1 
3 Te the women to break the fer. | 


— ok and whit 
So the woman of Sawiria, Joh. 4.29. J- not thi the ese ?and 
vert. 42. Ln. een that th i indeed the Obrig, the Saviow | 
„ the world.] In like manner the Ennuch, A. 8. 37. L* |; 
” 3 And he anſwered, and ſa „ beleeve © 
« that Jeſws (orift & the Son of ged.] And apon this rock, of 
Women alſo Jeſus Chriſt, ſo confeſſed, was every particular? member con- 
as well as verted, built, and conſequently the Church: What GChuſck ? 2 
men. particular Congregations yes, ſecondarily, as a part of the 
whole viſible Church, but primarily, the whole C of the 
New Teſtament, and that I take to be eſpecially th 
the word ¶ bureb, in this Text, though (av Ifaidyne 
| 2 If ſeen bing wi 
A rein your fe em to agree with me, n tay, 
© Indeed true it is, that Peter and other hve) wy of Fe Go 52. 
ſpel have received. ſueb a power of the Keys, touper to belee- 
c vets a door into the inviſible Chuceh, cc P invilt- 
ble Charch cannotbeexcluded from one ee the t aning of 
the kingdom of heaven, whereof Pever Lond the Keys: . 
conſe quent ly the C harchto which the Lord Jeſus committed the 
Keys of the Kingdom of heaven, A. 16. 19. not only cet us fi- 
"OE called/a'particular Church if ut all} which 
your And once more, it may be fit that the vi- 
% Chureh cannot be excluded from one patt of the 
— Kingdom ot heaven, in that Text, for the reaſon 
Sate e Beeauſe there iva power of the Keys to o- 


| beleevers, into the e e 
en viſible Church Clutch. But be it 
ae thi LG of ape 

in eys 
— Chr — — 
inguiſhed, as an Officer, from the 
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But 


n . Corron. 


en object, [*Certainitis, chat when: | by the power of 
| belecyor is received into the inviſible Church, he 
gin out of that Church: but the 2A 
to Peter have a power to ſhut out of the 
«dom 25 heaven even the ſame perſons: And therefore t 
« the Kit of heaven is not meant only of the inviſible 
* Church. Ipray Six, ſhould not your concluſion be from thoſe 
* Therefore the Kingdom of heaven is not meant 
car all of the inviſible Church: 5 which yet you have aſſerted, 
to be part of the meaning: And did you not from the begin- 
ning fay, that by K ingdow of heaven here, was meant the King- 
dom of grace and A And doth not the Text ſay, that Pe- 
ter hatch keys given him, as well to ſhut out of the Kingdom of 
heaven, as to open the door thereof? [“ Whatſoever thou 
« ſhalt binde on earth, ſhall be bound in heaven: If ſo; then 
your propoſition is not true, That a beleever received into the 
— Church, can never be ſent again out of that Church: 
Yoarfelf fay,a lirtle below, pag. 8 of this ſecond par. [© It may 
truly be faid, whoſoever is bound ot looſed in any one particu- 
at Church, is alſo bound in the Kingdom of glory J and is 
not that, as much gs to be ſat aut of the [nviſeble Church? You | 
cannot but know that the judgment of Divines is, that if a tra 
beler ver, be excommunicated, for ſome crime, he is fora time 
ſmſpend:d from the Kingdom of Heaven, and lo in a ſenſe put out dee M Hookers 
of the yviſchle Church; and if it were poſſible for him to die Survey pure. 1. 
unrepenting, be might periſh 4 «nd the ter it ſelf ſeems to juſti- a ns 
fie it, when it ſayes, ( whatſoeveri is bound on earth, ſhall be ins. 
e ghoumii in heaven 
© Andnow 1 ſhellconfider what ydu ſay to the reaſons for my 05.1. 
Afﬀertibn ;*Thefirſt was,becauſe that Church, there meant, was 
built upon the rock, & e. To which you anſwer; [© It is not 
r txue chat the TovifibleChurck onely,is built upon a rock, For 
particular Churches are builrapon-+rockako : built they are 
nn Divine Inſtitution, end Chriſt is laid for the foundation 
«of chem, c. ] Before 1 antwer, I muſt diftinguiſh of choſe 
words e a rock 3] which not obſetr ved, cauſe confuſion 
in this prefent bufineſſe : Two things ere here enquirable : 
1. What is meant by the Rock ? It may be taken x, For Chrift . 
C 3 himſelf, 
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kimfelf.rhercied.and ſure foundation; ( as he is e 8 whe 
and ſo it may be underſtood, Aſarch.7,24. Lt b 
«r4ch;] oppoſed there to the ſaud. 2. For Chriſt ce 


the Sonne of God, and the Aeſſiab; as he was hy Pecer profeſ- 
ſed to be; ¶ upon my felt ſoconfefled, will l build my Church | 


Vide D. Ane /. 
M. dul. lib. 1. 
83 40 l. 11. 


words, It U 


readily, &:. 


as. Mr. Hooker expoundeth it above. 2. What it is to be baile 
upon the rock ? Ic is, either by internal union, with Chriſt, as 
the rock and foundation; or by external profeſſion; as your ſelf 
inſinuate to me the diſtinction, pag.. when you lay, | if they de- 
« genetate, they were never founded upon Chriſt, but in an out- 
« ward form.] And now, I ſhall ingeniouſly acknowledge my 
ſelf not d:f5»& enough, when I ſaid, ¶ It is the Inviſible Church, 
. which is built upon the rock, &.] and do confeſſe my ſelf be- 
holden to Mt. Rath. and Mr. Hooker, for this light; and now ſec, 
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the rock, and upon divine iſtitutin ? Then particular Church - 
ſhould dFul} for choſe that are bot pon x rock ſhall never 
fail Particular Churches are buiſt up oma rock"alſo; Trac, ſo 
far as they are true velcevers : Others of them are expreſly ſaid 
to be built upon the and; yet are they built upon Chriſfts, inſti- 
tuts: Suppoſe a particalar Church, conſiſting of all bypocrites, 
(ir's poſſible to beſo ) having all externall Otdinances; will 
you ſay, thoſe are built upon the rock Chriſt ? or will you ſay, 
they are do Churches of Chriſt, becauſe they are not built upon 
Cbriſt as a rock or foundation? Neither of theſe can you ſay, 
not the latter, for they arc built upon the Inſitatios of Chriſt ; 
not the former, for hypocrites have not Chriſt for their founda- 
tion, but are built upon the ſand; Hear your own words, pag. 40. 
[_* If the profeſſion of the doctrine of faith be true, though the 
«prace of faith in the profeſſour be uncertain, and may be by- 
* pocriticall, and ſo falle, yet we dare not deny the nature and 
power of a Church to ſuch. ] But ſay I again, ſuch are por 
founded upon the rock: Chrilt; though they be upon his In ſtitu- 
tion: Therefore Iuſtitution und rock, are not both one. Bar you 
| confute your ſelf, when you fay L Chriſt is not the head of 
| that Church, whergof he is not the foundation, and where he 
«is the foundation, he is alſo the rock 2 Now (ſay 1) Chriſt 
is not the head of hypocrites, therefore not the foundation, nor 
the rock, for (as you adde) Chriſt is not a ſandy foundation : 
yet are they built upon the Iuſtitut ion of Chriſt; and may and 
do fail, which they could not if they were built upon Chriſt a 
rock : But ſay you { * What thee ? ſo may the true diſciples of 
« Chriſt fail (in reſpeR of bodily ſubſiſtence) and yet the 
gates of hell never prevail againſt them, ] Did Chriſt mean 
in regard of bodily /##fftence; that the gates of hell ſhould not 
prevail againſt the Church? Do not ſome particular Churches 
fail in regard of the truth it ſelf, and the gates of hell prevail 
againſt the ſouls of all their members? yet Chriſt ayes, tbey 
——— againſt the Church built upon the rock. Or 
tather did he not mean it of the Catbolike viſb/e Church, in 
this ſenſe; that he will ever have a Church in one place or other? 
' yes, ſay you [God may remove the Candleſtick, that is, his 
particular Church, yet he will have ever ſome or other par- 
C3 |  *xicular 
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ticular Churches vilible, in one place ot ocher. Thac is, ſay . 
| will-have ever * ch int 
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« founded upon Chriſt, and built upon that rock, neither failed 
« nor fell a sy. J Bac (I aſſume) thoſe Churches that were 
founded upon bis {n/iru1;0n, fell ayay and failed, therefore 
they were not buik upon the rock. You adde again { ** If the 
« poſtetity of a holy Church do degenerate, - they were never 
* founded upon Chriſt, but in an outward mon True, ay 
et they as well as their predeceſſots were built upon Chri 

— Therefore to be built upon divine Int itution meet- 
ly, is not the ſame, as to be built on a rect: And ſo you have 
eladed, not anſwered the argument. Ee 

I have but one thing more to ſay to your Teſtimonies from 
Mr, Abit. — and D. Ames: You ſay, L They diſpute 
« apainſt a like vidble Church, but maintain the Catho- 
< like Church to be inviſible ] But 1. The Church Catholike of 
which thoſe Divines ſpeak, againſt Papiſis, is not the ſame with 
ours in this Diſpute: They intend it of the Chureh of the Elect, 
of all ages and times, which is the Catholike Church mention- 
ed inthe Creed, as the object of our faich, not of our ſenſe: 
but we take it ia the ſecond ſenſe, delivered in the beginning, 
forthe whole multitude of belecvert, or profefiours of the Go- 
ſpel in all places of the world at once; And the parts of this 
Church whether particular members or patticular Congregati- 
ons being viſible, the whole (or which is all one, the Catho- 
like Church) muſt needs be viſible. And D. Amer by name, ba- 
ring defined chis Church to be Ce bote neuf orum, fidt- 
lin, ved cats corum qui ſunt 2 Ser. Of rhis ſame 

| pariibe;; and in the former. 
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a8 they. We take itonly for the whole it of be let vers, 
diſtinguiſhed into ſcverall Congregations, which all make up 
one body, whereof Chriſt alone is the Head; We ſhall take it in Survey fart. 1. 
M Hooks words, U“ Ihe Church is the viſible kingdom of pog. 15,16. 
« Chriſt, in which he reigns by the Scepter of his Word and Or-'©: which 
% ginances,2nd execution of diſcipline, } which viſidle kingdom 3 eg 
of Chriſt, is the whole Church, or (which is all one) the Catho- ical bd 5 
like Church, vibe in ber members, 7 H ment 
And now come to my ſecond Reafon, or (as you call it) 061.2. 
Objcction, The kingdom of glory (one part of the meaning 
of the Kingdom of heaven, at. 16. 19.) is not contra diſt in- 
gifted to a particular Congregation, but to the generall viſible 
Church on cat th. I où anſwer 1. ¶ There is not any particulor 
Church on earth, but may be, upon juſt ocrafion contra · di- 
« ſlinguiſned from the kingdam oi glory ] It may be ſo, but 
very mproperly, and with teſpect to the who/e Church on eattkh: 
But what's this to the Text or Objection ? The queſtion is not, 
what may be elſewhere, but hat is the meaning in this Text: 
I ſaies not, whatever theu ſnialt binde ina particular Congrrg a- 
Non, but in 1 8 — earth, as contta- : 
diſtinguiſhec tot noni and the 1 gdom of fy a See the Keys + 
dove: And beſides, he that is bound in — rg 030.2, l. 1. . 
is bound in all the Churches on earth; and ſo the dit iaction of 
heaven and earths reſpetta che una Church rather then any 
putticulat Chorch. 2 And chis your ſecond Anfwer implics, 
- E. Nou did not mean it in any one ſingle Congregation on 
Dear ally and indefinite ly in every particulat Church 
44 on earth; for every Apoſile had ttanſcendent power in eve- 
«+ zp particular Church once arth. J But v. why. may you not * 
& weh [4 ally in the whole Catholike Church on-carch, ] 
ſeeing: Peter received power to binde and looſe, in the Whols 
(leh primarily (being an poſtie) and ſecondarily in par- 
ticular Congregations? 2. If Peter as an Apoſtle received ſuch 
power in the whole Charch, what is chat to EA und Belee- 
ver55*tochalienge power of the Ney from this Text, inall par- 
—— Sure, they have not: tranſũu enden power 
indefinitely, much le ſe generally, in every particular Church on 
earch, 3. How did Freter receive the Keys in every! 1 
ene hurc 
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Church indefinitely >. As an Apoltle, or as an Elder, or as a be- 
leeyer? Nat as an Apoſtle or vou denied in the way? 
Not-ag.a Bck tor if they have any power inthe Keys, it is 
in the _particular.Congregation. WhenceT conclude, by King- 
dans of luaues there, is not meant a particulat, but the (4 bolts 
viſible Church, as contra · diſtinguiſhed to the Kingdome of 


lory, 1 Nu 5 . | 
s That Church is meant ( ſaid 1 ) wheredi Peter was one, but 
Peter was not à member of -a- particular * ; fot 
there was none ſuch then e xtant · Lou are pleaſed to jeer me 
with your Logick ; and tell me L there is a fallacy in ſuch ar- 
« puing, to be left to Sophiſters, or uſed, when L will refreſh 
* my wit With young ſcholars 2 But Ipriy Sir, where lics the 
fallacy ? The major is your own, the minor cannot be denied; 
Peter was not à member of a particular: Congregation. The 
proof of this laſt Propoſition is, becauſe there was none extant 
at that time: This is-alfo true, and partly ceofefled by your 
lelf, where then lies che fallacy? L“ The, Copa/a doth conno- 
tate Time, which it ought not to do, c.] Lou inſtance in x 
Sephiſn; fit indeed for young ſcholats : But nothing parallel to 
my arguing 1 And your other nt from the reſurre lian is 
as far wide:you 40 Thepr ion is true, hecauſe the ſubject 
* and predicate kave true connexion in the nature of che thing 
though not in the preſent arder of time.] But ſo it it not in my. 
arguing; For Peter was not at any time a member of a parcicu- 
lar egation, neither then nor afterwards: There was 
Nen Ut or in my arguing; The wealeneſſe was in 
the proof; 4 L faid, Peter was not a member ofa 
particular Congregatioa;, beciuſe there was non extant, at 
that ume; I ſhould: have ſaid; Pater, being an Apoſtle, wat 
never 2 member uf >a: particular Congregation ; Therefore 
— Church there: mean could not be a particular Congre ga- 


irn 3:46 . rr $334! ne 
- id Fenz, That Church whereof Peter received che 
99.was ſuch, whereto an offended brother might tell an of- 
V anotherpaſlage of Sopbiſtry: Here are quatnor termini in this. | 
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ae e e Church, 5 06. 
foriths1 Lhurch ot tot epurpoſe or / 
flive-amthen Youfall; into 2 of 2 G To 

yon anſwer, .I meant it indeed ſabjetivd, though not 
15 ludicp Sub The parritular Church ireceiverh/ the 
t of the Keys, beth fat jd ivd to it (elf, and obje#iv? for 
60 Pp ſelf J But I reply, end az, what you mean by Sei, to 
it ſelf? - and of whir Church you intend-it, whether Z#riove; 
(as yon ſpeak): conſiſting only of belcevers without Officers, ot 
= Otbcbre>. If you mean that the Church Eatitive 
of e ee isrhe ſubject of the Keys then they 
have not only virtually but alſo formally received the Keys, and 
— xa all Ordinances without Officers (which yet you 
at Peter here received them all formally, and you ſay; as 
ae (u vers not: only in a Cbarei jointly, 
finglyliant recti ivedalbthe power of the Keys formal- 
e e e chem |withoor any Officers, which is 
MORSE Browniſm, | But I hate Ange lad above, wheti 
the Church is ſaid to receive the Keys ſubjeftiv,” it may be 
meant, jcithermmediathy by her ſelf, without Officers j ot weds- 
2 by ano het Gene and Llluſtemed it by by the body na- 
1 Aol iminediatly/trulted with the eye, as the next 
daher mediatly —— In the firſt ſenſe, you 
t lay) the Ch is the immediate ſubject of the ng $ 
(hen e ee chem all without Of. 
As IIaid „ 47S nothing to your pur- 
for the "6 Goh: ca tr: 2Wwih che eye, firſt for the 
| ee o the Keys are 3 with the Officers 
a dof the Church: The body is not firſt entruſted Par. 2. pag, 23. 
| convey! it to the nor ate the. Keys committed 
1 15 00 is Ct to con 3 Officers. You ſoy af 
tds Tees en them (Paltors, G.) 00 the 
b, che Church is che Recipient ſubject of them, As if 
ac 2 be given to the body, 8 
* of it, J All this is true, in a 3 cers W ors 
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nes tit of articular Churches, he would have rather ſaid, into 


- his vineyards [for all chole Officers could not be hired for one 


particular Church Yoo ſay, L It was into this or that par- 
icular Church reſpectivelyꝗ rrue, with reſpeR tõ the whole vi- 
ible karcb, hic is but one. A man that bath a large. vine- 
ures ſervants to work, in ſeveral places or parts of that 
vineyard; but this or that part is not called a vineyard; but with 
reſpect to the whole, N all hired to labour in bis vineyard. 
Og what if that Parable be rather underſtood of particular per- 
ns, then particular Congregations? God cals all Chriſtians 
into his Charch, and ſeta them to work; Some come in at one 
hour, ſome at another; they that come fitſt, think they deſerve 
more, then they that come in late, at the eleveuth hour: Chriſt 
would intimate, that God is free, and his grace free to do what 
n bis owA; and there is no merit at all: Many are 
called but few ate choſen : But your Expoſition reſtrains the 
e to Officers, as dition from the Church of belee- 
vers. The like may be iaid of yout ſecond Text, At. 25. 1, 2. It 
is not meant a3 an a deſcciption of the eſtate of each particular 
Church, as you (traio, racher then interpret it à but of every 
particular prot Chriſtian, Whereot:lome have lamps of 
e no oyl of ttue grace; others have both : And the 
dope of the parable is intimated in the d or application, 
ver. 23. L“ Hel ys therefore (every one of you) for you R 
" net the day nor bur When the Son of man cometh, ] Yournext 
of Lak. 15. i i. is wider from che mark; ¶ T. Kingdom of iGod 
« # within 708, ] chat is, .cicher the Mcfias whom you ſeck as 

abſent, is now among you, as Nera, or the power of the Goſpel 

is within you or upon you. Thoſe other of Rev. 1.6, and 1 Pe 
2.9. are as much miſtaken, it applied to a particular Congrega- 
tion, All the faichfull are Kings and Prieſts, and all together, 
are a Kingdew of Prieft;, both. Officers and belecvers, 1 ſuppoſe 
you will not apply this either only tothe Officers, or only co be- 
lee vers, hut to both ſingly. and jointly, and teſpectively to the 
| this whole firſt, Section, I added, a purticulat 


Cen 2 ado is but a member or Corporation of that kingdom: 
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id when you were  porpotl dds inſwwer 
0 rr eee weutd 
not any Reader expect ( from an 9 1 itot, vf that text) a full 
ind mmer arion of the Keys? what, and bow many they 
are? Had you faid'only chu L The Keys are the Ordinances 
hich Chat harb inftitured/ro be nd miniſtred in his Church. ] 
* rs havereferred them (as you fay) to theit 
everall fubjects But hen you rA the pr or the 
«Word, as alfo' — bred, 2 Cenſares;] 
Would not any Reader take it for « full diſtribution of che 
And when you adde C By che opening and applying of 
ea theſe both the g — the * re, and of heaven hereaf- 
5 ſhut to the ſons of men. ] Wonld not any 
than thin, chefs were all the K cy neceſſary, and alſoificient for 
thoſe ends on earth and in heaven? 
, bre(lay you) L In . theſe, I ſuppoſed no man would 
| oarrow'epptchenſion, as not to conceive thoſe things 
} 5580 inctudell, wichout which theſe cannot due ly be perform- 
« ed. A vocation unto ſuch ud miniſtrationis, and ſomt who! 
« have power from Chriſt to give ſuch à vocation. ] But I pray 
Sir, are theſe any part of the Xs themſelves ? If a Steward be 
cruſtedwith . of the Family (1 Perm wick the Keys of 
the Church*'y tet muſt be doors And delle and ſervants to 
be iet in, or ſſut ont j but ate thoſe an pattof the Keys? Mend 
yourhſtribatiowof the Keys; und Will you fay, The keyer are' 
vocation, and ſome that have power to give ſueh 2 vocation ? 
= (aucb — our ap — 0 ye 
afure ig ver z bor c on” 
— tec 7e Wildnoke ie works 
Wobave . Ry ori tention 4 
Clavis Scientia ( which you predehins of che Word) a 
eee e (ene you call F dre ot for 


Ceiſarur ) that we: ar: your tw pick . 
ta the Works, as Keysof the bi dom of Biaven, eri t think 
your riew/4iſtrtharron lubbuts under ſo many iron gruiiet (8 
Vind, Cla vi back given oye to underſtand; though you arc not 
pleaſed to tale notice of them, or tovindicate them. ] that it is 


fat weten rde old one, ſo ſong received in the Churches of 
E 2 Chriſt 
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own BS appliable 
dot us 3«pag.6. of the 


beet verbiete the contrary to be of 
grest weigh of many controverſics about 
the — — your new ay; to nom what choſe Keys be, and 
include, Is bot ode maincofitrorerſic be- 
tyixt you and us, abe 8 nature and extent ot the Keys, and 
who ate che Key-bearers? which cannot be decided, unleſſe 
we know what be thoſe Keys. But let us hear your new defini- 
tion of the Keys: * Keys of the kiogdom of beaven are e 

all powers, to diſpeoſe the Trealures of his Kingdom, &c. ] Is 
not this almoſt the ſame with-thar afbre, Keyr are the Cra. 
nances of Chtiſt to bo adminiſtted in his Church, for opening and 
5 the gates of 15 Church here; and of heaven hereafter? 
ut What mean you rial powers? you mean * _— 

60 lon el gifts hitting for them, enabling 

canal theſe are Qcdinances, ] Fprayi Sie p 
_ 3 alling, and every ſpirituall gift fitting for chem, 
Key intended in the text to be given to Peter ? callings and 
gifts help to diſpeoſe the Keys, bur they are no Keys : Bur they 
are Orginances?; Bo it ſo, is every Ocdinance a Key The Dex: 
cons office in an Qrdivance (aud 4be Widows too, ſay you) 
25 Hl. 1 ere but is 2 
con | KY and aK given to Prter in that 
Naß Prayer aud ſinging are Ordinapeeꝶ but who ever num- 
* pthe Keys? Well, what are the Treaſure dil. 
thole po LAL mean byzhem (fay;you) 
eas . Before you ſaid the preach · 
dminiſtcation of the Seals and Centures, 
now you call them the Traaſureri to be 
2 — What incongraity is here ? Now let us 
«tion of the Keys, according to this your de- 
owledge or Fanh (bocbone. w:thyou) or the I {oy 
_ one W.th you) or. t Or- 
40 der: The Key of Order is either te 44 —— Key 
«of ee J Is not this an accurate diſtribution ? 
PFirieual power: are cher Key: of power or of Authority ; 

An 
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Chap. 1. with . Cor rox. Sect a. 25 
And is not the Key of knowledge a key of order, an Ordinance 
petcuſtar to ſome order or office of men ? what confuſion is 
here ? In à word, your new definition of the Xeys better fits the 
Key-bearers then the K 75s themſelves, ver. 9. A Paſtor or Tea- 
cher is a ſpirituall power given by Chriſt to his Church, to diſ- 
my the Treaſures of his kingdom, cc. And your own Expo- 
ion fs it better: By ſpirituall powers is meant, ſpiritual cal- 
ings: ſuch is the calling oi a Paſtor; and ſpiritual gifts are requi- 
fire for the fitting of them to ſpiritual Acts: But no man ever 
ſaid,that a P aſtor was a Ney, but a Steward to diſpenſe the Keys. 
New waies muſt coin new notions and diſtinctions, to make 
them as amiable, as ſtrange, Bat the old way is the good way. 

1. And now you come to animadvert upon my animadverli- 
ons; 1 I ſaid you conſated your ſcope in the whole book, which 
is to give the people a ſhare in the government of the Church: 
This you peremptorily deny to be your ſcope, and ſay I miſtake 
your meaning. Let your Prefaceys ſpeak firſt, L. His ſcope is to Pre, to Keys, 
© demonſtrate a diſtinct and ſeveral tate, and intereſt of power, pag. 3. 
in matters of common concetument, vouchſafed to each of 
theſe ( the Officers and people) and diſperſed among both, 
thy charter from the Lord: as in ſome corporate Towns, the 
«Aldermen as Rulers,. and a Common Counſel a body of the 
"people. which char it amounts to a ſhare in the Ruling po- 
er, is demonſtrated in my Vind. ¶ lan. in anſwer to that preface; 
and in the Tract it ſelf; But you take no notice of it, Next, let 

your own books ſpeak; wherein yoù often give the brethren 
without Officers power to ordain Officers, and to cenſure them 
all without Officers; which if they be not the higheſt act of 
Rule, and ſo the bret hren have the preateſt ſhare in the govern- 
ment, I ſhall ſtill profeſſe my Igor auce in this controverlic. 
And upon my obſervation, you deny them power in nothing, but 
adminiſtration of Sacraments : ou allow them power in juriſ- 
diction, by giving them power in mitem and r jection of mem- 
bers and Officers : You allow them liberty io preaching the 
Word, only not ordiparily, nor ſo -4uthoriratively: as to Paſtor 
or Teacher: what can yod give them more but ãdminiſtration 
of Sacraments; and that being leſſe an Act of Rule, then the for- 
mer, you may go on, and grant them that too; or they will take it, 
and ſo they do. . * I faid, 
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Chap. 1. wth . Cor ron. Seca. 31 


any pne of them : It is indeed no unpleaſant found to you, or 
your people: yea, it would ſound very ill and harſh to you, at 
leaſt to your people, to hear, That they have no power inthe 
Keys mentioned, - preaching and adminiſtring of Seals and 
Cenſures, But if thoſe Keys were given co Peter, they were gi- 
ven to him, either as an Elder, and then the people have nothing 
to do with them at all, one or other: Or as a Beleever, but then 
they may as well exe rciſe the Ordinances of preaching and ad- 
miniſtring Seals, as exerciſe. and adminicter the Ordinance of 
Cenſures. 

But you go on, by way of Recriminetion (I ſay not by way of 
Revenge) with an argument, ad hominew (Lou marvell it 
* ſhould ſound fo ill ( ro allow the people a power in cenſures) 
te to them whole cars have been wonted long, to hear of ſuſ- 
e penſions and Excommunications, by Chance lors and Commil- 
* (aries, who generally are no Miniſters, &. ] Truly Sir, this 
toucheth not me, who have as well thought it to ſound ill, at 
firſt or ſecond hearing, that Chancellors, & c., no Miniſters, 
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ſhould ſuſpend and excommunicate, 2s I now think it harſh to 
hear, this power is allowed to, and practiſed by the people. 


Though people ps be the better men, yet not ſo well 
authorized, eſa Chancellors andE&bmmiſlaries (for ſome 
of them were Miniſters) who bad mare colour of Authority to 
ſuſpend, &c. then your people have, who are quite our of office. 
But you wonder more that I that could alledge all Antiquity, 
thould think ĩt coſound ill . MhO know what reverend Te- 
*(timony, ancient Tertallian giveth of the Brethrens power, &. 
and what (yproiex gives to the people, & c. ] I had thought to 
let you wait for your anſwer, from M. J. ly; but ſeeing you 

are pleaſcd to vouchſafe me the Teſtimonies; Iſhall antieipate 
his anſwer in the mean time. 1. For Tertuliam, 1 ſiode you cite 
him not at all to M. Ball, as if then you took it to be of no 
great ſtrength. What faith Tertullian Qu probi, cum boni 

cocunt, & c. When honeſt, good, godly, chaſte people, meet 
together, it is not to be called a fiction, but a Court.] What 
is th to power of the people in cenfures?-Unielſe youbeggo it 
hencgy chat the word Curia ſigniſies a Court? Bit I pray, what 
mention is here of Officers at all? Did the people ac 5 

nf | cenſure 
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E 32 Chap. l. - 2 92 Vindicia V indiciarum, Seta, 
cenſure alone without their Officers ? You will hardly prote 
that: or are not Officers 1 men? Ot doe good 


e— 


men never meet but in a Court tocenſure? As for ( Yprian you 
leave me in the dark, to go look what he ſayes; or to turn bid 
to What you ſay to M. Baity: 1 {hall confider the place, and 
his Teſtimonies, In the firlt, you erage to my underſtanding 
confute your own way of Ordination of Miniſters: Thus Cy- 
prian {peaks ¶ As they have received from the Apoſtles, ſo 
« they hold it, that for the orderlꝝ celebration of Ordination 
* all the neigubour Biſhops of the ſame Province, where a M- 
is niſter is to be ordained, come together to that people, cc. Of 
© Habiuus he ſaies, this Office was put upon him by che ſuffrage 
* of the whole brotherhood, and by the jadgement of all the 
* Paſtors preſent, &. and ſo hands were impoſed on him. ] ! 
pray, do you gather all the neighbowr Biſhops or Paſtors of the 
Province, Where a Minilter is to be ordained 2 Do thoſe Paſton 
impoſe bands upon him? yer theſe, Cyprian ſaies, they reccived 
from the Apoftles. True it is, the Miniſter was choſen in the 
Preſence of the prople, and good reaſon, as to whom his life s 
eſt known: But the ju gement of his abilities was in the P 
ſtors; as alſo the Impoſition of hands. But the people bad theit 
Suffrage ; that is nothing, but ſome ratienall conſent, or ſome 
magifeltation of cheir approbation, not any authoxitative vote, 
Scethe Way, Or ordination, But this is not the ne way of Ordination; fat 
Pa41.20d 58, you allow the brotherhood, ſuffrage, conſent, judgement and 


upon-therr Officers, This you never 
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them; 


* * * 


ub AM, Corron. 2 


et iu . yon will not allow them power in the Keys, 


Nhet jen laics L“ All things (ball be examined, you being 
Apt _—_ jadging, ] He means not a judgement of Autho- 
e diſcretion. And the laſt place, L “ I determined to 
ec dot thing without your counſell and conſent, ] deelares his 
neaning fully to be for conſent, not Authority: And ſo thoſe times 
ge no expredſe linea ments of ——— diſcipline. Skew 
us in any Antiquity of Scripture or ſtory, that the people had 
power without Officers to create or ordain Officers, to impoſe 
hands upon them, or to cenſure all their Officers; zor you ſay no- 
thing to the preſent controverſie. 
3. When you had ſaid L The Keys convey not Soveraign 
60 N but Fee Til 1. that this clearly excludeth 
ve no ſtewardly or miniſteriall power 
ww. tf bf pb 115 might have added, much leſſe over their Of- 
ficers,) You anſwer by a queſtion, [.< As if the people were 
not Stewards of the grace of God given to them? Cc. J But 
truly Sir, this is oo hetter then a-fine eluſion. To take Stewards 
ia a larger ſenſe then I intended it. Stewards to me are Officers, 
aps can the people be Stewerdr over their Stewards ? Your ſelf 
i Lt im I à contradiction, that the Church 
Its OWn Eke for the very term of Officer im- 
] So ſay I, it ioolieth a contradiction, 
t the Church. ſhould be its on Steward; And again, 5. 30. 


We e ſa —— a company of Rec 
ey x Cor, 
cers? Nor 


s, 8 1 — it to the g. verſe —— carry it. Now 
* the ward in one ſenſe, and you in another, and ſo 
oF {wer nothing, but miſleade your Reader, while you e- 


5 you go on; [© If they 7 receiyed any gift of = 


» 1 Pet, 4. 10. 


— 9 


. 


— 


— 


e, e Seck. 3. 


of ic, or Lords. Apply this to women, 
they have g oy tor grace, they 
— 9 ; What 

words, But we un 


a oleh —— EleBlion, 5 ben gift, 
tha pee NE it in 0 hk the gift 
© the people are not 1 
to cect whom hy if, but as Stewards and Miniſters 
"CP A Se] aber you make them Officers, or yon doe 
NR? along. bis Paragraph, and ther 1 think you 


And the ike youdein the word (calivg) which I faid houl 

. e 

5 A - 3 ms 
1 


n * TP 25 true, every 
8 are not yet recei- 
ch. But, Sir, ea 


e members of 8 
dur fene, from Infidels, ahne 
Pod place, 


he | —B imm CO I OI OI 


* 


Chap: 1. —_—— Corvon. Seck. . „ 


place; order, in the Ide Catholike Chureb : yea, if they be 
2 a ſtate, order, &. in a particulat — 
2 eln idren have in regard any power of che 
77. 


Vet may, 1 *Every member of a particular Church hach 
75 er ge. wer in his own Church, 
Eras __ there: ] Had you 
Iwonld have Bked what acts of power women 
ding, e certainly women 
p. for orb lome ty of power r own Church; or 
eir ſtate, place, —— mean and contem- 
There i no 6 not the leaſt, 
tithath —— z function, action, office, in the body, 
x power to put forth forne 1608 if itsown which it cannot 
tins nor the members of body in its bo- 
Root of ſome of power, bur ſome acts of 
the Keys; which is an office power. But ſay youſtill, 
225 re body of a particular Church. (women 
and all ſay 1) bath ſome fun&ion and action, of ( as the new 
« Tranſlation) Office in the body: R. 13.4, 3. All the members 
ha ve not the fame office; which implicth, they all of them 
* have ſome office, thou 1 Truly Sir, this is but 
N Fos f. body there, is not * 
but the Aa cr L“ We, being many, are 
«odebodyin Chriſt, and eve members one —] 
Paul puts in himſelf, and he was no member of the Charch o 
; 2 OG, 2. When they render the word 7 of- 
een it largely, and not for a 4.85 


| "Where your felf and 

1 —— —— 7 and ſo taken, it 

Ss to your rather age 

0 8155 ou added that explic ation Gon | * whether it be 
their office.” or place; and order in the Church, ] toſteal in 
the intereſt of people, in ſome ſhare of the Keys: you in- 
Wer, L. It is not ftenjeh but juſtice to give to every man his 
«gent: ; che Plalmift foretold ici 1 1 ne long; P/a1 . — 


* 


* * CITE 9 


Chap. 1. — andi, Secd. 2. 


8 ve all his Saints, &c. ] But x maſt firſt Veit their 

that th wa ee, —.— it bg 

or ſtealth ( tabing it from the right owners) if 

Lord hath not given them honour: as it is to deny it, or 
e ERS me) you | 


—. 4. 
< 3 I 
dren, ee £ 
2 { the Churc| ch, 1 
y forbidden, 3 — 

Chril (inzelpetof —— WE t 
mon members of the 1 ——— may not be allowed 
5.9% told you, fink. how Hy Women (widows 


6 hw frm, i is « ww as i. __ 


with AM: Cor r ON. Sect. 3. 


g. 203. Dr as you here; It is rot everyplace, er order in the 
_Churci that, giveth power to receive or diſpenſe Ordipances 


ot that place or order of children and women, & c. Whereas 
ben firſt you began, jon aſſerted, 7 le Keys were given to Peter 
a beleever, and ſo by your own argument, 4 quatenus tale, to 
ll beleerets, as beleevets z you are forced to make ſeverall di- 
ſtigctions, — it out 3 That pe ſition that needs fo many di- 
inctions, tong ſuſpition it is not the trutb. And now I 
ſhall pg this ſecond Section with your own words, L. Let 
* every ſoul enjoy ſuch priviledges and liberties, as the Lord 
« hath given him (or her) in their place and order, and neither 
*effe& nor attempt more. J Happy had it been for the Church 
of God, if this had been dove. 1ſhall but minde you of what . 
f ed to you in Vind. Clav. pag, 1 3. in your own words: 
pray you ſeriouſly conſidet, I. Whether by this 2 
breach of order, inveſting the people with a Key ot power, 
tc eyen above thoſe Elders that labour in the word and docttine, 
Ito open and {hut the doors againſt them (p. of Keys.) (which 
is the breaking of the files and tunles in an Army) Satan is not 
*like again to ront and ruine a great part of the liberty and po- 
et of C urch Officers, and the purity of the Churches, and of 


cc all the Ordinances of Chriſt in them. 


8 Gn 111. 


now expected, you ſhould have gone on, with Vid. Clav. and 
have  ipdicatcd: your book and le lf, from thoſe other many 
wicked Incfles and contradictions, charged (I Rillthink3: juſtly 
Pan yy you!: But you fairly ( if you doe not rather in way of Re- 


2 


a he 


hands with me, or rather ſlightly ſhake me eff. 


i T meet again. And this is the more remarkable, becaliſe 
iſe at leaſt chree times ( with atte ſtation of the name 


on wi e at leaſi 15. and pag. 16. apd again, pag. 19 2 
1 — . In che firſt 2 * when 


x rakes in hand to evade the Scriptures alledged, I ſhall 


God willing) further anlwer 2 In che ſecond 


— 4 again, [. What reaſon there is for their ( the Bre- 
F 3 ; 6: chrens) 


he K. 58 p. 5. 


ITY 


38 


rn 3 


Chap:1. 


— y— 


Adverſarie 
Vitis, non per- 


fone. 


« threns' * 
6 —— in its place. } To: 
4 Is not — — — —— vain? = * 
the third Section . though yen undertake t 
two Reverend — — M. 5. and M. Rath, L“ Yet by 
i the way, not to what perſonabexceptions index hath 
* taken at your ſelſ; ] But reading over the following diſcourſe, 
I finde not that 2 any notice of me, or 
your threefold engagement; but as if Vid were ſome con- 
remptible perſon, that deſerved to be ſlighted, as his belt an- 
lwer; you neglect all his; I ſhall only ſay, 
= Exf ego dignus has contumelia vel maxime, 
N KO nn te iudig uus, qui faceres damm, 

God op cred wich fo many contradictions, which 
otros r) it concerned you to anſwer ; and allo 
have charged your ſelf three times to give a further zaſwer, Be- 
fidesthis, — were ſeven Chapters in Vind. Clau. wherein you 
were not a little concerned to give (if not me) the world ſatis- 
faction : and you are pleaſed to anſwer (if you have anſwered) 
but to one, aud but to two Sections of three in that chaprer, 
which is a ſlighting and contempt of an , not uſualj 
heard of. And now, I leave it to the Judicious Reader to reſolve, 
3 beſt, and e cg, title of 2 
or Av Yet you ive fome reaſon of this flighting and neg- 
lect: for @oulay, I conceive it loſſe of time and labour, 
*to argue the with Vindex alone, whoſe exceptions (0 
cr far ns 4 — the point in controverſie, are bur collecti- 
*,008 out of the writings of others; who have more diſtincti 


*andefaborarely diſputed the cauſe a] Ipray Sir, why do you 


conceive it loſſe of time and labour to argue this Queſtion with 


„ eee your anſwers would be ſo unſatisfying (a 
now will appear to be) as that the tim N labont 
would be ill ſpent? Your Reader will think fo, if yoo anſwer 


no better to that remaining, then to what is gone before, And 


Why do you f this 7 as if thete were no more be» 
ewixtr us ten t 8 von ſhould ſay, 


eptions axe but collection: out of the . of others: 
1 the Reader will ade my exceptions are Collecti- 
ons 


eee es e211 


— — i 


* Thy L — 


Chap-1. with M. Corron. 
66 1 
ons of contradictions, out of yo ur on writings, more then out 
of others, And I can ſincerely profeſſe, I conſulted with none, 
er very few books of this controverſie, but comparing your 
books one with another, my own reaſon and judgement ſug- 
geſted to me thoſe contradictions in them, that left me altoge- 
ther unſatisſied in your way, and at this day, I am left ſo ſtill; if 
not more confirmed; that the Independent way is not the way 
+ God, that is ſo inconſiſtent with the Scriptures, and with it 
That others have more elaborately diſputed this cauſe, I (ball 
yceld ; but I think I may truly fay without vanity, none 
bave more diſtinctly diſcovered the weakneſſes of your proofs, 
and. your contradictions to your ſelves, in holding out your 
Way then 1 have done. Nor am I at all troubled that you chuſe 
rather ti conſider what hath been written by Learned and Re- 
verend M.&atherferdand M. B aily ( though you ſerve M.B aily 
as you doe me, nevet name him more in all your following diſ- 
courſe} bad you but made good poor promilcs, to conſider 
alſo hat bad faid, to vindicace your elf from your conttadi- 
Rians, and to clear the truth in queſtion. But ſeeing you are 
pleaſed ſo io neglect me, I hepeyou will not be troubled if 1 
tance ive it loſſe of time and labour 0 follow you any further; 
and conſider hat Learned and Reverend M. Hooker hath ela. 
borately. written in this controverſie. Only give me leave to 
preſent you with 2 Scheme of your remaining contradictions, or 
contrarieties at leaſt noted in Find. Claw. out of your own 
books: and then leave yon to your choiſe, whether you will re- 
concile them or confeſſe them. | | 
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6 A Schems mo Contr ad ions, 


oY 


A Scheme of Conte adiffions and Comtarieties is the 
Kg Independent ways / 


He Keys were gi- 

ven to Peter as an 
Apoſtle, as an Elder and 
as à belcever, So the 
ſenſe moſt fill, The Keys 


P4g-4+ 


gave the Keys to the fra- | 

ternity with the Presby- 

tery, Ib. Sce alſo the M 
cleared, par. 2. pag. a 3. 


2. The Keys ate given 
to the Charch of belee- 
vers, T be ap. t. chat is 
a combination of faith- 
ful men: as M. Hoster. 


3. The Keyofotdkrü 


common to all the mem- 


bers of the Church, Keys 
p. 8. Then (ay we) to 
women and children. 


4. Ordioationi is a work 
of Rule, The way, p.49. 


Rion(borh acts of Rule) brethren 
pertain indi 
all the Presbyse 


ur given 


It appears, that 9 


| leck ro diſpen 


The power of the 
to Peter 


not as an Apoſtle, nor as 
20 Elder, but as aprofeſt 


belie ver, Te way pag. 27. 


1. Peter received not 


[he Keys meerly as a bt 


leever, but as a belcerer 
publikely profeſſing his 


Pau T he W ay cles. 


| 


ble according to Chriſt 


red,par.2, f. 39. 
Not beleevers as belee · 
1'vers, but as beleevers co- 


venanting and fatly cap: 


appointment, M.Heoky, 
Suxv. par. 1. p. 203. 


2. raten 2, The Key of Know- 


ledge. bel 
che Fairbfu 


| to all 
joyned r 
* Legs 


MW x. 
| 


or order in the Church 


that giveth r to re- 
DEED much 


cleared, pat. a. pag. 19. 


9 27 — 


| 4. As for cleftion aud 
Ordination of Officers 


_—_— 


40 
4 
Kenn pit. 


-3«1t innorevery place| 
þ 


Ordination and juriſdi-| ocdeting 728% 


; 


is given not only 
the Church; but to 
ſome before they enter 
into the Church, 70. 


4: Ocdinationis not an 
Act of ſupream juriſdi- 
dition, but of . ra- 
ther: in H. Susgy part. 


Off- 2.75. 
5. The 


ad Scheme of Contradiitions. 


5. The Key of authority 
or Rule is committed to 
the Elders of theChurch, 
and fo the act of Rule, is 
the proper Act of their 


| 5. In: caſe the Officers 
do erre and commit of- 
fence, t they ſhall be $0» 
verned by the whole bo- 
dy of che brethren. The | 


Office, The Keys p. 20. 
The people diſcerni 
and approving the jultieg 
of the cenſure, give con- 


ſent and obedience to 
the Will and Rule of 


Chriſt, The Keys pag. 15. 
37.41. 

The brethren ſtand in 
an order, even an orderly 
ſubjection according to 
the order of the Goſpel, 
pay 


6. Excommunication is 
one of the higheſt Acts of | 
Rule, and therefore can- 
rformed but 
ers, the K 95 


not be 
by ſome 
p. 46. 

Ibe Church cannot hs 
communicate the whole 
pres -becauſe they | 


ave not received 7 ven by an Elder or whole| p 
Chriſt an office of Rule, | Elderſhip together, the 
without their Officers, CET 


IThid, 
No act of the peoples ſifche 
wer doth 


rity of the Presbytery 
en MOI 8 


if they give it not, to pro- 
properly | ceed to cenſure, Ibid. 45. 


ade, unleſſe the autho» {| 1. 10 


172. 100. 

The Church exerciſeth 
ſeverall acts of authority 
aver the Elders, The way 
p. 101. 

Ihe people have ſome | 
ſock of power and Au- 
thority in government of 
the Church, the Keys, | | 
Pag. 36. 

They rule the Church i 
by appointing;their own 
ann 1b. p. 1 6. | 


were found culpable, TH! 
ther in hereticall do» 
arine , or ſcandalous 


lawful Authority to 
As a 


all, The Way, p.43. 
In caſe of; offerice gi- 


quire ſatisfaction, and 


7 xe 


i. ; 97BV 
oy If all their ohen 6. Extditinig6ientidn 
not. at act of Power on 
office, but of jutgenitats 
nor an act of higheſt — | 
crime, the Church —4 but of ſupream 
ment — in theft to 


ceed ta cenſure of . nity, Surven par. 3p 


Church of btethsen 
cannot proceed: to My 
ike cenſures without 
ers : {0 nor the Elders 
to wichout concuttenes of 
the people, cc. Pref, to 
[the Keys, pag. 4. 


I 
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7. It was 4 facrilegious 5 "There is a a Key of 
breach of order, that | po gon. to the 
Commiſſaries and Chan- Foy the Elders) | 


cellors, wanting the key | is to open d dodÞ of en- 
of Order (no Miniſters) I trance to rhe Miniſters 
have been inveſted with | calling,ſo tothut thedoor 
juriſdition , yea, and | of entrance agaiaſt — 1 
more then miniſterial an- in ſume caſes, Ge. 74. 
thotity, above thoſe El K yes, co cen- 


Kqupag.9. 
ders, who labour in the ſure all their Elders 
word and dectrine, "I (withom Elders) the way 
Keys, p. 6. i 2-0 is fore. 


8, We are far from . 8. This is ordio | 
facrilegious | practiſed in old E | 
and allowed by In- | 
u | dependencbrethren.Yea, 
they but in the no 
tion of gifted brethren: 
8 Miniſters to other! 
it or 

dengan: que | 
2 Apa Char 9. As the Keys of the 9. The power of the 


of heaven be Keys belon firſtly to 1 
dn (chat 2 8 en lo are the abject oor of doe. 


Wi; 
um, 2 firſt ſub· 


1 p.. ject, 16. p. 195 

IN Ad- bat Lene 

ject of tat = ELD NE ers 
whereby error is con- tha power, und 

vinced apd  condema- fen 25, five . thi 

© Ib.. V. e forthe met of 

that; for this is to ſpeak 

daggers 


A Schewe of Contradictions 


* „„ 


10. Paſtor and flock 
are Relates: and ſo he is 
a Paſtor to none but his 


own Congregation. This 
is the common Tenet. 


11. We tectine the Sa. | | 


& dene 
ſupper (a me o 
Wap) 1 2 e Ti 
communion, 

wh the Lord Je 
ban wart cs 
all Cbarolias of the 8 

T he Key p.17. See Def 
of 9.poſ. p.133,134- 


hy ww 


| . 


10. The: members of 
any Church we ite 

the Lords Table (if they | 

briog Latters Teſtimoni- 


all) and enn, to 
Tie Toe 17. 


| 
| 


| # 


11. Baptiſm ( and fo 
the other 3 
ſeals up the external 
| communion, with apa 
y | ticular Church, c. M 
1 F. Survey par.3. pag. 27 
and he diſputes againſt ir, 
as to the bo 


12. It is an act of the 8 | | 


Elders power and autho- 
rity, to examine, whether 
Officers or members, de- 
fore they be received of | theſe 


the Church, The Keys, 
Pag. 21. 


* 


Baptiſm, The ay, p.68. 


nr yr na 
may da without Officers, 
T n. Joi. 0 


83 


"x | daggers and conpadit 
ons Ibid, 


10. Adminiſtration of 
Sacraments is a Minilte- 
riall act, and what autho - 
rity hath a Paſtor to doe 
it, or they to receive it 
from him, to whem he is 
no-Paſtar? M. H. Survey 
part. a. 64,65. ä 
E and Ae 


in other 22 


their own, hut not admi · 
niſter Seals and cenſures, 
Barilet- model, p. 63. 


* oe. Atm. Ig FED PE CEE EIS 


ot Scheme e of cee. 


were 1 to _ 

= TED 
10 

hands of ſome Officers or 

- members of the Church; ; 


mens 45-46 ER 


1 
111 


1 What if che whole 


aqtery offend? The. | 


courſe is,to b 
the matter to a $ 


The Keys, p.43. 


bed | 13. Bat if the Church 
| want 2 e for 


14; man es | 
is no Ordination to office 
at all: for the Apoſtles 
had cheir office before. 
M. H. Sutvey part. 2, 
p.83. 

This was not to put a 
new office upon them, 


: but to confirm their ſen- 


ding to tho Genciles, Tb, 
p- 66. | ng ; 


PF 2 


* -» | 
= 
. 
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14. This was done ina 
particular Church, The 
Keys, p. 29. 

The Officers of one 
Church did what was 
done in an ordinary way, 
Surv. par. 2. 8 3. Then it 
follows (by M. C. his do. 
ctrine) that the Apoſtles 
who were Officers of all 
Churches, were ordained 
in a particular Charch: 
or that Officers of one 
i Church may be ordained 
in another Church, which 
be faid wasabwarrants- 
ble The W 475 p. 50. 


rare? 65 Key p.42. 


22. 


civil 
bliſh pureReligjan,in 
cttine ,worſkip,-and: go 
vernment :partly by civil 
puniſhments upon the 
wilful oppoſers and di- 
ſturbers of the ſame, The 
Keys p.50. 


*£ 
* 


4 
do- 


17. Viſible Saints, 
though they be hypo- 
crites inwardly. are the 
matter of a viſible 
* Church, M. H. Sur. par. 1. 


p.115. 


9 It belongs to. e 
Haag arg th: 


go. 


matter of A Congregati- 


| ings of the holy 


— 


— 


16. Vet the Breibren- 


any pretending” conſci- 


128. 
17. Lou ſay, Saints in 


outward profeſſion ĩs the 


2 


ona Church: We judge 
that reall Saints uttering 
in diſcourſe the breath- 
LN 
1 } <0: ad experience uf con- 
I verſion, Witneſſed in a 


ſtricter converſation, to 


I Ep. to N eliared, p. 4, 


0 Fbe form of the vi- 
ſihle Church is the Cove - 
nant, eithex explicit or 
implicit; and the latter 
is ſometimes fully ſuffici 
tent: M. Hi. Sur. par. I pag. 
47748. and others. 


18. You ſay an implicit 
unitipg, vis. a walking 
and communicating with 
you, is 2 ſufficient. e- 
videncing of :the. Form; 
We fay, thein ſolemn car 


* 


expreſſe open covenant· 


ing wich the Lord, to f 
walk with ſuch a body of 


Saints, in all the waies of 
Chriſt, Sc. to be the ma. 


\ nifeſt form, D. Holm. Ib. 


Wa 


G 3 


here call for or tolerate: 
toleration of all opinia 4 
ons, and deny the Magi-- 
ſtrate power to pun i 


ence: Bartiess Modal. 


be the matter, D. Holme. 


16. See M. Barth He- 
| dell paß. COMA, 


& 14 4 * 


17. M. Bartlet ſpeaks 
ſomething this language, 
Caa chere be ability tor 
pirituall and holy ſexvi- 
ces, here the ſpirit is not 
yet given ? Can there 
be communion between 
light and darknefſe? can 
they edifice one another in 
the; faith, that have nor 
yet the work of faith 
wrought in them? Mod. 
p.57. See more p.103. 


18. It; is not general 


_ 


;  felſionof their: faith, and 


profeſſion will ſerve the 
turn, but there muſt be a 


Peculiar engagement, and 


fare mn or 
t She r hody: M. 
an implicit covenant was 
ufficient. 20 


—_.. 9 
Ws g — 


or 


*— 


46 A Schame ef Gomradiitions. 9 


n 


19. Wecrave leave of | 1. We do in this Epi- | 19. Vet they arcangy, 
de Reverend ithot of cancer a. we eall' for a fuller » 
the Keys) to dec to the way of rhe Chut-/ cleration of — 
we aſſent not to all ex- cheg in Ne. Fg Ey. to che Way, p. i. 
prefſions, or all and eve- | ſaving that we do got yet Ep, io Way cliarsdp.i 
ry aſſertion in it: As in | fully cloſe with fome ex · | 
theſe particulars. pam, ia the] 
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E ccleſiaſticall Policy defined. 


Wa ef. 6 Hat Eccleſiaſticall Policy L is the lil of ordering 
1 II d | S the « fairs of Chrifts howſe.according to the patern 
SHIRE of bi Ford, | is generally allowed on all hands. 
vil þ But the great and firſt qui ſtion is, what he means 
0 by the (Heuſe) of Chriſt, The prime miitake 
| and cauſe of many (if not all) the following de- < 
vations, in the Independent way, ſeems to me to lie here, That | 
whatever they finde ſpoken of the Houſe, Body; Church of The V, p. io. 
Chriſt, "they apply to a Congregation of viſible Saints, denying 
and indeed deriding an univerſal viſible Church, as a Chymera. 
Our learned Sur veyor the Reverend Authour of the Diſcourſe 
we undertake, was carried away as well as others with this mi- 
ſtake of the Congregationall way, The Text by him produced 
for his ſenſe of the word Hoſe, 1 Tim. 3.15. is generally, by Pi- conſeſ of ſairb 
une underſtood of the whole Charch of God, the whole family by rhe A ſembiy 
[ whereof God in the Father, Chriſt rhe Head and iN 41 cap. 25 (243, 
H | 


aka p.3 3 And that it is ſo 
o be taken in his Defin 
pen cheſe conſiderations, = 
1. The Apoft ut [_ bow be owght 10 be. 
have ra in . or 0 of 95 Which # bu Church T But Ti 
mothy was never Paſtor of a particular Congregation, being an 
Evargelift, imploied for the good of all, at leaſt of many Chur. 
ches : Thetsfore by Houle and Church there, is not meant a 
particular Congregation, but the whole Church indefinitely, or 
in generall: And himſelf acknowledpeth this to be the ſenſe of 
this place, upon another occaſion below, par. I. pag. 217. L Thi 
Houſe is the v3fble Church, &c | 
2, There is an Order to be obletved, and a skill in governing 
or ordering the whole Church, or all Churches, as well as a pat- 
ticular Congręgation: Which is done by Syneds (or Claſſs) 
for the ri — ordering * all or many Cherches: Therefore Ec- 
2 fouftic policy is the 5kilt of ordering the affairs of-Chriſts 
Houſe, in the largeſt ſenſe: and fo by Hoy/e muſt be underſtood 
the whole Church, They acknowledge Synods to be an Ordi- 
nance of God for the wett ordering of many. Charches : and 
himſelf * 2 2. here * * the Word Church oo 22 Meto- 


(as the 205 ſaid of 
1254 e alt Churches, Then Eccleſ- 
8 the affairs of Chriſt, in the 


ami (which is the ſame 

en f is, the Church 
Tbeſe are all but one 

rand nether rooms, That 
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Chap.t. I. Hookers Survey, &c. 


ancoall good one of Another, Thetefote by-Heuſe or f bort 
maſt be meant the whole Family on earth, and not a particular 


| pc wg hear of the Hoſe, Body, Spouſe of Chriſt in 
Scripture, which is his Church, it cannot primarily and proper · 
ly be unde iſtood of parcicular Congregations;that every of them 
ſingle is Chriſts Houſe, Body, &. (being but members of it) 
or that every Congregation is properly Chriſts Spouſe (bein 
but a limb or member of her, as every particular Saint alſo is. 
For it is as abſurd ( if we ſpeak properly) to ſay, that one Head 
hath many bodies, as to {ay one body hath many heads: To 
lay one husband hath many wives, as one wife many husbands, 
The Papiſts make the Church a Monſter, by giving her two 
heads, and allowing ker two husbands : (It may be for this 
reaſon the Church of Rome is called ſo oft an harlot, and mother 
of whoredoms, becauſe ſhe hath gotten her two husbands.) 
 Chrilt as the Supreme, and the Pope as ſubordinate. And out 
brethren make Chriſt as monſtrous, being but one head, and one 
husband, to have, not two bodies, or two wives, but as many , Co- 11. f. 
diſtinct bodies and wives, as there are particular Independent : 
regations, Whereas they are but members of che ſame one 
body; and all together (as ſeveral limbs) make up that one Spouſe 
or Wife of Chriſt. The Apoſtle when he cals the Coriut bian 
( *urchera body ¶ Now you are the body of Chrift,) 1 Cor. 12. 25. 
He preſently recals what he had faid, and addes, and member. 
in particular j or members of a part; That is, though you may 41iqaatenus, 
(with reſpect to particular Saints) be called improperly a bo- nan one! Ee 
ay, yer operly you are but members of a greater body, the «!efe per ben 
ole Church i And fo learned Bea underſtands it. Now, look — 
as it is improper to call the hand a body, while it is united with embra, in loc. 
the body, though it have particular members in it, as fingers, . 
joynts, oc, So it is to call a particular Congregation a body of 
Chriſt, becauſe it conſiſts of many particular vile Saints, 23 
Indeed, if che hand were cut off from the body, it 
might ptoperly then be called a body, confilting of many mem- 
bers, fingers, joynts, Cc. and if the other hand were cut off alſo, 
there were another diſtin body, and fo the feet and other 
- patts: Bur then, theſe were no longer members of that body, 
N H 2 whence 
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wherce they are cut off: And this ſeems juſt the caſe of our ſe» 


parated Congregations, They have (to uſurp the name of la- 
de 


pendent bodies to themſelves ) cut themſelves off from the 


body of Chriſt, that is, all other Chwrches, not of their conſtitu. 
tion, (though confeſſed true Churches ) and now they inſult 
(as an hand cut off) that they are intire bodies of Chriſt, diſtin 
and independent bodies; whereas thoſe that ſeparate not from 
the body (as the other hand and members not cut off) are but 
membeis depending of another body: though they have in them 
the ſame kinde of members (of an hand) with that which is 
cut off. But they may do well to conſider, That an hand cut off 
from the body, though it bath gotten the hooour of a diſtinct 
and independent body: yet it hath loſt not only the influence 
of life and ſpirits from the Head, but alſo all communion of 
ſtrength apd aſſiſtance from the body; and will ere long, and 
muſt neceffarily, wither and corrupt i which how far it hath ta- 


_ nſe his own words 


Med. I. 1. c. 1. 


1.7.1. ++ 


ken hold of their ſeparated Churches, is worthy theirs and all 
mens ſerious confideration, ; 

Having ſaid thus much of his Defiaition (agreeing with him 
in the teſt) I now go on to his Diſtribution of this body; (he 
ſhotild have ſaid, Houſe, the word before uſed) which as the 
Head, admits of a double conſidetation, myſticall or political. 

LI. The myſticall body is the Church of true belee vers; and 
this takes up the Inviſible ¶ hurch, ] 1 (hall note ſome things 
here, Fult, That myſtical and peliticall are not two Churches, 
as if this were a diviſion of a Church into eie; but only (to 

) 4 aoxble conſide ration of the ſame Church. 
2, It is then a defect in his Method, that the Church being the 
ſubject or object of bis diſcourſe, he doth not firſt define what 
the Church.is, and what Church it is, that admits of this dou- 
ble conſideration, Thus the learned D. Amos doth proceed. 
[ T be Church u the company of men called (out of rhe World be 
means) or the company of belcevers he have communion With 
Cb] Then his diſtribution follows, [The ( burcb c either 
Militant or Triumphant : The Church. militant, ( that is the 
whole Church on earth ) in eiter inviſible or viſible. ] But our 
Reverend Authour neither defines the Church, nor tels us what 
Church he means, is conſidered as myſticall or politicall : It is 


ſomething 
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ſome thing ſuſpicious, he meant to miſleade ue, by this criticall 
method. Why elſe did he not ſpeak plainly and tell us what 
Church is thus conſidered, whether the whole militant Church, 
that is, the Carbolike viſible 'Church, or 2 particular Church or 
Congregation z or both of theſe may be-confideredeitber as my- 
ſticall or political}, He cannot congtuoully apply this to a parti- 
cular-Congregation, for that contains not the Whole { harch of 
belcevers3z myſticall or invifible, but only a part of them; And 
yet he ſo carries on his deſign, that he intends all to be referred 
to a particular Congregation, as will appear in the next chap- 

ter z where we ſhall ſpeak more to this point. 3. I obſetve one 
thing more z that this 0 iſtir ction of i ſtical and political,is not 
diſtinct enough: for even a politicall body or Church may be 
called myſticall, if myſticalſ be contra · diſtinguiſhed to naturall 

or civill: For Chriſt is not properly an Head, ig anaiurall or 
civill/conſideration (as the Church is not à body natural] or 
civil) but in a ſpiritual] or myſticall ſenſe, And ſo he may be 
faid co be an head ot root to the viſible members; whether true 
beleevets or ſecret hypocrites, Job. 15. For c ven ſuch (in the 
confeſſion of himſelt and others) ate members of the Church, 
and ſo members of C hriſt, not in a naturall, but in a ſpirituall 
or myſticall notion. This is acknowledged by ſome of his bre- 
thren expr« fly, | The myſtical Church may be ſaid to be organi- 5, - 
call (that is political) in reſpectef the Officers +mongſt them in pt. Mb. of. 
the ſe ver al parts thereof, And M. Coton cals a particular Church 85 
a my ſticall body of Chriſt. He is not therefore accurate enough 
in this diſtinction : But] go on. 

C2. The politicall body or Church viſible, reſults out of that 
relation Wtich is berwix: the profi ſſours of the faith, & c.] Here 
he proceeds to obſcure the buſineſſe more by his dark expreſſi- 
ons of himſe lf. 1. For otherwiſe, why did he not ſpeak plainly 

ind ſay, L The political Charch is that Which reſults out of that 
relation, which is betwixt profeſſors and their Officers by volunta- 
ry conſent, as Paſtor and flock: ] for the relation betwixt pro- 
feſſouts amongſt themſelves, makes not the Church political; 
though there be a mutuall voluntary conſent : but Officers an- 
nexed or joyned to them, only make the Church political. 


2, It would be cleared, what he means by a political] or vi- 
| 5 1 ſible 


— 
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Par. . pag. 81, ſible Church (which hete he makes both one ) whether the 
He grants a whole Catholike Church, or a particular Congregation; He 
ribble Church, intends ( as I beleeve) a parcicular Congtegation to be only x 
whereot el iible poſitzeall Cbarch: becauſe be denies the Catholike 
Congregstiocs Charch to be either viſible or political, Bur that the Catho- 
are members: like Church may be faid to be viſible, in its parts { whether 
what can that patticular Churches , or ) is viſible to- every eye: 


be but a Ca- 2 I | FE 
tholike vefible TREE it is politicall alſo , needs fome explicacion and pro- 


Church? _.. bation, k 
i 1. We do not mean that this Catholike Chureh L 4 aggreo4- 

m ex omnibus Eccleſizs 4s a diſt inłi body, and go verxed by general 

Officers, diſtintt from the Officers of particular Congregation: : | 

* as he ſtates che queſtion, par. 1. pag. 255. which is the Romiſh 
opinion : Or that C Jeſus ¶ briſt kath ordained an uni ver (all vi- 

fal. Church, in which and unte which by the O ficers thereof, al 

the outward 1. es, &c. are to be diipᷣenſtd, and immediaily 

to be exjoyed 5 the feirhfull Sc. as the Authors of the Defence 

the nine poſitions, lay it down, 5g. 73. Much leſſe C an uni- 

ver ſal, political, viſibli Church, with univerſal Officers, Pa. 

Fors, Elders, Seals, and. Cenſureis, ] as M. Jartlet rather dreams 

then underſtands our meaning; Ao dul p, 5 1. They miſtake our 

. - ſenſe, and then confute their own fancy. 

2. Zut we mean thus, That the whole multitude of profeſſors 
in all places of the world, are the body, Houſe, City, Kingdom 
of Chriſt i and that this body, &c, may in a fair and candid 
ſenſe be ſaid to be politicall. And that we (hall explain in theſe 
4. reſpets, 

1. With reſpe@to Chriſt himſelf, conſidered as a_politicall 
head, ſo himſelf conſidered him, p. 3. [| Chrift is an head polui- 
call, by bs Special guidance, in the means and difþenſation of bu 
Ordinances :] If Chriſt be to the whole Church a political head, 
then the whole Church is to Chriſt a political body. But ſo he is 
granted to be. For this cannot be limited to a particular Con- 
8 he is a political head to it only. The conſequence 
is granted by himſelf, pag:15.. L Thevifible Church & truly 
ſtiled and r e liglu to be the viſible body of Chriſt, 
ever-whom be l an head by political Government, ] And once 
more p&p. 16. L Tie Charch i the viſible K ingdom, in — 

| | Cbri 
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ons by the Scepter of hi Word and Ordinances, and exe- Unto Jeſus 
ention of diſcipline ; Al vifible Saints are ſabjefts in this King Chrilt, all the 
doin. ] This cannot be reſtrained to a particulsr Congregation, ble belec 
but is true of the whole Church, firſt;and ſecondarily of a parti- EY > 
cular Con tion, which is but a member of that body, a world, are as 
toom of char houſe, a city of that kingdom. Chriſt reigns firſt one body, he 
over the whole Church, and then fecondarily, or by conſe- governing, 
quence he reigns over particular Churches, as parts or members Frotecing, and 
thereof, As King of Eng/andis firſt King ob the whole Iſland, i unge 
and then of London, &c. And if the whole Church be (as it is) body, Def. of 
called the body, houſe, Kingdom of Chriſt, thoſe very notions 9. pol. p. 7 2. 
carry with them a politicalneſſe, if I may ſo ſpeak : For a body 
2 mans is, to which it is compared.) is not an humane 

ech, without Organs. An houſe is not an houſe without Offi- 
- 7 a Kingdom a Kingdom, without ſome Rulers. That's 

it. 

2. With reſpect to the firſt gathering and conſtitution of 
the Evangelicall Church, by AHpoſtles and E vangeliſts, who 
were zetually uni verſall Officers, over the whole, and all 
particular Churches. Then it was literally true, there was 
an univerfall, political, viſible Church, with univerfall Of- 
kicers, 2-000 wich univerſall Seals and Cenfares ; But this is 
gtante * 

3. Wiek reſpect to the ſeverall Congregations in their conſti- 
tut on being all politicall: For thus we argue, If all the Church- 
es partieular conſiſt of Officers ruling, and people ruled, then 
the whole Church may be faid to be a politicall body : As in a 
Nation, not only when there is a fubordination of Officers un- 
dern King; but ſuppoſe every Town had the fame kinde of Of- 
fers, Conſtables, or the like, to give an account immedĩatiy to 
the King or Pitliament: yet the whole body is « body poli- 
tick: So if all the Churches have their Officers, whether inthe 
ox er way, in a ſubordination to Claſſes and Synods, or 
in the Iydipendent way, in ſubordination only to Chriſt : yer 
the whole Church confiſting of theſe ſeverall Churches, or ta- 
therdiftributed into them, is till a politicall body, not a homo- 
geheous body. Hear the Authours of the Defence of the g. poſe 

ss. [ The myſtical Charch may be ſaid to be or gamicall 5 
| 4 7 
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is, ſay I, political) in reſbect of the Officers, amang them, in th 
— fa 225 Tk Myſticall ot inviſible Church may 
be laid co be policically with reſpect to the Officers, then much 
more the viſidle Church. Bur they retract what they yeelded, 
R ſaying, L Ie doth not thence follow, that the Whole is one political 
body, by act aal combination thereu nto: for it Will not be found, 
that ever there was any politicall Saciety, whether ci vill or ſacred, 
wit haut afluall combination, ] We anſwer, 1. There was once 
at leaſt, a pitticular Society, without any ſuch actual l explici 
combination; vis. the whole Church in che Apoltles rim:s was 
2 political ſociety without aby actuall explicit combination, 
into ſuch a conſtitution of a Catholike Chucch with Cacholike 
. Officers ; bur only an implicit ſubjection unto the then govern- | 
ment of Chriſt, by ſuch Officers, '2, The Covenant of the Go- 
ſpel makes a man a member of the Catholike Church, actually 
firſt, and implicitly obligeth him to combine with the members 
af that Church in any place of che world : though there be no 
explicit covenant or actual combination with them. But of 
Combination we (hall ſay more ere long. We have one thing 
more. | 
4. Wich reſpe& to the extent of the Miniſterial office; which 
though it be actually limited to a particular Congregation, yet 
is habitually extended to the whole Church, fer the good thete- 
of. He that is a Miniſter in one Church, may do Miniſterial Acts 
See Def, of g. in any Chuch, upon a ſpeciall call. This is granted and practi ed 
poſiuons. p. 35 by themſelves : as we ſhall hear hereafter, Now ſuppoſe 1 
Kingdom were governed by Conſtables,cc, in every Town; 
which actually ate limited each to their Town; but habitually 
had a power upon a call and occaſion, in abſence or death of 
the Officer of a Town, todo Ad of julticc in any Towel 
of the Kiogdom Would any man icruple to call this whole 
kingdom a political body, This is the calc of che Church of 
3 Chriſt, in the condition of che Miniſters of che Goſpel: 2 
ee, e confcfled by themſelves. And to this purpole the 
Difſentiog Ae of, Divincs expreſſe themſelves, thus: [7 hat thi 
Brethren, coa- TG ever al 0 an Organicall body, in which the member. 
cerning Ord, e not all.one member, hut many : and thoſe many members have 


keg id. ſeveral aiftintt functions: That the Officers, Ordmances, &c. art 
fp 
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let in this ¶ hurcb, and given to this Church uri ver (ab, and are to 
everciſe their ſeverall Officer, as in relation tothe whole, and ſor 
tlegeod of the whole, &c. We think our Brethren will not Ay, 
That this Aſſembly never yet aſſerted, But whether they will think. 
that this # T antumonnt as to ſay the Church generall is a political 
body, we do not much paſſe : for we liſt not to contend With our bre- 
thren for Words, ] 

But we come to conſider his definition ordeſcription of a po- 
liticall Church more particularly: And we think it agrees as ful» 
ly to the Catholike viſible Church, as to a particular Congrega- 
tion: Theſe confiderations will make it appear. 

1. The other part of his Diſtribution, Ihe myſticall body, or 
Charch inviſible, of true beleevers, reſpects not only the true 
belee vers of a particular Congregation, but all true belec vers 
through the world : Therefore the other member, the political 
viſeble ¶ bhurch, (ſhould be commenſurate to the myſticall, ta- 
king in all viſible profeſſors of the faith of Chriſt in the whole 
world; and not of a particular Congregation only, And that 
the rather. 1. Becauſe myſtical and political are not two diſtinct 
Churches, but only two conſiderations of the ſame one Church. 
2, The political Church may be called myſtical, and the my ſti- 
0 is acknowledged to be political, or organic), 28 Was ſaid 
above. 

3. ¶ Tha political body (ſaies he) reſalrs out of that relation 
which betwixt the profe (ſors of the faith, &c ] 1. Here is to be 
obleryed what was noted above, That the relation between the 
profeflors of faith, as ſuch, is the combination of them by Co- 
venant one With another; but that makes not a political, but 
an effentiall Church (as he cals it) Therefore the politicall 

cch reſults not out of that relation which is bet wixt pro- 
feſſots. 

2, I would ask (for explication ſake) when that Relation 
(from whence the politicall Church reſults ) begins He ſeems 
to ſay Chen by voluntary conſent they yeeld outward ſubjettion 
te tharGovernment of Chriſt : ] What government of Chriſt 
doth he mean? for none hath yet been diſcovered. And when 
do they begin to get Id that out ward ſubjection? His deſign and 
the whole Independent frame, requires it be meant ; When by 

| | I mutuall, 
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murnall, voluntary conſent, the ſingle members do combine in 
— 79 to mube a particular Congregation, and 
then the political Church veſulto Out of thar Relation. But that 
is not true; For (as as ſaid) that makes chem t a politi- 
call, but an e ſſentiall Church: I (hould cather fay one of theſe 
two. 1. Either when there is a combination betwixt profeſſots 
and Officers ; then out of that relation reſults a political Church. 
Ocz. When they are firſt converted to the Chriſtian faich (1 
ſpeak of the firſt converting of Heathens to Chriſtianity) then 


tbey give a voluntary conſent to yeeld ſubjection to that .govern- 


ment of Chriſt which he hath preſc ribed in his Word, &. and 
conſequently then they are made members of che viſible politi- 
call Church (with him both one) though they. be not yet mi m- 
bers of any particular Congregation. I cannot therefore ima- 
gine why our Reverend Authour ſhould chus deſcribe a political 
Church, unleſſe be intend (as indeed he doth) to miſleade his 
Reader, to this opinion, That from the combination of profeſ- 
ſors betwixt themſelves, rem Church reſults, becauſe 
when they are thus combined they have power to make them- 
ſelves à politicall Church, by chuſing, making, and ordaining 
their own Officers, which is a miſerable begging of the que- 
—_ never yet debated, much leſſe proved in this difcourte of 
is. 

3. They yeeld ſab jactian to that Government of ( briſt, which he 
exerciſeth as an exterugll head, 7 ks Word, — 8 Diſei- 
pline, by bis Ordinances and Officers over them, who have yeelaed 
themſelves ſubjecta to bus headſhip and ſupream antbority. | This, 
as it was done at their ſuſt eonverſion, not at their combination; 
ſo ic may be affirmed of all the profeſſors in the world; they 
are all Chriſts Subjects, and ſubject themſelves to bis govern- 
ment, Headſhip and Authority. And withall, that Chriſt exer- 
cileth bis power viſibly, by his Ordinances and Officers in this 


| Chucch. Hence it follows, that the Officers, who alone make 


the Church viſible to be politicall, are in oder of nature, if 
not of time alſo, before the Church, as the Inſtruments by 
whom people are brought into ſubjection to Chriſts headſhip 
— rugs whom they are governed, after they ate 

4. He 
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4. He ſays, pag. 4. L Obſerve obiter and by the way, That the 
rut of this power lies firſt in Qhniſt as an Head, and u communi- 
cated by vertue of that commiſſion received from the Father, Al 
power 4s (ien me, &c. therefore preach and baprize; Matth. 28. 
18,19.] Obſerve by the way ( ſay I alſo) That this power is 
firſt and immediatly from Chriſt, communicated to the Officers 
of the Churck; and therefore the Officers are before the 
Church, which our Authour and thoſe of his way deny, making 
the Church to be before, and to chuſe and make her own Offi- 
cers: Whereas were it ſe, the power ſhould ficit be given to the 
Church, to make Officers to teach and baptize, which is a thi 
not only abſurd, but impoſſible ; becauſe members muſt be fir 
taught and'baptized by Officers, before they can be materials 
ota Church. But of this more hereafter. 

Thave bur one thing more to note upon this chapter, concer- 
ning his diſtinction about Church government. L Churcb. Go- 
ver men? ( ſaies he, pag. 5.) i attended in a double reſpect, either 
in regard of the eſſentials or circumſt antialu. Tho eſſentials are 
partly in the perſons that diſpenſe, partly in the Ordinances diſpen- 
ſed, The perſons that diſpenſe, the kindes of Officers appointed 
to that work, & c. The Ordinances, as preaching, prayer, ſeals 
and cenſwres ; all thiſe are eſſentials: ] Now obſerve, that the 
Eſſentials of Church government, are in the Officers and Orai- 
ances : therefore not in the members without their Officers: 
bor they are the object of Church- government, to be governed, 
and not to govern: whereas himſelf and others of his way, 
place much of, if not all Church- government, in the members 
without Officers; but then they ate eſſentiall perſons thereunto: 
Of which again hereafter, For the reſidue of this Chapter, I have 
nothing more to obſerve. - 
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be Conflitmtion of a viſible Church inthe 
* Canſes thereof, &c. 


I is an ominous and a dangerous thing for a man undertaking 
1112 joutney to miſtake his way at his firſt ſetting out. As 
he muſt needs go wrong all the day, ſo the further he goes, (till 
the further out of his way, This hath befallen our Reverend 
Authour. He began to ſtep awry in the former Chapter, both 
in the ſenſe of the word Church or Houſe of God, taking it for 
a particular Congregation, and allo in his definition of a poli- 
ticall viſible Church, as thereupon we have already diſcovered, 
Bat now in this Chapter undertaking to ſpeak of a political) 
viſible Church [ as tbe adequate ſubjeft of hu enquiry | in the 
cauſes of its conſtitution ;. he preſently miſtakes his way, and 
ſtarts up another Church, called eſſential or homogene al, and 
gives us the cauſes of the conſtitution thereof, not of a politicall 
Church. That this is true, take his own words. 

The Church in ber conſtitution ij conſidered two waies, 1. As 
Totum e ſſentiale. 2. Or Totum Integrale; A. Totumeſſentiale, 
or Homogeneum ( both one with bim) look at it (mark that, 
at it, not at the poluical viſible Chureh ) as in the firſt cauſes out 
of which ſhe exifts, and comes tobe gathered, and thu t called Ec- 
cleſia prima. 7h 8 hath right of elefling Officers, & c.] 
Whereas borh the Title of the Chapter was, [ The conſtitution 
of a viſible Church in the cauſes thereof, and again, a little be- 
low, Le come now to enquire of th: viſible ¶ hurcb in ber firſ 
conſtitution and gathering | A viſible Church, ot that political 
viſible Church deſcribed in the former Chapter; He ſhould en- 

quire of the cauſes of the conſtitution of that politicall Church, 
and he enquires now of the cauſes of an effentiall Church, our 
of which ir exiſts, and is gathered. And this he ſaies is Eccleſia 
prima, and this Church hath right to elect her Officers, &c. A 
Church never yet by bim diſcovered what it is; A Church, no 
cb, as being but the matter, yea, bur pair of the matter of 

| a Church 
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+ Church politically of wbich-bes enquiting the cauſes ; as ſhall Par 1 pag. 5. 
appear bereafter. Surely here he aſeth a Crypſis of method, as T he mareriall 


heexlsitbriow, nag. pA. if not to deceive us, yet to miſteade __ 1 
bimfifand all that follow him: For I dare appeal all indiffe - "OY 
rent Readers, whether 'according to the title of this Chapter 

he ſhould not have proceeded clearly thus: ¶ Th viſible, poli- 

tical Church, in her conſtitution i to looked at, as in the firſt 

cauſes, aut of Which ſhe exiſts, and comes to be gathered; The cau- 

ſer of 4 uiſible Church ( mark that pag. 13.) are 1. Efficient, 

2. Material. 3. Formal. ] Not thus, the cauſes of an efſentiall, 

or homogeneous Church, & c. If any ſay, he means the politt- Ste pag. 8. he 
call Church, look ( at it) as in the firſt cauſes, &c. I anſwer, ar pues it to 
that he makes the eſſentiall Church to be prima Eccleſia, and e Church as 


tobe before the politicall; and 2. In ſetting down the cauſes ©9497 /entt- 


ofs viſible, policicall Church, he enumerates not all the cauſes, 8 * 
neither efficient nor materiall, but only of an eſſentiall Church: che caules of ic, 
and 3. cals the Eſſentiale totum or homog eneum a Church, the fitſt 
Church, aod this Church, &. which it cannot be; as (hall be 
diſcovered anon. Or if he would have proceeded fairiy, he ſhould 
' have gone thus: The viſible Church is conſidered either as To- 
inn eſſentiale, oi Totum Integrale: for theſe are but conſidera- 
tions of the ſame Church: and then have gone on with the con- 
ſtitut ion fitſt of the eſſential Church, or the Church rather con- 
lidered ag oſſentiale in the efficient, material, and formall cauſes, 
this had been conſonant to that which follows; But then the 
_ . vlible Church muſt be taken generally, not for a particular 
Congregation: but for te Catholike viſible Church, as we call 
t And beſides it is very incongruoufly ſpoken, to ſay, The po- 
iticall- Church (of that he ſpake in the former Chapter, and 
made it all one with a viſible Church) the poliricall Church 
may be conſidered two waies in her conſtitution, as Totame/- 
ſantiale, and Totumintegrale, (which is the ſame with politi- 
call to him :) And is, as if he had ſaid, The political Church 
may be conſidered as politicall. I mult ingenuouſly confeſſe, I 
dia not matk theſe incongruitics, till after many readings over 
ofthe words, and much ſerious conſideration of the matter, I 
found in the · ſequel of his diſcourſe, he had led me out of the 


way, but did not obſerve, till of late, where he firſt went 
12 out. 
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V 
out. Fot the manifeſtation hercof, 1 ſlinll propound theſe con- 
ſidera tions. fg 19128 $8916; . | 

1. This diſtinction of the Church, conſidered as To eſen- 
tiale or Integrale, is borrowed from D. An CHed, I. 1. c. 33. 
18. where thus be delivers bimſelf: | A. by faith the Charci 
hath its e ſſential ſtate: and by combination its integr all ate, ſo alſo 
by the Aiui ſiry. it bath @ certain urgauical ſtate: ] where he 
makes not three Churches, but three ſtates or conſiderations of 
the ſame Church: But our Reverend Authour, as he makes but 
a twofold coofideration of the viſible ( hurch, ſo he makes them 
two diſtinct Churches, the cflentiall homogeneous Church, (for 
be cals it this Church, and this is the firſt Church) and the Or- 
gapicel Church, pi. . ch. 1. The lame perſons conſidered firſt, 
as ſingle belcevers, make up the eſſentiall tate ; that is, the eſ- 
ſence of iht Church, ( note that) js preſerved in the ſingle mem- 
bers, 2. As profeſſours of the faith in combination, ſo they 
make out the lntegrall ſtate. 3. As they are perſons combined, 
of diffcrent-nature or relations, viſible Saints and Officers, ſo 
they. make out the Orgericel ſtare; That firſt.” 

2. D. Ames applics his diſtinction to the whole Catholike 
Church, putting theſe three conſiderations upon it, asis evident, 
cap 31+ ell. 7412-13. Firſt, he deſines a Church in general), ic 
16,6614 vocatorum, ſect. 7. the company of men called out of 


the warld, Thie Churctr is diſtributed into members, accord- 
ing to the degrees of communion it hath with Chriſt, in which 


reſpec it is either triumphant or militant, e&-21; The militant 
is inviible or viſible, cc, ſect.24. Now this Church ( faies he) 
is conſidered either aiſtriburi vt as faith, the form of the Church, 
is exiſtent in eyery ſingit beleevet, and that js the fate eſſen- 
tial: or galectiuè, ia all prafeſſors, and that makes up the In- 
tegtall ſtate, ſe . 12.1 3. with 26. 27. and then the conſideration 
of Oſicers makes up the'Organicall ſtate, cap. 3 3. 18. But our 
Reverend Authour applies his diſtinction of E ſſentiall and Inte- 
gu to a particular viſibie Church: And it is true, a particular 
Church-may be ſo conſidered in that threefold ſtate; but tbat 

ch reſpect to the whole Church firſt, conſiſting of the ſame 
ſons with the whale z and as a member thereof: but then 


Ul, not ane of thele axe properly called a Church; not belee- 


vers 
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vers ſingle, not profefiors combined, nor Officers alone; But 
the whole mul titude of the called ones together, members and 
Scheer, are properly that one Charch, Houſe, Body of Chrilt ; 
under at d ſtate or conſideration. Thence it will follow, 
1. That his eſſentiall Church is no Church properly, 2. That 
dot the particular, but the whole Catholike Church is Eccleſia 
prima, as (hall be more fully cleared hereafter. That is a ſecond 
conſideration. | 
3. His diſtinction of the Chuteb, conſidered as Totum E ſſen- 
tiale ot Tetum Integrale, is inconlonant and inconſiſtent with 
it ſelf, and that upon theſe Reaſons, 1. The parts do inter fere, 
or ate coincident; For though every Integram be not Homoge» 
new, yet a Tetum homogeneun may be Integrum: A paleſull 
of water made up of thouſands of drops, is /»ntegram as well as 
: So a Congregation made up of many viſible 
Saints, wir hout Officers, is not only Homogenenm but Integrum 
alſo : 2, He is not conſonant to bimſelf: Here he conſiders a 
-yigble Church, as Eſſentiall and Integrall ; but in his Analyſis 
before his Book, and par. 2, cap. 1. he propounds the parts thus 
as Corpus bomogenenm and Corpus Organicum. But Ius grale 
and Organicaw are not one and the ſame ; For every Integrum 
Snot Orgenicam, the homogencous body may be Inte grun; nor 
6s. every Organicam, /megram; it may want ſome Officers, 
though ſome make it Orparicam, It's Organicum with one Of- 
licer, dut not Imregram, unleſſe it have all, 
4 He takes not the words E ſſentiall and Integral in the ſame 
notion as D. Ames doth, For 1. By Eſential the D. means 
the Chuech conſidered, as exiſting of fingle beleevers, and that 
n regard of the inviſible or 1nternall form of faith, cap. 3 1. ſect. 
12, with 26, But our Authour underſtands it of a company of 
vitdle--Saincs combined by a Covenant, (without Officers) 
% Dy [utegrall, the Door means the ſame Saints combined by 
ofcdion. of that faith; /c&, 13. with 27. So the Doctots Inte- 
gall Church ſtate is the ſame with bis Edcnciall ſtate. 3. By 1»- 
tera our Authour underſtands the ſame With Orgenical, for 
(as was ſaid) in his Analyſis, and par. 2. c. I. he leaves the word 
) on 290 uleth for it Orgenicum, But the Doctocs Inte- 


Int 
dual Rate is taken of the ſame parties combined by profeſſion of 
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faith, but without Officers: and that which the one cals Int. 
grate, rhe other cals Organicum, N when the Church is conſider- 
ed with Officers : So ie Doctors threefold: ſtate or conſidery, 
tion of the lame Church, is by our Authour confounded into 
two. The gtouud of the Hoctors diſtinctĩon lies thus, The ſame 
perſons that make up the Church, or bonſe, or body of Chriſt 
may be conſidered, 1. As beleevers, or as he cals them, viſible 
Saints, (even Officers may be ſo conſidered) that makes the 
eſſent ĩall Church, or ſtate of the Church. 2. As profeſſours of 
that faith together with others; that makes the . ſtate, 
3. Asſomeare Officers amongſt theſe Saints and profeſſors, and 
that makes the Organicall ſtate, As ina City or Corporation 
(focalled )-the members of ir, may be conſidered, 1. As ſingſ 
Citizens. 2. As in their ſeverall companies. 3 As ruled by Ma- 
giſtrates: but none of theſe are called a City or Corporation 
fingly by themſclves, but here is a City or Corporation made 
up of all theſe three, under a threcfold ſtate or conſiders tion 
Th e application is eaſie. * 
And thus much of che diſtinction it ſelf, we conſider the pit- 
ticulais. PNG] „ 

1. It is to be enquired what he means by Totum E ſſentiale: 
And here I muſt confefle my {elf long troubled before J could 
finde out his meaning; for he barely uſeth the words, but. 
leaves us inſthe datł to finde out his meaning: By ſerious ob- 
ſeristion I found, that he means one of theſe two by Totem 
Eſſentiale, 1. A Genu, or general notion of a Church, fot ſo 
he ſpeaks ſometimes. 2. Or a ſpecial confideration-of a Church 
as expreſling the eſſential cauſes, wherein the eſſence of a Church 
is preſerved, though other conſiderations ſhould fail. I ſhall 
. fpeaktoboth, | 

I. By Totum Efſentiale he means, a Church generally con- 
ccived, ag a genus to particular Churches. For Tetum E {en- 
nate in Logick is taken for a Genws, a generall or univertall no- 
tion, comprehending under it divers Species or ſpecials ; As 4. 
vimal is Totum E ſſentiale, in reſpect of homo and bratum, 
which are the ſpecies of it. And this I firſt conjectured to be his 
meaning, both by his contra-diſtinguiſhing of it, to Torwm In- 
regrale, the difference of which two is this, Genus eſt totum 
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partibus A Genus is 7 whole, giving effence to its parts; 
Intopran oft torum, cui partes ſunt eſſentiales, An Integrumis 
© abelethar receives its eſſence from the parts; And alſo by 
thoſe exprefle words below, pag. a0. where he thus ſpeaks, LA 
| Congregation of covenanting viſible Saints, being a Genus to a! 
the particular r which are partes homogenez or 
ſpeties ber ecf,] This he illuſtrates p. 221. by this compariton ; 
Thu Corporation u a feciall kinde of Corporation, Here Cor- 
ration #4 taken in the general nature for the body of a people com- 
Feed in 4civil way; thu generall nat ure and all the ſpecial pri- 
viledges that cannot be ſeparated from it are truly attributed to, 
and afprmedof this aud that particular Corporation, &c. and this 
general comes to be Ipeci ficated by the Individuall and formali 
| combining of thi ſpecial company of der ſi us, and this makes it this 
Corporation. | Now, whether the whole Church be a Genm, 
or un late grum, is a queſtion that fals not in our way directly, 
till che 12. Chapꝛer: yet becauſe I ſhall not deal with that Cha- 
ptet, and the reit that follow (as containing a private conteſt 
with M, Ruth. and M. Hadſon,) and hexe occafion is offered to 
lay ſomething of it, I (hall take leave to confider what he hath 
lad, and give my Judgement upon it. 
1. Ibat the Church is not ſuch a Totam effentiale, as a Genus 
do particular Churches, may thus appear, Take the word Ec- 
c&fiaor Church in the largeſt notion, ſo it ſignifies an Aſſembly 
either civil or Ecclefialtical ( as we uſe to ſpeak) but this is not a 
diſtribution Geners in ſpecies, but Adjundti in ſubjecta; or (as 
ſome ſpeak) oje ct a, circa que ver ſatur, ſcil. res civilet, vel Eccle- 
Hallica. Again, a Church Ecclefaſtically or Theologically taken, 
may be diſtinguiſhed into invi/6ble or vi ſible, or ( as our Reve- 
rend Anthour ) into myſtical and political: but this is not a di- D Anes lib, i. 
ibu jon of a genus into Species, as if there were one Church ed <3 1.4.25» 
inviſible or myſticall, and another viſible or politicall : but of che 
WWF into its adjuncts. Once more, A Church, Ecc/efia, may 
dedifferenced into Churches of ſeveral nations, as of E "gland, 
Scatland, Arc. but this alſo is not gen:rs in ſpeciet, but adjuntts 
u, from the place where they are fixed. Hence it is 
that Zcclefian Church, cannot be a Cenm, and then 


ü riicala Churches cannot be Species of x Church, oy 
K | ers 
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or This San is 2 Species of the Sum in generall, whenas there is 
dot one World and one Sun in all. When the ficſt Goſpel- 
durch (whiclrtnight be called generall or Catholike in con- 
liſtinion to the Nationall Church of the Jews) grew 
too big to meet in one place for all Ordinances, it lwarmed, 9-4. 
into many leſſer Aſſemblies, called particular Churches or Con- 
arepations.. But this is a Diviſion of that Oe Charch, as of an 
Integram into members, not of a Gen into peciei. What be 
. ics of a Claſlisis appliable to a particular Congregation. [ A pur. 1. p. 222, 
Claſir( ſaies he) arifing out of particular Congregations, cannos 
br alpecies of 4 Charcb, for 4 Congregation # ſpecies ſpecialiſſi- 
ma, Ge. ] So ſay I, A Congtegation ( eſpecially as they now 
gather them, Churches out of Churches ) cannot be a Species 
of a Church ; for not only thoſe Churches whence they come, 
but the whole ¶ hurch is a ecies ¶pecialiſſima. 
3. Ic is a conttadiction to ſay (as he does above) that par- 
ticular Congregations are partes homo genca, and yet ſpecies of a 
f of covenanting viſible Saints. For 1. Pecies are 
not bomogereome, but heteregeneous parts of 2 Ceriu, not ſimi- 
milac but diſſimilar parts, being contraries. For example, home 
and brutum, the ſpeci-s of Animal, arc heteregencous or diſſi- 
milar parts of that G, not homogeneous. Now D. Ames D. 4. Med. l. i. 
himlelf faies, C Pæticular Churches are quali ſimilates partes ©3% f.. 
Ecclefiz Catholicz : ] as it were,limilar parts of the Catholike 
Church, as he had ſaid before, the Church had no ſpecies pro- 
perly io called, 2. His Church Zftential, conſiſts of homogene- 
2 viſible Saints only without Officers (who alone make 
Church bererogeneat or political,) therefore it cannot con- 
tin ay pecies under it, which make the parts diffimilar, and 
not ho neous, 3. A T otum homagemum ( which is all one 
wich Eenialz, to him) cannot be divided inco pecies, but in- 
to members; But the whole Church conſidered as Totem eſſen- 
nah is Homogenenrs : Therefore, As a pond or the element of 
water divided into parts, is not a diviſion of a Genu into Spe- 
eim, but of an Iutrgrum into members. And if a Totum E ſſen- 
tial (Which is the fame with homogenenm ) may be divided 
_ Mito ſpecies, which are patts beterogencous, then his Torum 
Efentiale and Tntegrale are both one 3 For bis Integrate being 
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che ane With Orgavicum, #5 was faid before, is divided into 
heterogenedut N aid Officers, 4. If a Congtegi· 
covenanting viſible Saints, be a Genus to all particular 
ties then it will follow again That a Church el. 
omogeneous is a Genus to ſome political Churches, 
ch are kererogeneous; Fer ſome, yes moſt, if not all parti. 
culat Congtegations are poliricall, 'confifting of members ard 
Officers: and he ſaies, A Congregation of cbyenanting ville 
' Stints; is a Genus to all particular Congregations ; and again, 
ifa Congregation of viſible covenanting Saints be a Genus, and 
all particular Congregations be partes bomogenta, or ſpecies 
thereof: Then # Congregation of viſible Saints and Officers 
covtthnting, is Genus to all particular Churches of a politi- 
call conſtication;' and they are partes bomogencæ thereof, which 
is a contradiction, for the parts of a politicall Church are he- 
rerogeneous, 5. One particular Church being grown too great, 
and dividing into mady particular Congregations of covenant- 
ing viſible Saints, which ate partes howogenee thereof, ſhould 
be u Cen to thoſe particular Churches, and they ecies of it; 
which is contrary, it not contradiftory to the nature of a Genm, 
which exiſts not, but in its ſeveral} Ppecies. As if a woman bat 
hath brought forth many daughters, ſhould be called a Gmůã˖i 
co her daugittetꝭ. Ciry-Churches were of old AZother-( burc bel, 
and the fuburbane or adjacent vñlages daughters to thoſe mo. 
chers, as being propagated from them : but no Logician will 
ſay, theſe are Gema und Species; pet are they partes homogenee 
of that Tom Eſſentiale, or Homogenenm, Theſe abſurdities 
Medlib.17,c, © 0% But it may befaid, D mes grants, that C 4 particular 
32. C3. uurut i a ſpecies of a Chiych'in gener all, with rpc to that 
common nature which i fennd in all particular Churctes ; thongb 
with + Pet to the C hole ke Church, hieb 1 an Integtum, it # 


4 „xc. 

Tothis Fanfwer, The Doctor ( wich re verente to bis great 
Leatniog'and Logick) ſpeaks very lech and improperly in ſo 
faying: For ſo be maß multipſy the notions of Genu, and 

k Species , almelſt in Infinitw#s : The parts of an Homogeneom 
Teta do partake of the common nature of the t 
an 
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an ol one another ; yer I ſuppoſe he will not call them 
anch Species: E. G.“ The Element of water divided 
o innumerable drops, or pai-fulls : Every particular quan- 
tity partakes of the common nature of the whole and parts, 
te called water, &c, yet who ever ſaid; that theſe were ſo ma- 
ny ſpecies of water, as there are drops or pailfuls? they are 
ts indeed, but not ſpecies. It is an eaſie thing to fancy notions 
* — to every Individuall thing: as of (a) Sun, the Genu 
of this Sun z of (4) member of a Church, the Genus ot this or 
that member : So of (4) Congregation of viſible Saints, as 2 
un to all particular Congregations: New Divinity mult have 
pew Lopick to make it good; other iſe it is plain in Scripture 
nat C A body houſe, kiogdom, that is, his Church, is but one, 
one Integra, and ſo may be divided into members, but very 
- improperly into Species. 
4. Il this were true, that particular Congregations are þecies 
ofa Church in generall, beeauſe they conſiſt of the ſame parts 
| komogepegus wich the whole; then it would allo follow, that 
the particular viſtbie Saints whereof that Congregation con- 
ils, partaking of the common nature of the whole, ſhould be 
lo many Pecies-0f 8 Church, as there are particular members: 
which is abſurd. There is the lame reaton of the particular 
embers to a Congregation, that there is of particular Chur- 
es to the whole Church: They are both but members of a 
cater body. If chen particular Congregations be Species of a 
arch in generall ; then particular members ate ſpecies of 2 
Church particular : for they partake of the, common nature, 
thich is in the whole, and id the particular members, If it be 
mid (for 1 would object What I chought might be objected, to 
ive my ſelt and otheis ſatisfaction:) Thoſe particular Saints 
dae the ſame matter; but not the tame form, with the whole 
Congregation; For covcnanting or combining is the form of 
aChuxch particular, 1 anſwer, Ihey have the ſame form as well 
| ec with particular members, and they have part of the 
of the whole, as well as of the matter, For they have f 4 1. 
Bath, which D. Ames makes the internal firm of the Church in f 1 J. with 
pele members; and they have the ſame profeſſion of faith, 26,17. 


Which be makes the externall form; and the Congregation 
47 K 3 hath 
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together for the partaking of all Ordinances, & c. If it be ſaid, 


— __ 


hath no more, but part of the matter and part of the form 
of the whole Church, being (as he ſaies) but a ſimilar part 
of the Catholike Church: Hence it follows, That particular 
Churches zre no more #ecies of a Congregation in gene- 
ral, then particular perſons are ſpecies of a particular Congre- 
gation, 

5. If a particular Congregation, be a ſpecies of a Church in 
general, then it muſt have different definition from the your: 
But the definition of both is one and the ſame. Take that of 
of D. Amer © Eceleſa eſt catus bominum voeatorum, ſeu fideli. 

um: A Church u a company of men called, or of beleever; : } 
which is ſpoken of the Church in general, or the Catholike 
Church : or that other of an inſtitated Church: LA particular 
Church i a ſociety of beleevers joyned together by a ſpecial bond, te 
exerciſe conſlantly the communion of Saints, among tbem. 
felves : ] Or as others expreſſe it, [| 4 company of viſible Saints 
combined by common conſent to partaks of all Ordinances, &c. | 
This belongs to all viſible Saints, they are a company called out 
of the world, and bound by the Covenant of the Goſpel to joyn 


The whole Church cannot meet in one place, by common con- 
ſcat to partake of all Ordinances, I anſwer, 1. The whole viſi- 
ble Church Chriſtian, once at firſt, might and did meet all in 
one place, to that end. 2. It ſhould be ſo ſtill, if it were poſſi- 
ble 1 Ic is the multitude that makes the diviſion; but however, 
they are all members of the ſame One Church, and bound to 
exerciſe. communion with all the Saints in the world, and to 
partake of all Ordinances with them, as occaſion is offered. As 
for that ſpeciall bond (which they make the explicit Covenant ) 
as the difference of the particular Churches from the general, and 
from one another, it will be found not to be of that validity 
which they put upon it in due place, | 
6. If the whole viſible Church be Totem Integr ale, and all 
particular Cc members of that yiſible Chureh, then 
the Church is not a Genus to' particular Churches : The conſe- 
quence is undeniable, for theſe two Torwms ate contrarics, and 
cannot be one another: In one, the whole is cauſe of the parts; 
and io the other, the parts ate the cauſes of the Whole. But (1 
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aſſume, The Church is Totum Iotegrale, by his own confeſſion 
twice at leaſt: Once p. 63. L All the members of the Church 
Culolile, take it 4s an Integrum, are comprebended in particular 
Congregation. ] And again more expreſſy, p. 81. L All particu- 
lar Congregations are all the members that the viſible Church 
bath. Mark here an acknowledgement, 1. That there is a Ca- 
tholike viſible Church ( whereof all Congregations ate mem- 
bers) for whar he cals in one place, the Catholike Church, he 
calsin the other the viſible Church : which elſewhere he de- 
pies; and 2. That the Catholike viſible Church is an Integrum, 
and all Congregations are members: Then it follows that it can- 
not be a Genu, nor particular Congregations ſpecies, Which 
yet he hath oft aſſerted, Now how the whole Church is an In- 
tegrum, and the particular Churches members, needs ſome more 
accurate conſiderations wherein few have ſpoken diſtinctly e- 
nough. The compariſons whereby this is commonly illuſtrated, 
of an heap of ſtones, made up of many ſtones : an Army of ma- 
ny Regiments, a Corporation of many companies, &c. do not, 
per omnia, fit the caſe in hand. Firſt, that of an heap of ſtones, 
made up of many ſtones, fits the Catholike Church, made up ot 
ſingle belcevers, but not made up of many Congregations : For 
Congregations are not like ſingle itones, cxiſting of themſelves, 
before their union with the whole; but they ariſe and ſpring 
fromthe whole as effects or produdts thereof: The Reſemblanee 
$ fixter thus; Imagine a great ſtone made up by augmentation 
or accretion of many pieces or particles of gravel or ſand, and 
this ſtoge after divided into many pieces: Now the gravell or 
land are the parts of the (tone, and give eſſence to it as an Ixte- 
= 3 but the pieces of ſtone broken or divided from the 
e, are not /»regram & membra properly, but cauſe and ef- 
ieQ. In the firſt, the parts give eflence to the whole; In the 
the whole gives eſſence to the parts, part of the mat- 
ter and part of the form: So ſuppoſe an Army is to be raiſed ; 
to this purpoſe ten or twenty thou and ſingle perſons meet to- 
r: Theſe ate too many to be governed in one entire body: 
Thereupon they divide into Regiments, the Regiments into 
ies e The ſingle perſons are the materials of the Army 


tuſt, and give its eflence; but in the. diſtribution, the whole 
« 7 i gives 
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ives eſlence to the Regiments; and they to the companies. 
— (to make all plain) in making (Corporation, fia 
here is a conflux of ſingle perſons, they make the material cf 
the Corporation They cannot be governed in one confuſed 
body; therefore they divide into Wards or companies. Now ] 
thus conſidered, the whole gives eſſence to the companies, 2 
rhe ſingle perſons to the Whole: Yet looking upon a City thus 
conſtitute I» WC uſually ſay, The Congregation is an Iategrum, 
made up of the companies, When indeed, the companies arc 
made up of the Citizzos; This is juſt the caſe of the Now Ci- 
tholike Church, At firſt it was gathered of particular perſons, 
(by the Officers, therefore they were before the Church) theſe 
being united, made a Church: This Church multiplicd, and 
grown too many for one Aſſembly, divide, or are diſtt ibuted 
into many Congregations: And now we uſe to ſay, che whole 
Church is an nirgrum, and the particular Churches are mem- 
bers; and give eſſence tothe whole: whereas indeed the Con- 
gregations are made up of ſingle Saints, the materials of the 
Catholike Church. When therefore we ſay, the Catholike 
Church is an [ntegrnw, or Totum Integrale, we mean it pri- 
marily and properly, with reſpect to the ſingle members ; and 
this is D. Ames is Church eſſentiall: and ſecondarily, and impro- 
perly, with relpe&@ to the particular Congregations, becauſe 
they conſiſt of part of the matter, and part of the form of the 
whole: And in this reſpect it is, that the whole Church ſeems to 
be a Genus, or Totum E ſſentiale, ( though it be not ſo ) and 
the particular Congregations to be ſpecies thereof; becaulc they 
partake of the common nature, that is, the common matter 
and form of the whole Church: | And this not well conſidered 
hath miſlad our brethren into theſe notions, which are ſo incor 
ſiſtent wich truth 2 For the whole Church, being but one, can- 
not be a Gen, becauſe a Genus hath no exiſtence, but in a noti- 
on; but the whole Church exiſts, #s the body, houſe, kingdom 
of Chriſt ; and particular Churches are parts divided; Look at 
the whole Church in Geneſs, in its firſt conſtitution, and ſo the 
— the ingle members, are the cauſes of it, as an Integrum, 
look at it in Aualyß, in the diſtribution of it into Congte- 
gations, and ſo it gives eſſence and being unto them: To 7 
0 | chis 
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this yet more plain „ Tbe Catholike Church is not made up of 
15 Table is made up of ſeveral pie- 
bog mo — Tree of all its parts and branches. 
The not being to the pieces, but they to ĩt: but the 
Tree geo the branches that ſpring from it : the bran- 
| — — Amber of the Tree, but the Tree of the brar- 
ches; So the particular members give eſſence to the Church, but 
the Church by m and diſtributirig choſe members gives be- 
ing to the Congregations : The Apoltle ſaith, aſalem Which 
i above ts the morber of « all both perſons ah Congregitions, 
u bonn and bred in her, and from her. All Congregations are 
ber daughters ( and ſo are particular perſons in one ſenſe!) and 
ö oor perſons in another ſenſe may be ſaid to be the 
cauſes ot che whole Church : and thus we may eaſily 
the chiefeſt argument our Reverend Authour hath, a- 
che Catholike ( hurches, being an Integram,p.255. [_In- 
# a Whole to which the parts ave eſſentials, Hence the men- 
bert ere in nature be fire the Whole, Hence the integtum # another 
thing refulti om 1 members as an effect. Hence it follows un. 
2 ok * C barcl C — be Iategrum, it « a third or 
all the members, from al particular Congre- 
feions:! And ſo ow have — Ofre Act, avd — 
net per Nini the members. A i pream Governvar in 4 
Kingdom, 12 #Cany, beſides 22 Offices: | in the Regs 
e Te which: we ay, 1. It concerny him to anſwer t 
Argument himſelf; — grants (as afote) that the viſible 
Church is an Tategrum, and particular Churches are members 
ita How anſwet it. J — not. —— yo would 
difficulty rhas;”"The Cathoſike Church is an Zategram, 
towhorn all the particular members, ſingl&'beleen 2 — 
tials, Hence theſe partjcular members are-befofe-rhe whole ; 
Hence the whole is anothet- diſtin body from the ſingle mem- 
e 1 which they ſangle are not. Hence it fol- 
„ that being ſueh 2 Catholike Church, it hath 
„Act, and Ordinances, not pertaining properly to 
e members, It bath a ſupream Governour, the 
the King of this Kingdom, the Gene tall of 
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niſter 4 preach to Heatheng, and — 2 them, 

hom, r vrhich . 
dent. that the Otdinanets are . to a 

on, ( for then no man migbt nap migh e but ina 
gation) but they are to, and the Whole Chuich, 
and for Orders ſake, —— — 0 
which hereafter,” And thus much — 
gainltche fut lenſe of the words neee — 
conſidered as a C, , 

* — . — a Church ede Teum Eſet 
4, he means, a (pcciall.confideration of a Church, as contain. 
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as coofoleratiny together, 10 w. lt 1 the plaaſtip of the faith, 
4, 7 Bſſtiale, it 1 befsre all Offigers: I] Theſe 
viſible Sainte, h afcec makes che matter of anclſentiall Charch, 
2 . — 
a according to 
weed bechow to this ſenſe of che words. 7e. 
n effent 1 
—_— ſervs the difference betwixt our Authour and D. Ames 
(ee de bnd ſeem to follow; but takes leave to forlake 
ee leid) For, by che eſſential ſtate of the Church, 
— —— 
\ the form whereof is faich, Mad. l. 1. e. 33, 18. But 
— Church is made up of beleevers combi · 
re he will finde in Scripture ſuch an eſſential, homoge- | 
* without Officers; Iknow not. 1 e Ne 
that ing wrichourOdbcers, It is an cafe thing Church Eati- 
io a mans fancy, ſuch a body of a Church; and to tive in Scris 
— ce notion of viſible Saints: Bur the Scri- Prure. 
wepakingof'the Chutch (the whole Church) makes it 
Hereropencom body — — members and Officers. It 
ua expreſly wk if the whetrbod went aue mennber, ] an eye, ot 
bn up either of one kinde of member, as an eye or 
king; ot every membec were un eye ur hand, where were the 
bot 8 1 are one bedy : en 
oy, | his Church eſſenciall or ous: We Cant, 6.4. 
nds —— water is a'homogencall body, and there- 
Wreevery<{rop of it is an homogeneous patt ; and _cvery part 
—.— the whole, — — not 
then member of a particular Copgre» 
— & Church, 25 the particular 
we borrows the name of the whole Chorch, bur this 
s :beard of in Scripture or experience. 
. = af eflectial or homogencous is but i ed ot 
ya, 11 diſtinct coafideration of a Chutch, applis- 
7 bes the whelo Church, and.cxery compie 
on, co | —— — 
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Q hc et tu e 18 and that is the po. 

| nicaly; {tare e here ace 

ches, but three mai ot conſiderations of the ſame 

Churck! Not that theſe members exiſt firſt as an Eſſentiall 

Church, who e ee male theit Officers (which 

fancy een erer pattnets) and {9 

t .Ipecifically differing from 

— Church: For the Officers themſelves of * Cote 

gregation, may be thus conſidered ; 1. As they are viſible Saints, | 

and ſo parts of the eſſential Church, 2. As Saints in combinatie 

on with others; and ſo ate parts: of the Integral Church, 3c AL 

Ofticers ſet over that Church. and ſo are parts of the political 

Chuich : And yet an Officer ſo conſidered is not three men, but 
one man, under a threefold conſideration. 

4 Iadde one thing more, Thi it is not poſſible that there 
ſhould be in eſlentiall Church ( ss he cals it) exiſting without 
Officer; I mean thut That they cannot be fo much is viſble 
Saints (otdinatily) without Officers, to convert, at leaſt to 
bapte tham: much lefleican they combine to be an Eſſential 
Church; till they bebaptized. And-this I adde, on purpoſe to 

pbjeRtic char may bemade : Suppoſe a company 
e v0 nyo Iſland; without any 

to chaſe Officers out of 

ul Church exiſting before and 
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ſential Church without Officers; but I addey they are not 

dy a Church wirbout Officers; And this brings me to a 

Eee of the words of our Anthour ; calling this 
Tetwmeſſentiale both a Church, and the firſt Church. 


d Tbat he cls this Tetum efentiale 3 Church, is thus cal- 


dis words twice togetter; [ Thi & caled (prima) 

Ecxleſia, and this Church hath the right of elefling, &c. ] That 
is, This company of viſible Saints combined, as Totem eſſentiale, 
un Church: ale ſpeakerh c ly, pag. 90. And pag.8g. pro- 
this queſtion to be Ne Whet ler a company of 
weren this viſibly conf derating themſtlves, are truly called, 

and are in truth 25 in . 4 Church, in phraſe of Scripture, he- 
85 ) This :ſtion we ſhall herea lictle de- 
. 15 have me it, and not 
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ile chat conſiſts of be. 
Olheers;' but bis e ſſentiall 
4 pf . If Of viſible Saints, * 
htte is his own, Chepr,1. Ar 
l e lo bis body is ci 
third : therefore there is 
ich (br botk one with him be 
. Frutiali, or Totem Integr ate, then 
ta Ry wirch cos of viſible Sainte without 
he fit tent yell Gi Chapter, 8 
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{ that v, political) 
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| i cotfidered two waies, 1 
den log —_ diſtin» 
wegral as 
ey been diſtin Freie ( of u ar 
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operly be caſe bythe nateofche whole, {thougha part of 
homogeneous Inregrams may :) Bot vichle Sie are but 
or heteropencons ; che olceal-Church, of 


See this object. 


Cobeg proper 
bevy woods ſpeak exactly, neither a Claſſic of Officers af- ed,par,1,p,207 


ſembled, nor a company of viſible Saints combined, can pro- 
periy be called 2 Church: They deny a Ci ſſis of Officers to be 
Church, and we deny a company of Saints combined without 
Officers'to be a Church; ; being both of them but parts of a 
a Church, and therefore pro- 
joe The truth is, though both a Ci and a com- 
Saints without Officers, have by cuſtome obtained to be 
Churches; yet properly they ate but patts cr members of 
thewhoſe Chirch diverſly combined, But we adde. 
I we will ſpeak exactly, a particular Congregation con- 
ers and members, is not properly a Church, but a 
member of the C atholike, viſible -polities This is ac- 
inowledged by D. Ames, Med, Ii. 1. en. 32. fe. 3. { A particular 
Church in r. ect of the (atholike Clarch ( is not a ſpecies of a 
rob, but) a member componnded of th: agpregationof divers 
embers ; fo ew g of thoſe ſmgle members, « alſj 
7 And in ſect. 4. he fr 2 Congregations 
[relied Ch er) are 4s it Were fnnilar parts of the Catholike 
bre e and fo e 4 * 
5 of a Cbereb properly; therefore 
("oureber :- And if they, much more ſome members of 
member; Np og without Officers are improperly 


a Church, ſo the part iculat Cons 
but hk ooeln of the wholoCharch, is impro · 
Furcht. This tidy be illuſtrated by ocher ſimili- 


| Ad Tha the fingle members "of © Congregati- 


5 bes 5 the Chirch io called en Army with bonnete 
| White fri 28 conſiſting of ſeveral Regiments, having all 


of Officers, 8 for ihe moſt part the ſame _ 


25 5 
3 
. 
; 
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— on. 


C3 Gaps: 


23 — arens called an Ar- 
Ti ride, and go leveral wairs, they are vulgarly 
operiy, being but members of the 

diſtrib tion of them into eral Regiments, is 

Not Seri [megri is wembra ; Again, the mili- 
tant pr called. che Whol: Famiiz in earth: being too great 
tomeet in one place, it divideth int ſeveral rooms, yet is but 
one Family ( is was ſaid abore) And this is not a diviſion ofa | 
gens into fþ-ciesy but of an {ntegram into members, &c. 
Il. it be ſaid, the Scripture frequently cals particular C ongre- 
gations Churches, The Churches of Judea, &c. I anſwer, it it 
true, becaulc they are (as it were) ſimilar parts of the whole; 
partaking of the common natute, and baying the ſame parts 


with che whole, viſible Saints and Officers: but it is very im- 


properly; for properly there is but one Church, one body, 
houſe, kingdom of Chriſt, divided into ſeveral members, rooms, 
ProvincesFe. And I adde this alſo, That thoſe Congregations 
which the Scripture cals Churches, were not combinations of 
vilible Saints only, without Officers; (which he cals an eſſen- 
cial Chnrch, and others an entitive Charch ] dut conſiſted all of 

them of members and Officers, and were political Churches: 
aSIhaveſaid elſewhere in anſwer to M. Cettos; to which I te- 
ferre. More A nts might be added, but theſe ſhall ſuffice 
at preſent ; we thall fag more When we come to anſwer his At- 
guments in the $. Chapter. Oaly I deſire it may again be obſer- 
ved, that here our Authour Rept out of his way, by variation 
ber eee, miſleads his Reader all the way, by 
. which oy a conſidera- 
el This being removed, a ilds upon 

a ons io the ground, as 4 appears in the ſeq 

t particular aſſerted (and b "FL is, that 


* . the for- 
mer; 2 Church, quia prin Charch, in 


all-mens 1 n ads 
ebene daten, ich it; And (o 2 e it. 

4 Alm pan many ſubſc- 
quent milcarri ha ſhall ſay f more upon it. For be 
taping this — that this is a ( bereb, and the ay 
34 | Conrce, 


2 | Hookers 550. E 


| concluſions it; © Tta babe 
Mt, " the firſt 505 [Tia heb 45 
8 93 * charchi 
OR, „is not prima Eccleſca, the 
i theſe reaſons briefly, J 
#Charchds EfenialeTorom, i is but a 0 
of a Church, which is an adjun of a Church, 
> be the firſt Church. The Antecedent is pro- 
re The conſequence is clear, The ſubject 
ebe Adjunct; but the Church-Catholike is the 
ition of it, as Toru eſſentiale, as conſiſt- 
| — is but an Ad junct; Therefore. And this is 
e is his own Way, in chis place; Io the firſt Chapter, he 
ir otdeſerded (though imperfeRtly ) a political Church : 
Polar Church (laies he) may, is its conftitution be con- 
either as Totem Eſſentiale, or Integrale : ] Whence it is 
evident the political Church is the ſubject 15 this conſideration, 
_ wif miſt exiſt before it. So that e a policical Church 
— — e- Church (as we have proved it 
ormer chapter) or of a particular Congregation 
: nn ( as he 7 EN there = Church 
re it be conũdered as eſſential, conſiſting of viſible Saints. 
* other member of his diſtinction of the Church conſi- 
dered as [#tegral:, chat is, with teſpect to Officers; there mult 
” vinical Church, the ſubject of choſe Officers (as they call 
mes) before it can be conſidered as Totum Integrate : 
was he's either the Church is at the ſame time conſidered 
ith reſpec co Officers, as well as Efſearrale with- 
moers, and fo they are neither firſt ; or(which is the truth) 
ere is. Cal Church( whether Catholike or particular) be- 
vom cheſe conſiderations; and ſo theſe cannot be either of 
mem eicher a Church, or the firſt Church. 
3- integral parts of a political Church, cannot be ſaid to be 
à Chur vasafore, or) the firſt Church: This is evident, be- 
ie they a er in the compoſition of the /ntegrum : 
Wn way of a particular, political Church : Pa- 
are Relates, and ſo mu nat A, together in na- 


en neither can be ſaid to be firſt: The flock of vi- 
M ſible 


Chap. 2. $5 
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grall | of the. Clurch, and 


given to the 


will not be, whether the „ent ian Church, be beſore 
tegtal Church: or, the Integral before the eſſential, 
ther of them ate 4 Church, but conſiderations of the 
Church. But the queſtion will come to this, whether viſible 
be before the Officers, or Officers before viſible Saints: which 
fals in hereafter. Though ſomething is ſpoken of it in the next, 

3. A particular Church is but a member divided from the 
whole Cruch therefore the whole muſt needs be before it ;The 
Church was once but One ; Neceſſity cauſed the diviſion into 
Congregations, becauſe they could not all meet in one place; 
Now though in conſtitution of an Iategrum, the parts be be- 
Fore the whole, as the eſſential cauſes thereof; yet in the div 
ſion ot diſtribution of an Inte grum, the whole is befare the parts, 
Oar Lord intended to have one Church of Jew and Gentile, of 
all nations through the world: but they could not poſſibly 
meet in one place, therefore when they are multiplied, they muſt 
be diſtributed into particular Congtegations, containing part of | 
the eſſentials of the whole, that is, Officers and people: and then 
it follows, that the whole Catholike Church is prime Eccleſia, 
and Congregations orte. True it is, that particular fingle Saints 
as members, were at firſt before the whole Church, made up 
thereof; as they arc before the particular Congregation con- 
 bſtiog of them 2 But particular Congregations being divided 
from the whole, muſt nccefſarily be after che whole; and fo, not 
£ cclefia prima : This is partly confeſſed by ſome, no mean In- 
dependents : The Authours of the Defence of the . poſitions, 
22 ig their opinion. [The Catholike myfical Church u 


"me prima materia, ont of Which political Churches by their 
combination ape firmed: ] and before thar, [Thi Cid 
eh in ſome refpets, the firſt Church and particular Chur- 

chez or. a. | 4. Thoſe 


* . Hookers $ Sur vey, &c, 


ut are made viſible Saints in another Church, and fo 
s before they can be # particular Congre- 
or be Kals prima, the firſt Church. This is clear 
g bl p, there was a Church before this Church: 
nints combining were made viſible 
.. —— 2 in another Church, and 
-thatpolicicel,cherefore this is alſo manifeſt: For take one of their 
f .— in Nen. Englua, they were (confeſſedly) con- 
verrec —— ized in our political Churches: and fo out Chur- 
ches are to then primaEcclefia+ ot take a company of Heathens, 
they are firſt converted by Officers and baptized ſingle into the 
atholike political Church: therefore tbey cannot be Eccleſia 
prim. ither che particular, or rather the Catholike Church 
mult nerds be before tem, and that's Eceleſcaprima, But of 
this we Mall peak again ere long; this (hall lutfice at preſent; 
ind we go on with our Authour. 
Bo 4, Helaies, L Thy Church ( no Church) bath right of chufing 
-Oficers; and mum thefe are ſer in it, it becomes Torum Organi- 
2] He ſhould have ſaid Integrale: for that was the word 
a diſtinction before uſed z But that is ſpoken to be- 
fore: But this as che former is pericio princ 7 and unſealo- 
nably ſpoken here, unleſſe it were firſt proved; and it is eaſily 
q for it fals together with the former, and is beaten 
down by the ſame Arguments. We hill apply them briefly. 

1, If this be no Church, then it cannot chuſe, that is, in his ſenſe, 
make her own Officers: This is proved, becauſe now exriv,nula e/t 
atio chat which hath no being, hath no working. But this To- 
 48WE ſſentiale,or ſo conſidered, is no Church, as hach been proved. 
Therefore, for it is but a or conſideration of a Church. 
4 Clutch is an Iytegrum made up of Officers and people, 
Weretore they muſt boch be exiſtent aſunder, before they be com- 
bine and ſo cannot be in that ſenſe made by one another. The 

Oſher makes them Saints, but doth not make them a Church: 

they chuſe tho Officers, but do not make them ſach : that is, 
en do not make or ordain them Officers, but chuſe them to 
3 y being Officers before, if not in time, yet in or- 
—.— here lies one of the great miſtakes in the In- 


| dependeot 1 * z that they i * a Church without, * 
N ore 
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Saints wee: — c n So: Officers are made 
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3. Thoſe that muſt have Officer to malte them capable of 

ſhip,cannot make their own Officers, 

etfeck cannot be before the cauſe; 

rifle Stine ouſt have Oer to make them 

——— — 

are not ca of 

| ip 5o {ill the queſtion whether is firſt, 

fficers: Not which is firſt, a theſe vibe Fine 

"Theſe viſible Saints may be before their this 
Officer; and this or that Officer may be before theks 
. Skines « Bur there moſt be Officerebefore there can be 
n And this is certain, it is 

, the Officers were before the viſible 

2 L mereooe made by chem za0d ſoit las we con 


ccive : But ee 


6, — ee die way of objc- 
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mer example, A 


Vet with this difference, as I , that 

of people free from any civil government, may ei- 
own Officers 3 But 

Chriſt both for 


ecs over them, or by 
ſet thoſe 
g Officers, 
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1 Cor. 3. y. 


| Grit. 4 the- Head thereof,” by by the holy Gho 


We "Ot been very- guponthoſe * * af our Authour, 
bur the faule was in himſelf, who ſo bemiſted us with bis crypti 
cal method, and ſo-miſtead us, hy ſtepping out of the way, that 
we have had much trouble to finde our way. We now return to 
follow him with che light of the former diſcourſe, and to con- 
ſider what he ſaies concerning the cauſes of a viſible Church ; in 
ber firſt conſtitution: And thus he proceeds. [ The can/c: of 
viſible Charch, are. The efficient, 2, The materiall, and z. 
mal. ] Before I comers the particulars; I defire the Reader to 
take notice of his words, cauſes.of a viſible Church (be 
ſaies) not of aneſſential Church, of which he had ſpoken be. 
fore : Look ait (t it) as inthe firſt cauſes, aut of Which ſbe ex. 
its, and this is Eceleſia prima :] $0 that if he would have ſpoken 
conſonantly to himſelf;he ſhould not have ſaid, the cauſes of a vi- 
ſible Church, but the cauſes of an eſſential Church, are theſe, e. 
I noted this method before, from the viſible policicall 
Chutch to the efſencial; and from the eſſential back again tothe 
viſible, But we muſt follow our Leader. 

1. [ Theefficient is God the Father, through the Lord ſu 
*. 7] Here are two 
things to be obſerved. 1. That the principal efficient cauſes of 


both the viſible or politicall, and the — Church, are all the I 

ſame; God the Father, through the Son, by the holy Ghoſt: 

Jet it's apparent, he intends it onſy of the eſſential or bomoge- 

neous Church. 2. Bat the chief. thing I obſerve is this, that ei- 

ther 25 Ade or y he omits the inſtrumental efficient 
$ that — Miniſters of the Wore 


the people unto 
_ yer not. many Fo- 
Which is the 


abe lf — — 

Series i:] But not one word 

having an hand in erccting of Churches: 
Ainilter is eſpeciulſy ſeen in making be- 


done lon before thete-was any Magiſtrate Chriſtian to 
e an had in erecting Churches; yea, the Scriptore ſpeaks of 
Mäziſkers as being themfelvesreredted for this end [ ro gatter int. 18. 
feople aut of the world to the per it cling of the Saints for the work 


of the Ain, &.] EY. 4.12. And this I take it is another 
.. grand; miſtake in the Independent way, that they make the 
Cburch to be-before the Miniſter, to chuſe ber Officers (that 
is to otdain them) which is to make the childe to be before the 
father the effect before the cauſe. For as there muſt be materi- 
als, before a Church combined by cenſent of members: ſo there 
muſt be Miniſters, to hew and iquare, and fit thoſe materials 
for. the combination, or contignation (as he after cals it) 
which is done by teaching and baptizing them, without which, 
they are but the remote matter of a Church, rydis indigeaque 
ole. If any ſay, I made the Officers the matetials of a Church 
tore, and are they efficient roo ? I anſwer, himſelf made Jeſus 
Crit the efficient cauſe of the Church, yer iFhe alſo the head 
ofthe Church, and that is a part of the body; But in ſeveral no- dreblppas / an 
tons, the ſame parties are both efficient inſtrumental cauſes of Officer) is a 
he famuly, and alſo members. of the ſame. I only adde this ob- brother as well 
ervatior that he ſaies, [ He i not perſwaded that the chief Aa- an ot the 
rene ſhowld flana a neuter, and tolerate all Religions, I would aug . 52. 
God bis brethren hete were ſo perſwaded too. But 1 ſup- che Tesche. 
Pole. in New» England, they allow the chief Magiſtrate more is fater, it 
- Power then ſo, that no Church is erected without his leave; Perer. 
- Wongh here his brechren have gathered, and do daily gather $** che Way, 
eutches, without the leave or cognizance of the chief Ma- P87. 
3, L Proceed we now to make enquiry of the mateer, and there 
n firſt. concluſion is Negative; Pariſh precinfls do not give 
4 max F100; er make him matter fit for a vigghte Congrega- 


Before he build his own houſe he labours to pull down ours; 
»queſtion if not to deſtroy the conſtitution of our Churches by 
ochal bounds, (which yet is done for the moſt part in 
gland, To which weſay, 1. No man ſaies abſolutely 


that par Precin&s do make a man a Church-member i For 
| ach heathen 


cannot meet 
rh thereafter i in the 
TY Rowe, Corinth &c. u 


Pri ry void y ardent toe every poee 
z Cor. 1.10, 1. go whether he liſt : xa ox ae ie, 2 = 
See cap.1 1.18, che confideration of the hiſms, ( 
the Apeſtle expr Chen) in the print —— cen 
one ſaid, 7 aw Paul, and another I aw of «poles, and 1 
third, 1 of Cepbas ; that is, of his ion, & c. were 
not caaſed from this liberty, that people took to themſelves 
( having no fixed bounds for their ) that every one 
would run to hear him, whom he liked beſt; as the beſt Prea- 


cher (they baving different gifts) with flighting not only of 
viliying 


ons another, but even the Miniſters themſelves, one in 


compariſon 
i migecs, ng of the bowels of the Church. The 
ſelves gi reaſon e 4 


jp, that the members ſbould cohabit, ordwell as ncer together 
conveniently they muy : and this he graves, þ 49, 4: 


give leave: 
II. Barrier Mo. are not . 
del. p.57. 


e 
y bo fit C whers, in regir om 
. not to all: and ſo i it iu in ir gathered 


; Congregations, | pon all this, all his arguments will appear © 


ther 


of another; Sure it is, we ſinde it ſo now, to the — 
CR” 3 


of thoſe duties which ariſe from Charch-wember- | 


x 
- 
££ = a OA a_— XM@<c Dc a—_ DR _ A Eee et ao: r BEE 25 r. 


1 18 


* 
_ of 
” and hy 755 


= ll TIS leaſe to ap ly the 
eee —.—. * Proceed to his 9 


2 matter appointed by God, to 
gy: eB Before I confider the con- 


: Aden oF notice e explication of the terms, 
ng of the queſtion. 

„ What we Authour means by a viſible Church in this place, 

A tg e ad noted, viz. an eſlential Church, (though be had 
political and a viſible Church, all one) Now ys it 

x, that viſible Saints are the matter of his eſſential Church, 
trhepargallo the matter in part of a political Church: and 
i heobſeures the ttuth, by walleing in a miſt : And he might 
| kivefaid, The material cauſe of a policical Church, are only vi- 
ſible Saints, in cundid ſen ſe, as was noted before: But the chief 
doude' i is, what he means by viſible Saints, ( for here allo he 
NJ He muſt mean it either 1. in pppoſition to i- 
Phane perſons: or. 2. In cogtradiſtinction to Offi- 

eſpect to both, as chey are Saints: If he take 
othe fast ſenſe (as he often ſeems to do) that wicked men 
reno fit materials of a viſible Church, which he cals eſſential, 
# ful not differ with him in this. But then we ſay, viſible 
Ae are alſo-the matter of a political Church: and therefore 
| wt ut have conſidered vifible Saints to be the matter of a po- 
11 alndbie Chr as well as of the effential Church. a. But 
Sainte, de underſtand members, in contradiſtinction 

(as he ſometimes doth, p4g.90. and elſewhere) then 

cher Officers are no viſible Saints, nor members of a vi- 

Ch ch, nor may be ſo conſidered, which is very unſound ; 

ey be alſo Saints, then the matter of a viſibleChurct, 

as well as people, Or 3. If by viſible Saints he undec- 
tand t members and Officers, conſidered as viſible Saints, 
An he gives us the matter of a political Church, and not of an 
clic w [2s de intended to do. The truth is, his diſtinction of 
land Integrale, is not a diſtribution of a Church 

c hoch olf been ſaid.) but two modi or conſidera- 
»litica} Chureb: The ſame perſons as viſible 


25 of political Charch, as well as of an —__— 
N a 
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cia Church [pecitical 
wult be rim ele, and have powe 


material | canſes of a viſible Chorch, 

e Integral parts © the lame Church; erage 

FF them neither can properly be prims 

| 15 ee the ſame Compe/irum toy & 

r can one of {ig Sea; make another. But ta- 

ki 11 5 Saints, as oppoſed-to. prophane and wicked, we 
ad in the dert place, whom, be reputes for viſidk 


2. By 8 u be ſuch either in truth ot 
Mie to 2Ppearapce, is the judgement of charity: And 
Conf, of faith, be AGES, { \ Na Fee concluſion, for lo 
cap. 2 5. ſect. 2, the Re. 8810 $3). the luſante of cos ſederau 
beleevers 55 —ꝗ ovenant cc. I otherwiſe he might 
have been luſpe 0 d 0 4 with Avadaptiſts, whoſe cor- 
cluſion concerning the matter of a Church is the vety ſame with 


his : For viſible Saints ſo generallyee eſſed, ſeems to exclude 
Infants and children, even of viſble Saints in their minority and 


y, 
ro include only ſuch is being of years, have ( ag he ſpeaks after. 
wards hang the i queſtion, 7 2 ex pref: 


| 1 ic] which how it ma beſo oken 
ly, 1 lcav canſidered. 2 


HO EY ore | 21. he + mearsonly a particulat 
-ongregat L 24 (they are his 
Aeg 5. 13.) there eee #5 of many Sin! 
ing, oth to ch * Gabe — Grk, brine ce 
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945 (viz. prophane and ſcan» 
one ret of Cbriſl. can, and 
LE the 

con- 


W Ne es by 8 of a Church. For 4 Church 
muß be laid tobe gathered three waies. 1. Out of Heathens, as 
— . — — them in the firſt plantation of Chriſtian 
Churches, 3. Out of falſe and heretical Churches, as if any 
ſhoold endeavour to gather a Church out of Remiſb Antichys- 
nd oben Ws 3. Our of ſuch as are reputed true Chutch- 
m otrupted. This queſtion then is very neceſſs- 

be reſolved, becauſe one Rule will not ſerve for all, nor 
* faisfie all If a Church were to be gathered, either 
tolatr om Hedthent, or entire andfalje Churches 

Me is, Come owt from among fl, Cor. 6.17, Rev. 18. 

niwer to the queſtion is, one bur viſible Saints 

wr re tto be admired, But if a Church be 


| h oat of nerve Chart, but — the Church dortabt- 
by caltitizout ſuch xs will not be reformed. For I deſire ic 
duſty be conſidered, whether togarher Churches out of 

ie? e way to'deſtroy, not roheal diſeaſed 
Churches to make up one. In the 

utalh it would be a ſtrange way of cute, to cut off, or 
che ſound members, and leave the rotten and diſcaſed 


ither ei eure one another, or perith, Yer this is the Way of cure, 
3 N 2 which 


: iy, yackno . 
rt ' 89 fre cm their word) 


4 4 MERE 
thdraw 4 pay our beſt 
Py W | 


. 
bot ales, the { burches of 
9 25 5 is no error ali 255 he cals the con- 


Tenet of thoſe of the Separation, [ nor only extreaml 
| rien, but fo rio fe And our brethren here, ſome of 
them expreſly: gront us to be true Churches and yer both be and 
they not n but practiſe * ＋1 of Churches, out 

Wextteamly rigid and unreaſona- 

hriſtia n world, and all reaſonable men reſolve. 

it is, for chem to gather, or rather to ſteal 

17 pe when we und thay ate entre d into 

nt, to make à Refotm bn of a corrupt · 

ed Church, and 0 not to begin 2 new foundation of a Church. The 
2 lay.ir te their hearts, that it may never be laid to their 
„ But to ieturn to out a He laid down good 

| ollowed it, ww Our Savi- 

may be be wntill that 


„ is 22 wſed, When 


15 Ct EE 
ers them 
an be over; which being 

e of gathering 

rous and pernicious ; 

deſire la * hor (agrecing in 
„ Wh: x of we Saint ip 
| of Eble Church And this 


| ihe 


52 * — „ a 


a. > 


. — 8 DL Ten p Hola 
rd profe ſion t he matter of a Church: we pit — 
222 (the words ave in a different character) c eared peg. 4. 


the breathings of the holy Spirit, and experi- CW 


_- witneſſed in a firifter converſation tobe the +. 
es, our Auchour hicſelf requires, La blame. K, fei, 
dneffenſive converſation, I gag-15,. to make a — "hg 
5 latter for a viſible Church : But becauſe he alſo 
wn wſclt and them from that exactneſſe of Sugar 
ie his meaning to their, as he explains it; only 1 
xopour lomne. « things to their conſideration concerning 
ehr s of viable Saintſhip, as finding 2 great latitude 
| 0 1 2 
"Hg parents in Covenant, not only Infants but 
0 4 more age, in their minority, ſuch as we call youths or 
wht > of 9.10; or 12, years old; are granted to be members, 
lng fic matter of a Church; Who yet have no great wiſeble gt. 5. 48. f 
neſs, but only e ral Helineſi, to make them to be fit mat - 74eir chits 
ede haying not much knowledge or inoffenſiveneſs dren, &c. 
of [converlationg. to countenance them. 
. Mar of years of diſcretion enough, that have been bapti- 
bred vp in the Church, have neither eminence of holi- 
ihe rich only of it (as be ſpeaks, p.23.) nor yet are 
failings and in firmities, which more or le ſſe may 
ear tothe apprehenſion of the. Judicions,”| (they 
rords, ibid.) yer theſe are granted to be fic matter 
rs of a viſible Church: But theſe are not of an un- 
and inoffenſive converſation, For as tern on the 
dend with rear external formalities of Religion, in 
ee $0 Sixcerity, on the other may be had 
* which may render the man ſuſpected, to 
Bf . and — 45 may ſometimes break out, ſo that 
ma grades: d to make out a right judge ment Whe- 


the Kr tc ado 4 page or caſt out ſuch a man, as no fit matter 
E. N 2 3. - There 


— 


en e ee e ee 


— apy 


e 3 


> 
£% - * # 
4 * 
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De (laies he, pg 15.) we cal di. 
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i r 33 N wp \ 
1 
Tae ave fit matter of 4 viſpble 
"$4. Ars - This is pretty large, 
Ane Churches ond there- 


33 c A It s men, . are to 

Noto bers; a 1 ſmarter of Church: So himſelf 
en 0 0 rch being corrupted ) whey 

> h 64 ny and a toleration of neceſſity 

u ded, the evil be ro_ the 


— may not be allowed to be 


le Charch (not 4} pry the new way) 
ill — be dhe: . ejected ? However, it had 
n happy for England that fo much favour had been ſbewed 


ro our Churches, as is here granted to their own degenerts | 
ting Churches x viz. a toletation of them (without ſeparation 
from chem ) til the Church had gotten ſo much power jarid/- 


to examine, and to convince The parties and cenſures appl. 
6d for Reformation. . 


5. U former ants, [L 1. That not the eminence? hut the 


; 2 7 pon 3, Thi ire 


ee be attended 


| ox allowing of 
2 = oo the contrary, but that che 


party 


1 e ſo fair a con- 


» £93 6 Lan ertain. 

e cc e phone 8 aiſm or 
Sermon ,-and. were 3 8 and 
could not give any great poſitive teſti - 

ir knowledge o Chriſtianity or theit holineſs 
anſwering this very Objection, ſaies [ 7 l 


um 85 . to the ſemen of 22 to hope they. are 

| — when nothing wpan knowledge or — 7. o the con- 

J p.87. Ba ſure it is, ſome of om brethren here, 

Ne- Lale too; if they be grown tenderer 

45 fe Nen pelitive ligns and proofs of grace and 

converſion: wirneſs he whom ] named above, D. Holes and 
ome orhers chat I could name. 

6, An it woyld alſo be conſidered, that it ſeems very 

rational, that ſome may be accounted (and ſo admitted ) to be 

-ofa Church, and ſo members,ro ſome Ordinances,though 

dot to all; Thus it was in the Jewiſh Church, proſelytes chem- 

ſelves were admitted to all Ocdinances, but is children only 

to circumciſion; till they were of ſuch an age, 1 2. years old, ſay 


8 So it was in the primitive convetſions to Chri- 


anity 8 were upon theic Baptiſm admitted to all 
(01040 t theit children were only baptized, and when 
WW0-uP a nile admitted to bearing the word, cc. but not to 

dhe l r (though there grew an errourafterwards, to 
give Infancs that Sacrament alſo : ) So it is in the Independent 
themſelves; Infants and younger children are baptized and ac- 
counted members, yet not to all Ordinances. I ſhall adde one 
more; It would alſo be conſidered, whether an excom- 
municate perſon be not ſtill a member to ſome Ordinances ; to 
| dmonition,and to hearing the word, & c. As amongſt 

e Jew aleprons perſon was ſequeltred from his houlc, and 


nfrom communicating in holy things, yet were 


doth members of that Church, only they were abſtented 

Fluipended for a time, for ſome Ordinances .z. And as it is in a 

ueaied body natural, a leprous, or paralytical member, hath 
Fa! Fall communion from the head or fellow-members, as 

e dune members have ; yet is ſtill a member till it be cut off; 


So 


4% 


2 Theſ z. 14, 


» 


17. 


— 


e of the cen- 


ea ng This himſelf 

| en he I210s o blech as bate to be refor- 

pag. 18, d; L Lu #4 be ſuppoſen fü wwe © 6, ( that u, be ordinary 
wers of the 4) nay, for angle we ks omi d do ſi, &t. 

See f 48, By know, be i 0 8 | " { the pol ior 3 of M. Rath, Thﬀ we 
ſuce all iont ard nayy bearing maker awan meme; Bar for all that be faies, 
6 fixed atten. ; ia e. zonlidere | — 0 Aimar. bearing of the Word, 
baxce, &c. S th co renengy N | „ withey 4 an is joyned, 101 
wan under it. elignofamemb:rofthat Coogre- 

" The end of this di- 

is but only <his, to 

man, cn A ha degrees fSaintſhip, and any one of 

tem fuſlicweco to mike a man a member an fie” matter of avi- 

e ade this 

judicious, 28 

roman 8 


c wakle the — 5 next Cha- 

conteſt” between the Authour, and 

ſhall not intermeddle with it, but leave it 

neo him do yindicute himſelf, in tue things by him prv- 
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285 | Wy . n AP, III. | 
of the formal Canſa of 4 viſible Charch, the 
EE Church. Covenant. 


XXI. now ( with him) come to conſider of the For- 
VV mal cauſe, that which makes the Church to be that 
| ern and gives the ſpecifical nature thereunto. His aſſert» 


1 L Haina covenanting and confederating of the Saints D. Ames makes 


N 


, the ñ lem hip of the fail, according to the Order of the the Cov. nant 


Go 1,5 7 1 , . Z. not the form 
2 * Which gives being aud conftitution to a viſs eee 


. : lum the bond 
Before! come to his particulats, I ſhall propound ſome things 5 the Church, 

generally: to be conſidered, upon his whole proceeding ; And the internall 
NC are theſe. form, he laies, 


aſe precious expreſſions of his, L Tat af the ſaith fall, hy repay 


whether cewingly er ſincerely ſuch, ſtattered np and down the face rr 
the tarth, are butlike ſcattered ſtones in the ſtreet, or timber Meds: f c. 74 


felled in tie woods, &c. e And that they cannot (to common ſenſe) (. 6,37, and 
be tvs bt.to mak up 4 uiſiblet ommumion, when they are wot only c· 3 * 15, 
5 ered one. m auetber, but, as in times of perſecution, they may 


2 
& 


komm each te other, ] are unwary and unſafe exprel- 
long,” rhence it would follow, 1. That the Saints fo ſevered, 
ate. not members of the viſible Church, and ſo no members of 
| Chriſt; Or 2, That a maa may be a viſible Saint, anda member 
ont, and yer no member of the viſible Church. 3. It de- 
liroits the Charches being in times of perſecution, when the 
embers are ſcatteted one from another, 4. It gives Papiſts and 
Seckaries gecafion: to ſay, That there hath been notrue viſiBle 
Church, exgept Rome be one) theſe many hundred years, be- 
cauſe there was no ſuch mutual covenanting of Saints, as they 
requite to give it heinz, till either the Independents, but of ye- 
ſterday, or the $ ax&ilts: their elder brethren, not much anci- 
enter, Eutned ira ack ca ſuch a mutual Covenant. 
2. la thaaſſertion it ſelf; there 8 chis general miſtake, that he 
55 | | take $ 


s Chap.3. © eien © 
'——— rakes the vilible Church, only for a 

applying chat to it, which 
chollke viſible Church. For 


tis 4 viutuall Covenant, that gives 


the Becing to the whole viſible Church, and that primarily, i 


well as to a particular Congregation, and to it ſecondarily, 
Ina ſmuch as a man mult, in order of nature atleaſt, and in his 


way in order of time too, be a member firſt of the Genetall 


Church, before he be capable_to be a member of a parti- 

cular. © 1 5 
3. There is alſo a great Defect in his Aſſertion; For he makes 
the. mutual covenanting to be only of the Saints among them- 
ſelves ; (By Saints he means people wichout Officers, ) where- 
as the Covenant is made with God or Jelas Chriſt the bead, and 
with the Officers of the Church, as Well as with the members; 

I ſay. 85 

5 The Covenant is made with the Head firſt; without whom, 
the covenanting of all the Saints cannot make it a Church of 
Chriſt, or the body of Chriſt The ligaments that tye this body 
to that Head, are internally the Spirit of God and Faith, exter- 
The form of a nally the Covenant, made at their firſt converſion : So M. Cor- 
viſible Church ton expieſſeth it, T he Way, p.2. propol.z, LTi i of fe dithe 
is freeand © full ¶ lriſtiani into the felowſbip and ftate of a Church, we finds 
voluntary con. wor that Goa bath dew: it anj other ws then by evtring them all of 
on Fax Ol chem rogetber (a one man) into am boly Covenant with himſelf, 
members, to To take the Lord (4s the Head of hu Church) for their God, 50 


walk toecther, gie #p themſelves to bims to be lis Church and people, &c. ] Now 
c. M Bart. this is appliable to the whole Church, and to every particular 
ers Modell P. member, as well as to a particular Congregation. 


* 6 IEA . 2. This Covenant is alſo made with the Otficers of the Church, 
they make no So the lame. | 1 


the ſame Authour ſpeaks; [By verrne of which Covenant, 
expreſſe co / tbey were oyned not only to the Lord, aud tet . but alſo 
ninting with fo , watcbfulneſſe over one another. J But ſay I, this is done 
th ir be thren, virtually and implicitly by every particular Saint at his firſt con- 
oy ee vetfion,; He then enters into a Covenant with God, as afore ; 
{-bmirring to and char [ inplierh ( faich the ſame Authour): their ſab witting 
every Ordi- Of themſelves to him, and one 16 avotber in bis bar + and their wal. 
nance of God, N im e ſubjettion to all bis boly Ordinances, ( whereof 
The oy, p 3+ his Officers are one, ) and their cleaving one to another as felow- 


member,, 


. ticular Congregation, 
poorly; longs to the whole Cz. | 


- 
" * 
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wwbers&e.]: I ask now, whether this de not the ſum of the 
Church- Covenant, and whether this is not entred into by every 
aint; at his rſt converſion to the Faith ? If it be ſaid, this cove- 
nanting is not that which the Authour meant, for that is done 


— 


intly, but this ſeverolly, and ſo not into à Church-ſtate : I an- 
ſwer, The difference ſeems pnly this; Abraham family, and the 
Jewiſh Nation were taken into Covenant all together; but 
Chriſtians as they were ſeverally converted at firſt : Vet a Na- 
tional Charchirenewing their Covenant, after cheir degenera- 
tion, may be laid to be taken into Covenant together, as well 
asthe Jews. 
1. Noteagain, that this Covenant is made the Form of the F- e/ forma 
Church homogeneous, not political, that is, Saints without Of. 8 F 456 
kicers (is if they were no Saints.) whereas the Covenant is elſe- „ e 
Where made the form of that Church alſo, So himiclf ſpeaks, er ent dri 
$72. [T bat which makes a man a Paſtor to thy people, is the choice butive eſt jor- 
of the people, as freely taking of him to be their ſhepberd and guide, md vc. 
and the enga ing of 9 to ſubmit unto bim, &c. 7 hr ac- er 
| 3 te call and engagement of himſelf to take that charge, g: ”y * * 
&c. Aud without this Covenant ing there neither is, nor ever mas, ciefie forma, 
or Will be Paſtor and flock, ] Thence I inferre, Then the Church D Ames A 
domogeneous and political, either are one Church, ſpecifically, - . 2.55. 
baving the ſame form, or the homogeneous Church is no Church | 3 
properly, without Officers; The Covenant is made between church is the 
e Paſtor and people, and people among themſelves, to walk mutual ptoleſ- 


with one another, and with their Officers, in the waies of ſion, agree- 
i * meat, or con. 


Chriſt, | . a ſent bet 
N 7 Laſtly, The form of a viſible particular Church, being the 1 ae 
very ſame with that of the general viſible Church, »:z. the co- cople, to 2 


yevanting with the Lord Jeſus the Head, with the Officers, and miniſter and 
with one another, in a-profefſed ſubjection to all Chriſts Ordi- ſubmic unto 
nances: it follows ( as I ſaid before) that the viſible Church the e 
cannor” be conſidered as 7 otwm E ſſentiale, but us Totwns Inte- i het, 
4 b ; 10ng theme 
ale; and that particular (arches are not Fecies, but meme ſcl es, ꝛcoor. 
ders of the general, having part of the ſame materials, Officers ding to the 
people and part of the ſame Form, the Covenant : And Rul- of the 
it particular Congregations or Companies, are called Church- Got 54 * 


e, becauſe they have the nature of the whole in the Integral T1 . 27% 
17 R 
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lem all the eſſentials which make up the whole: 
the material eſſentials are Chriſt the Head, Officers 
and people, the formall cfſcntiall is the Covenant; therefore 
particular Corigregations where all-theſe meet, are members 
of an Integram; not Species of a Gm. Atidiſo much in ge- 
net i | 


6 


We come now to his particular conſiderations; And 1. what 
this confederating is, it is manifeſt by that which bath been ſpo- 
ken already; A mutuall engagement in ſuch « ſtate to wa in 
ſuch waics'as may atrain._the end thereof. For the clesting 
whereof be propounds two conſiderations, | 
1. Cle a free for any man to offer to jo jn with another, who is fit 
fir fellowſbip.or to refuſe i lis as fer for another to rejel or receive 
ſach Who offer themſelves zu here fore that they do joyn, it is by their 
own free conſent and mutmall engagement, which is tht cement that 
ſodersthem together &c.  _ 3 
To which I lay, 1. It is free, when there are many Congrega- 
tions for a man, upon juſt occaſions, to joyn himſelf to this or 
that; but ĩt is not free for him to joyn himſelf with none: And 
it there be but one, ſuppoſe at the firſt converſion of a part of 1 
Nationgr in an Iſland, it is n 
aa Pier MY ngregation ; Bur be is bound by his Covenant of Chriſtian 
Ke bimſcis ce de ſubmit himſelf to every Ordinance of God, whereof this 
pat.4 b. 10 is 06, {to fes helf to 15 one ar other particular viſibli 
f Alwho are «bof Chrift; ] They are the words of the Authour of the 


be ee bers, &c. Wh „p p.33. 
tee, for 2 


2. It u 1 Congregation, jut reaſons, to 
recewe fuſe another offering tu joyn wit them : Bur if there 


be no juſt occaſion, but the party be fit for fellowſhip (as he 

ſpeaks) coming arceſted for his Chriltinnity by ſaffcicor . 
— bes, its not feee for them to tefuſe him; Fur de bath a right 
| toallOcdinanceswherecverthe finde thim, being # member of 
Chriſt ; and there is a duty lies upon him, wherceverhe comes 


among Chriſtians, to joyn himſelf unto them, and therefore they 
| | ought 


an Iſland, it is not free fot him not to joyn with that = 
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cbt ne 8 Hente their joyning togetber is not 
0 1 mt bein re ent altogether, bulfiog's Divine Law, or 
"the ern Cc ant, Which requires the one to joyn, and the 
"of St oo 5 ly to receive- Look chen what it is that gives 
mb dinaoces, that neceſſitates him to joyn with 
« 5155 may be had, and them to receive him, And 
Wer a nel they have over one inother, flows not prima- 
only _ their mutuall explicit conſent, but from the gene- 

i Covenant: of the Goſpel, which 25 it engageth the to 
Gol ſo to one 8nother, xo wall in all the waies of God, and to 
watch over one another; Theit exphicir conſent, only i is a re- 


newing of that Covenant, and ries the knot faſter, to a neceſſary 


duty” 
2% His ſecond conſideration-is 5 this [7 his Evi ale Should 
* 1 bone fred nr mv bb Samts, Kc. J To Which 
Ia Firſt, This is the (ame which was ſpoken in che former 
Chaprery concerniog the matter of « Church, and this is ſuppo- 
ſed of all proteſſing Chriſtians, by che Covenant of the Goſpel, 
theyall are or ſhould be fir, (0 be membety of any Con 5 755 
og and upon their 20 miſfion-to erer are taken ro 2 luch; 
ind there fote no greater cate need be taben in eir Admillion 
gte ny Congregation, then was fit to be taken in their admiſ- 
hon to Bapti m; 97 then they were admitted em bers of the 
le Chureb. AKT pon sf 11250 tal which headdes, 1 
0¹ doo much ſcrupuloſity Bre can/s 72 geb 
Nn ibas te engage ne * All and 1 h- 
bro fearobſeautonſir, and labour 6 b ed with cath o- 
ore fantſſe, and ſñ ficiency in judgement, and Firituaſ diſcern- 
e ſacs 4 ſervice, For 1. This was never practiſec (nor 
ud bc) in the ficſdyarhering of Chertthes; All that he: 
vedy and were ba ized/wete added tothe Chutch; and hold 
wmmunion3n,”; ances, without any fark ſearch of tii- 
Il. 3. This is 2 great prejudice to weaker Chtiſtians, who ſhalt 
| et d and deſpiſed by ſtronget᷑ ones, to their great re- 
Fane if. And 3. Is a ground of diviſion, dent hunden 
coarttenamoogt brethren, who though they bave' 
ta be'\bapiized, yet not to be members; Is not this 


| ha 5 i e faich of our Lord 5 in reſpect of perſons? 
2 O3 4. What 
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ken one Anotl 1 which, to ſcatter, not to u. 
or Chi, „ * 75 0 e ought 16 bear the infer 
, £14 x08 to pleaſe onr ſelver, Rom. 15.1. ] Our 

7 hs Backs He tenders the 


nd 0 ithers the! mbgint _ 5. The fear is (and 
a 8 — 5 1 me men to gather, not 
and to keep out the poor, as both troubleſome to inſtruct, and 
chargeable to maintain and ſo not fit for ſuch a ſervice. 3. That 
ſolemn Fu ing nd Prajers uſed now in Ner- England the ga. 


burch, was not in uſe in the primitive times: 


and baptize them, ſo mi- 


55 | «oe Chu ch, and chen gather out of 
ee aſc ey, to mike 
ran members; 

1 . weaker deſpiſed ones 
e were all daily as el ad. 


1 whether of greatet 

gemengt and ſpirituallYiſcerning ; Aud 

co ſuch multitude that they could not Wer 
ud n 1 ad gather a Chareh out of à Church 


Lamas a.Church;bar indifferentij fell | 


conyenient by their dwellings 
6, Wharthe aQice of New. England, 


it reported, That at tber 


wbom we eſteemed ſound and godly; 
irc! Wee to iber own - 


e 
r 
* 


the: great and wealthy profeſſors togetbet, 
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Before J g farthe Ts pl nne obſerve, 1. Thar the ing 


180g upon all ſervices v. but alſo and primarily the 
f = 11 ant edel into at their ficlt e e Com 
uhic © any explicit Covenant epgageth them to ſuch 
Wer Which he and others take little notice of, 2. That 
al | _ pn noted, chat this diſtinction quite deſtroics his des 
Jia which is to prove the necellich of an explicit Covenant 
(for ſo his Arguments prove, or nothing.) and yet he grants 
dere and after, an implicit Covenant is ſufficient: For he 


4 


Due the prople of England is deir r Pariſhes, conſtantly hold 
lem 10.40 | ow/bep of the prople in ſuch a place, attend. 44765 Or- 
inc, thereto, &c. By ſach actions, &c. they declare that 
thesr ices, which other; b open profeſſion. | 
II ee ſpoil the whole buſineſſe; For if this be for 
ice the 


at me with their explicit Covenant ; What nced 
much trouble to the Churches of Chriſt, concerning the ne- 
eflity of an explicit Coverant ? and unchriſtian unchurching all 
thoſe Churches that are not ſo conſtituted? eſpecially conſider- 
ng that they engage chemſelves co no more then they were 
A co befote, by their firſt profeſſion of Religion, go ſubmit 
ſelves: io God, and 40 watch over one another ig all, — 
$of God, in all their Relations, of Paſtor ang a9 people, ro: 
brother; And what need any gathering 
0 Churches, to diſtract and divide them, When they are 
ly gathered already? The Anabaptiſts and Scparile,molt 
* E threngive u 


1 e p. 47, 
and p.10s, 


ting 33 out o K | | n 
to be tightly conſtituted 7 Tet Lord ay not adele bern Bree 


othei charge. «But he goes on,. ann . t hren: 
Ce { ovenant preſerves the true ere of t the true 
7 n carriet the formalis ratio in it, 65 which 4 


Cre hoenftitnred, J By this way, not only the _— 


Jy 


Churches 5 ve faid to 5 
derrtion,” co ſubmit to ther 
. any failing, k 
ate nor viſible Saints, though! 
1 Religion ; or they RN hor cho we 
Tee but the form of a Church 
5thefor gives the being; Rome then 

ch, but 1 daa Church, Asa man that hathats 
: man , though de be all over leprous, Ia 
86 


We midoe rplicit 1 155 gm caſer way be fully ſu fem 
. 2 22272 of fach who were choldr ante. perents conftderate ii. 


ſion of their 


1 And I pray, Is it not ſo with all or many Congrepy 
faith, and ex- cow's [Bag /and? They therefore noed not another Core 
ane open co, ant to their tution, but rather another Covenant ſor thei 
e Reformacinn (if chat we have taken be not tufficient ) which 


a body of * mer/haveexceedmegly/oblirudted by ther ſealing ( it ic co 
Saints, & c. ta better }2oF' but foundelt of From us, I could lay again 
be the maniielt Phe id ay it to theiyhearcs, but not unto their charge. But 
End co he e ee 
piſt. ro the 
N rm, . nen of the Rule, and 
we beer Sep bone e chav thers hd * een 
| ſhew that Rele in Scriptute as. ae and'wd 
cre farisf ed 4. There wy be found ſome Initances in Scripture, 
Gods ent ;ovenant with men, and men with God, 
0 ith © T nothes ee agen none is produced 
The ay, pg Hor others one peak for afl, L which kinde of 
e beef ar 40 Serge, 
„ f « gvaly ſicictn 1 
_ by god + Some 
: ring ane and bel ber thi 
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4 he rule of ſpel, in all Relations to God and men, both 
privately and publickly, | 
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N Of Cohabitation, 
Of this we ſpake before, about the precincts of Pariſhes or 
Cor ions; yet we ſhall conſider what he ſaies. 

, Sucb cohabitation as is neceſſary for the difþ en ſation of all 
Cod: Ordinances ij required, | But ( ay T) 1. Thatis likely ro be 
in Pariſhes and Precincts diſcreetly limited, as neer together as 
conveniently they may: For ſuch may more conveniently exer- 
die all Gods Ordinances in publike meetings, and alſo better 

perform thoſe other duties of watching over and admoniſhing 

oneanother ; then thoſe that dwell as far aſunder as Whire-chap= 
from Weſtminſter, and perhaps further. | 

© 2, Cohabimtion in the (ame ftriftneſſe, i not required in al; 
Perla calling and publike employment call fir exceptions :] True; Bos Ia 

dur eben the queſtion is, Whether theſe, whoſe ſpeciall call-og 8 8 

-calsthem to Reſidence in ſuch a place remote, are not upon the p. 16%. 
former reaſons re quĩred to joyn with that Congregation where 
ey reſide, ſuppoſing equal purity and liberty of Ordinances; 
ther wile a man by removing his dwelling might be freed from 
Pwvlike ſanRification of che Sabbath, and partaking in Ordi- 
my Urs lopg time together: And for this reaſon alſo, to 
wid Civicon and ſeparation, by neglecting if nor deſpiſing the 

_"KMmiltry and Ordinances, where he comes: As for his inſtance 

" Merchants, the liberty we grant is ſufficient : They may, up- 
e deſtimopy of their godlineſſe, ſoyn themſelves (yes, are bound 
Ain themſelyes) to any Congregation pure and orthodox, 

ſs their abode there, as members thereof, till God ſhall 
Feu them bome. All he ſeems to allow them is, to attend their 
uu (of trading) not to joyn to another Congregation as 4 


As members fer 
a tinie. Det of 
H pol. p i I 3, 


member, 


be fl to 3 here, though ie 
dwell at York, or ny eure: but I forbex, 
Grant but what we hold be the truch, That he 


who is a member of —— bea member of any, upon 
* end. * 


Reaſons of the (evi, 
r. Viſible Churche: are Ecc E ations, th 
on: ] We have 


he Obie ee propert diſtin& Cor- 
5 85 are: but rather diſtinct ompunics in the |} 
or Body or Ge Kingdom of Het 0d Go 
Joratio or Kingdom of ( and Con- 
n ure bor members of chit Body: us hiniſelf doth often 


| Tue difference is evident, Corporations civill have their 
are Charees nad ſo require diſtin& combinations and i- 


(as the whole Church) have 
d fo wy, 1 freedom vr all priviledges, 


aged by former Covenant 
eo one, in all relations: 


vi loChack. the ate 
fellow. c bs the Saints Con — 


f acknowledpeth as much, 
P45. 
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hr th Golf 7%3 | | | 1 
3 1 1c OL . gr ' duced, "here the Chic is 


ly of Cheift, ge. 700 (he 
01 IA Sear vile Cho 

brif 9 earth; Fo ng 

nof the Apoſtles and Prophets, who 

particular Church, being Officers to 

y; His own reaſon is appliable oi whole 

lr as bo particulars, viz. [ Paſtors and Teachers 

their ry in the Whole ¶ lurch, though me- 

As the Miniſters of the Giry are 

> be ipect to their particular Pariſh- 

_ h ; or as the eye is 1d to be ſet 
in the bo = it is 17 in the Head, a part of the body 

like member! of the holy body are hnit and compati, and 

edifie one another :] Ia the whole body of Chriſt, 25 


K ils ticular : As the fingers ate knit and compact 
TS: 


help one aoother : and the whole body, 


| N i the beads and his following words are applia- 


ble i 4 Lang Corporations and fpirityall Cities, the 


* 


contin in them all the eſſentiali Which malę 15 the 


1 
75 I only adde this, That the following the Metaphors 


00 far in the refemblances of the e Chaxch of Chriſt 

ody, Kingdom, &-c. hath led the brethren ſo far out 

way of Truch, that they have loſt chemſelves and it; 25 
rechem further account ere lobg. 

to I have ſpoken only to the Antecedent, I adde now 

pg to e For hence it may appear, That 

15 of an explicit combination or covenant, to 

= goth 3 It was granted before, that an 


| 2 tack Benne ſufficient, or oe that which he 


" When if p. alive rhe which others 
0 0 deg Eats Covenant of . — 
1 plici ly engage 1 * to God 
ee bo aſe an perform all my 
only 


es OD 7, 3% We 1 "HEE 


e e eee ee e e eee en ae 


| lvcsb new rs ation 
ents) for the an. 
nents) Tor eater 
K ie follows Tha 
Cement or ſoul 
; bop new 

as we ſay, and uſe to 
N tion, 1. N 
| Þ poliſhe iving no to an bouſe, 
ne ecke BE 15 not furable to 1 
ſtones of t building, are not only 

bowed oy poliſhed at their fir os, but alſo con 
5 e with the Head and body, at their erf 
And t is the Do or Building {en the particular 
os: arc err the ſeveral rooms of the 


deve s ; 15 Officer { as part wy the 
ow Whoke, Ch Saane arc eſſentials of che whole: 
contained in the particular Churches; 

rticular Congregations ſo conſti- 

it and people, are not Toten 
enen — oo i gs or Integrate, unleſſe we may 

Ca particular Congregation is both Homogeneal and 
al reſpecs * which you it may be truly 

though the 

of hetcrogeneall parts, Of- 

may be 25 to be. Tofu heterogenenm, 


| th _relpeR to 5 yet with 0 to the Whole 


4. l ey ( 3 Met copia res. ſame eſſenti- 
doth; — n. 


409 


— 


The fever . Heretogeneous parts, 
tobe, timber, mo themſelves; yet becauſe they con- See d. Bartlers 
bun the fame-efſent parts wich the whole, may be ſaid to Mede# p. 34. 
Ir. or owe: | bodies:,” or metnbers with the 5er parts 
eve LIN obſerved, hat whar he ſpeaks face 
ion withoue Officers,” is appliable 
th Officers ; and ſo the form of both being 
ac and the ſam —— are not two diſtinct Churches 3 
ther e part; Church ſo called without 
wa te , be deen often faid already. This of lit 


| 95 have mutual power over each other (being before 
) to command and conſtrain, in caſe; therefore they mult 
ent and N be made partakers of 


ha. wy 1 aner to the conſequenee Te appears by his Word 
u) that he pleads for the Neceff ity of any explicit cove- 
wot s and 1 that an Implicit covenant is ſufficient; 
yes, in ſorye caſes fully ſufficient : He acknowledges our Chur- 
dae do be true Churches, by an Implicit Covenant; now I ask, 
Have not theſe members a mutual power over each other? If fo. 
what need an explicis Covenant, unleſſe to renew and quicken 
N | 
To che Antecedent I ſay, They were not free before, but 
oder he general /mplicit Covenant, to unite and perform all 
eto mother, and to ſubmit one to another, in the waies 
iſt manifeſted in the Goſpel z And conſequently they had 
e over another, before their mutual re- engagement: 
texplic ici 2 only ties the knot faſter, I will ſuppole a 
ppany of Chriſtians at Rowe or Corinth, not yet in Church- 
ſuch a mutual explicit Covenant; and I ask, whe- 
f cheſe walk irregularly, the other Chriſtians have 
nat po) — him, to admoniſh, to withdraw, Ce. and to 
5 w 2e to him, which he gives to thoſe in Agreement, even 
to proceed to eacommunication. 
5 He 8 3 ; [1 may a8 4 Chriftianrebuke ſuch a man 
5 beely ; But if he will not hear me, ſhall 1 call in one 


ts the place ; * to come, c. hecauſe one 
(ongregation.. 


0 2 wr hel ede ares 

If they have og: 

s fall-in bere. If they have 

xe Tooplicit- of Chriſtianity, we 

And fu ly by zhis alone they haue 

| | 8ccordin es the Go. 
oth _ at 3 9 bis * deril, 
it contrary to 6 whe we it is his greats 
mounts. 2+ N | ele Coogee in his own — 
Covenant ar egation walks offen 

( , another. MK in , — 0%. he cals one t 
e, he departs the place arent cet 
| 90) he refuſes to hear them the Congreges | 
| vent him, he refule: eparts the plact: 
— — core ee a: wha he for that? 


rg e297 way; R 
. Chen der, ve an 

power over another Congregation In the Prevbyteria}l way, 
de that is excommiunnicare out of one Chorch, is outed of all, and 


no One Congregation hath | 
power cer another, yet many | egations —.— bart 

1 If he ſay, egations combined 

are joyned by mutnall agreement, or elſe they had no ſuch pow 

er z and ſo it ij in regard of the he members of a particular Congte- 

— 2.1 EE is in part os 
| r ter exeręiſe of t 

power, borkin Clu Claes, and in particular Congregations ; be- 


cauſe 


> Hows noh focinty 
, is that way, dec. I anſwer, it was his 
orthodox and pure, whereever 
e of all Gods Ordinances, by chat 5avplicic 
And chey coaſe 2 1 POW- 
* mam while he reſides there, to charge and 
3 ge bin down with char ſociery : and he ought not 
"wreh Ir they him, The non-coafideration or not granting 
fs, i he ready way to looſeneſſe and confulion ; whileſt e- 
very man . hath ¶ Liberty, or rather Licenciouſ- 
4 bn by "Toleracion, to joyn himſelf to any ſociety , they 
1 * ves either to heretical Aſſemblies, or to none at 
eee whereof . gꝛoans under at this 


or Reverend and Learned wWhinaker, whoſe Teſtimony he 
ufe of, $3, As he grants, but what we yeeld, thatevery 
urtici ; \ hath a power over its own members, and 
lat withou oy explicic Covenant (for he knew of none ſuch 
ne ; but 2 confeſſed to be in our 
ae, and ſufficient by chis Authour 2) So he croſſes 
Independent way, in — 2 general coun- 
| 2 power _ — — man or Church, 
be e lation of Independen- 
t ff. Fen 10 60 third Argument. 
5 a 3 of a Glef Wy 
ember of 4 Congregation, | . 
ent is ole gy ranted ; but not as abſolutely ne- prepation, but 
yine xr of them, but or better and more orderly Parts- as being the 
Ul Ordinances and cenſutes. For if it were poſſible, whole Church 
r Churches and Clafles, and every particular mem- 4 '0 Oy” 
n could meet in one place, as one Church, they had — 
r that now they ba ve divided: Not by any explicit jy, or ination, 


ut that Implicis Covenant ſo often named, For the p. 196. 


whole 
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ee nl 


whole viſible Charch'is but one body: and the impoſſibilir of 


3 together, necollicates this diſtinction. f 
they would conſider this; chat che viſible Qburch generall ( 
vorthe particaler Congregation.) Ecclefie prime, out of which 
particularCharches,asColonies orCorporations,are ſent abroad, 
they would cafily ſee their miſtakes in Independency. This errour 
is the ground of many more,if not of. all the reſt, To me it ſeems 
clear thus; A Miniſter one or more go into the Indies, convert 
many thouſands,and baptize them; Bat a goo while wanting fi 
Officers, do not gather or rather ſever them into Congregati * 
ons ; Is not this 1 — of generall viſible Ciurch; and neceſſ 
rily before the Congregationals ? A Church it is, and 2 patt of 
the body of Chriſt in that ſtate; for they are B aprized into on 
bedy: yea, wkinde of palitical body it is, for here are hetetoge · 
neous parts, Officers and people; but a particular Congregut- 
on it is not, in the new ſenſe; for as they are many more then 
can meet in ane place; ſo they are ngt combined by any explicit | 
Covenant: 'whence it fairly is concluded, The whole viſible 
Church is Eccleſia prima, &c. 
4. Noms can be admit ted into a particular Congregation, With- 
ont the approbatiom of the whole ; therefore it muſt be done by 4 
ial combination : | I anſwer, That this is the fame in ſub- 
with the ſerond 3 where it hath been declared, how fat | 
the one hath poer or priviledge to joyn or refuſe ; and ali 
what Liberty the bach to receive: or refuſe: Such pet. 
ſons as are ſit matter, viſible Saints, ought neither to refuſe to 
Joyn with a particular Congregation ; not ought the Congregy 
tion to 8 of ſuch. What power ſuch a Caogre- 
— 2 — own — and Rulers, .( wy 
ade 2 ground for approving or dilapproving members thit 
offer themſelves ) {hall be conſidered — The laſt Arg 
ment is | ; | 
<2 From Induftion, It # not Chriftian aſſection, nor cobali 
tation, nor meeting im ane Aſſembly, nor Bapti/an, &c. that gie 
the being to a Chucch, Therefore ii their mut u covenanting 1 
 Tanſwer, ( as M. Rutherford does mot in his ſenſe) the enume- 
ration is not ſufficient, For though it be true, that Baptiſm aue 
ptofeſſon of the truth, males a man (I ſay not as be, a 2 
| [ 
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Church-memberſhip any where: yet it is not 


neceſſary that the expiicic Cove be it that gives the Being, 
_ VO N OBE . 'F ſerve d . 
Nag the jmplicie will ſufficiently ſerve to do it, as he hath often 
25 3 ' P 1 


Cuay. V. 


< a Whether Baptiſm give Formality, or make a member 


of a viſible Church. ? 


reſume to anticipate V 
| bur very briefly. * 


, In his firſt Reaſon, he undertakes to prove this Aſſumption ; 


That the Church con ſidered as Totum Eſſentiale is before Bap- 


N | | "For Miniſters are before Baptiſm ; Elſe Baptiſm may be 


red by ſuch who are not Rulers, Pa tors or T eacherswhich 
by fl Orthodox Divin's, &c, And there muit be 4 
p of Behaevers to chooſe a Miniſter lawfully : For none but 

can give a call, and without a call, he cannot admi - 


War 1 have diſliked that expreſſion, . the Church confi- 


2 


ö . l Totum Eſſentiale, ] and diſproved it, I deſire the Rea- 


> look hack and conũder; But there are many things in 
{ Diſcourſe ſabjeR- to juſt Exceptions; I ſhall note 


, er a : 
. That Miniſters are before Baptiſm, (except in one parti- 
char inſtance of Jobs Baptiſt, who was extraordinarily raiſed 
| not being himſelf baptized, that we reade of) is 
ether found in Scripture nor practice: inaſmuch as ordinarily 


&- 


no 


21 «0 


—— —— 


114 Chap. * 
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o6 1120 can be x Minitery burke muſ-be ficſtbaptized,. 


2+ That —— ſextials is before Bapti 
aa miſtakez Fur no man or men, ute ſo much 28 mem. 
bers 0 a Pa articular Church, or have any power to unite them 
{ lves into a Church, till firſt they be baptized ; much leſs to chuſe 
themſelvcs a Miniſter. dens + a man ot childe may be a member 
of the general viſible Church, before Baptiſm ; but for ſuch, to 
gather themſelves into a particular Church, by his new way of 
covenanting, before they be bzptized, l belegve he nor any cet 
read or heard of. 
3. That Miniſters are before baptiſm of others, i very well 
N becauſe elſe baptiſm maybe adminiſtre d by ſuch who 
ate not Paſtors or Teachers, which at it is the errour of many 
Anabaptiſts, ſo is denied by all the Orthodox: But the con- 
ſequence of this Exthymeme': Miniſters ate before Beptiſm; 
therefore the Church as Eſſentialo Totem, is before Baptiſm, i 
now denyed 2 For if there can be no ſueh Church before they be 
| baptized, not Baptiſm before there be Miniſters, the Argument 
runs ſirong to the contrary i Miniſters are before Bapriſm,there- 
tore Baptilm is before the Chorch-particular as 7oram Eſſenti 
ale, ag tendring them capedle of that Church communion oc 
ombination; 


c 

4. That a Church of belee vero # before the Miniltets, is ſo * 
not tobe admitted: For (as was faid) they cannot bea 'Chorch 
before they be baptized ; nor baptized without a Miniſter;there- 
fore if def be before they are a Church, and Miniſters necel- 
fary to baptize them; the Miniſters muſt needy de before the 
Church: which their principtes ſeen to deuy. 

5. Thata Church confidered as Totam E [enfiate, ſhould be 
befoce the Church miniſterial, as Terim Organicum, i is alſo not 
to be granted. For there muſt be Miniſters, and ſoa Miniſtetial 
Church, deforethere can be 4 Chereb E ſextial ; For men mult 
be baptized befote they can combine into Charch Eſſential; 
and they cannot be baptized but in a Churc Þ win ; there» 
fore a Church minifterial is before a Chare rel or eſ- 


— land chat's cle Indeed their be- 
— — make to themſelves; Bur from 


pang mano atm bn rti· 
cular Churches . Erba 
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NM. Hookers Survey, &c. 


be n Church of belechers to chuſe a Mini» 

pro sflertion: Fox, according to the 

e, the Miniſter be before the Church, as by 

fit matter for a Church; then the Miai- 

2 make the Church, then the Church to 

| (for that he underſtands by chooſing ) and 
cop 1 is before the Church. Only. a diſtin- 


E hep to make this Aſſertion Orthodox; the Church 


20: chuſe or make a Miniſter two waics ; 1. By gi- 

vi 22 hh Ordination or power to adminiſter; 2. By chuſing 
of him when ordained to be their Miniſter: In the latter lenle, 
E gronted ſound ; but in the former, it hath neither pre- 
‚ z in Scripture, or all Antiquity, and isa fancy 


of this laft age; as ſhall appear hereafter. 
*- 7« His ſuppoſition p.56. is upt ſufficient to make out the Aſ- 
ſeition: | Amar, 4 20 Salou Chriſtin, goss and converts 
er, { ark, whether theſe may not joyn in a ( hurch. flowſhip, 
and chuſe that pray Paſtor / therefore there is 4 Church before a 
Minter, and ſo befiri Baptiſm : ] I ſhould anſwwer, Not ſo, till 


ized, they cannot joyn in a Church fellowſhip; 
wrichuſe chat man Paſtor, much leG make a Miniſter: 


406 0 — be baptized without a Miniſter? I will put 


n further 4 That man that converted thoſe Pagans, 

f to be converted but net baptized: How is he 

obe made « Paſtor by unbaprized ones, or to 

1 Therefore they maſt eicher live and be a Church 

ad without a Miviſtr, and ſo ate no true Cliurch ; or 

end for a Miniſter to baptize both him and them- 
—— all into a Chutch. order, and then the Mi- 
** Church is before che eſſential: or laſtly, 

fledge another viſible Church general, where- 
— which how far they will grant, I leave 


acer. ö 
That Aſſertion, LT bat none can give a Miniſter a cal, but 
ev o{ ſach-as be pense of) and wichst c call he cannot 
rind as Mable: allo to Pxceptions; For 1: this begs the 
b, that Miniſter cannot have ary eil, bur from ſuch a 


. which is denyed dy us. 1. It confutes it ſelf, for if the 


Q 2 Church 


* * * 
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| ims — 8 n Qin between uu, WM © 
and therefore begs t — uppoles, th WW £ 
lawſulncfſcof bs e's — Churches, and then 
gives theſe people ſo gathered, or rather ſeparated from true 
Churches, power to make their own Miniſters. Bat ſuppoſe an 
hundred men ſhould ſeparate from an buodred Congregations 
(in a ſetled Church) and go into a place by themſelyes within 
this Nation (where there are Churches and Miniſters ) and 2. 
gree in their Church fellowſhip; will he or any man ſay, This 
is a Church before Baptiſm, and be fore Miniſtert, and Miniſteris 
all Churches too? Were they not converted and baptized by 
Miniſters in Miniſterial Churehes ? and is it lawful for them to 
renounce thoſe Miniſters and Churches, and to make one of 
their own d we would gladly ſee either a Rule ot an Example 
of ſuch a practice: why 2 may not as well renounce 
their Baptiſm as the Churches and Miniſtery, I am yet to ſeck. 
9. To conclude, This firſt Argument, as it is accompanied 
with many miſtakes,ſo with 1900 3 to — with the we 
That it ſuppoſes, M. Ratherfor mean, that Ba ave 
Form to Church-memberſhip; or makes a n viſible 
particular Church : whereas 1 beleeve M.Racherford's meaning 
was no more e eee and profeſſion of the Truth, 
wah mo. ves right to a man to be a member of any parti- 
; for ſo his words following ſeem to explain * 
eee 3 [8 thirwe - all the Citizens 1 
flicks inchurched and rec (hnrcb : J If M. R. 
—— — 4 eu his own 
being admitted, both this and al i.. his — 


1 fancy of bis own miſtaking; And 
al Glſe diſaufle rg pi Onlp ſpeaking «word or roo the the 


This Tiems;duth of wav avidents the Chareh Rome | 4 
« rue Church, ben: — —— —.—— 


0 a b in the 


. Hookers Sarvey „&c. 


0 thefiel 3 ogiſm, and the proof of che Aſſump⸗ 

0 \becauſe ic ſuppoſes M Ruth. to 

| hold to be the fon er of a member, as was ſaid afore : 

| The pro! 56 — is not true, upon his own principles ; For ſup- 

; _ 0 of | is: dygregations to prove totally el, but yet 

eommpnicated, I would argue thus; Wherc all the mem- 

ben we ine members, there the C harch is a true Church: But 

1 alt} Icke me embers hergtical tolerated are true members, therefore, 
Te Afomption- which only be can deny is his own; [If the par. 2. pꝛg. 1 l. 

; (ich 420, throw gh connivance, negligence, or indulgence, ſhalt 

lle fy ſocks evils, and evil prrſons in the ſtate of member- 

X34 e 

F Mute y canner deny them the priviledge of members, J What fol- 

A e but that an heretical Cheb is a tru⸗ Charch, which 

ve be would never grant. But what if I argue upon his own 

and prove the Church of Rome to be a true Church ? 

all the members are true members, there the Church is a 

N But all the members in the Congregations in Rowe 

embers ; This I prove, becauſe they have the form ot 

of true members, that is, a Church-covenant, or mu- 

rating,as he ſpeaks : how he or any for him ſhould 

cluhon, I know not; both the propoſitions ( the 

nts) hong ng his own, he muſt needs own(the childe) the con- 

— þ from chem. I would avoid it thus: By diſtin- 

wg upon the-wajor, Ic onę thing to be a true member, and 

mo _—_ de y a ember to U Church, and a true 

Church; I eo; The Church of Rome is truly a Church, 

Munz in hi the fo the formality of a Church, a Church-cove- 

- dantir 5 der or implicic but (he is not a mt Church, but he- 

ind Antichriſtian, as overturning (4 by conſequence) 

. Indamencals of 2 3 As in the ary Congregations 

— Ugependenc, 0 mber, or an 8 is tru· 

at not a true, chat is a ſound member ; And ſup- 

or the greateſt part of them wicked or 

Church, but not a true Church, And fol 

adding this, That many Independents 

of Reme(fo called) to be at all a Church, which 
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Whether profeſſion makes a man a oY 
| of 4 Congregation, 


Forma actiden« To Chapter and Queſtion proceeds upon the ſame miſtake 
tis (Ecilefie) I Of M. Rath. meanings us if he meant, that profeſſion of 
"1b aliudef> the Truth were the Form of memberſhip-properly, and dil | 
$leiexterns Make, chat is; conſtiture a can a member; whereas he intended 
proſeſſio. D. 4, no more but this, That profeſſion of the Truth (with Baptiſm) * 
Md. l. i. c. 31. doth declare a man to be a member of the generall viſib 
1. 47. Torch, and gives him right * admitted a member of any 
and to partake of all the Ordinances wherever | 
he comes : And thus I t leave the whole Chapter to M.R, | 
to give it anſwer. But I ſhall craveleaveto Anticipate his An- | 
ſwer in ſome things, as ſerviog to clear the controverſies be- 
twint us: e e 
uſer biuders Baptifay," at if «man profiſt 
thewboleT why yet holdi all Churches il gathered, and therefire 
refuſes to be beptied: therefore i it binders member foip : | In. 


NR Baan ta ſhould Nealleruch 
the whole Truth, and yet e. ted, for 


that if as much as to bod Mt — — — 


re it will keep him out: 


h, be n that rc gfe nome gn 
that C ec ll garhered, bar Fron end Ant 
ches our of Churches, chat chey have 

nog aot- only gun, but their own 

all Churches. 


it gs 5 5 — hich ' Porch ghee | 
mare Jari ice take 2215 1, the Congregation, ] To this! iy 
1. We 


14 i SEEN ”; 
2 © — 0 . 
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; Cup.. + Af. 6 Hookers Sur Ve)» Ke. 44. 


1. We intend it of giving tight to memberſhip, not the actu · 
allexiſtence, his profeſſion, when be is caſt our, will give him 
rights. though rhe power that caſt him out muſt reſtore him to 
the 
2. As the violation of his profeſſion by ſcandal ha was the 
meritorioùs cauſe of caſting him out; ſo the renewing of bis pro- 
ſeſſion is/1hat which gives him right to renewed memberſhip, 
without which the Congregation could not take him in. So the 
ſeems to run from the meritorious cauſe to the inſtru- 
mevtal, which is no good kinde of reaſonings. 
. Thu profeſſion gives no intereſt to any particular Congrega- I: is profeſſion 
lian, therefore it gives no atkuall exiſtence to a member: The An- of taith that 
teceden is chus proved, Tun profeſſion ij equal to all, as Well as to SM 3 man 
any ene, therefore can give ns appropriat ion to any particular: Bo- f _ 8 in 
Hale, al the members of the ¶ hurch. ¶ atholile are comprebended , 0 e __ 
_ within poiicular Cengregationt, therefore ke muſt be a member of ay cleared 
"rw; or elſe be comes not Within the number of members, ] par. a. pag 40, 
Thave divers things tonote. 
Fut, This proceeds upon the fame falſe ſuppoſition, that 
Ant, meant, that profeſſion makes a man a member of a Con- 
tion, whereas he means it only of a right to any. 
Secondly, it proceeds upon another falſe ſuppoſition, that no 
mancay be a member of the Church viſible, except he be a mem- 
ber of particular Congregation, ot that there is no viſible 
— lc a particular Congregation ; which will appear 
1 * en ile in theſe cyles, 
« Miniſter go into an beathen — and _=— 
—— elf baprize him, or many particular perſons, 
TE: fit matter for a Church 4 not yet guthered 
non Church by a mutual covenant: ask, Are theſe members of 
hs Fi ible Chorch or no? Of s particular Church they ure nor, 
erefore of the Catholick or of none. If they be members of a 
Garch, then 1. There is no neceſſity of his explicit covenant. 
There iu a Church viſible, which is not a particular Con- 
gregation- All thet can be faid,as J ſuppoſe, is dur this, chat they 
were baptized into that particular Church, from whence the 
lt h thi ſome ſay, the Bunuch was) but then I adde, 


t Miniſter to be a MEN. of none of his ga- 
thered 


* 


Chap. s. | 45 e of 


tbered Churches 3 ſo the dithcale recurres.. 
2. A caſe, The particular 5 Doki | 
"wile ed ( dimſelFpac Th 
ag —— to be of that 2 are — 
joyned in Covenant with ut V other: I again, Are theſe mem. 
bers of the Church, or no?c a particular they are not, therefore 
of the general ot of none ; and then his own Argument fals up- 
on himſelf, All members of the Catholike Church are compre 
hended wichin particular Congregations : But — — 
not contained in any particular Congre n, therefore 
are no members of che Church, oe 5 
Thirdly, Whereas he ſaies, OR; This prof ſion u equal andiadſ. 


rent 10 all Churches eit gives no appropriation to ary; 
t's granted . but not in regard 


nnn 


the right. For I would argue thus, taking his own propoſition; 
That 5 adder to all ( egy to give him 
right to all) will give to any particular ation, 
which is rl thing intended. £46 = | 
Fourchly, His way of illuſtration of thoſe words, 


[ No wore then ifa Woman all Chriſtias men with Chriſta | 
affe tion, there fore ſhe is a wife to this or that man, ] is not ſutet | 
ble to the preſent debate: For there mult be a particularengage 
ment of her affection, by an explicit o make her a m 
wite, an implicit will not ſerve the turn, But an implicit cores 
nant will ſerve, and-is fully ſufficient to make a man a member 
of a Church; as he above: Dot he not then contradi 
hitnſelf, when be | here, LI. i mor @ general pro ſſion wil. 
ſerve the turn. but there muſt be a peculiar engagement and fre 
ben that particaler 4 
[ Then the Church bath 2 over 
1 And his fifth in 
7 on would member ſb1 , — m 
Hinnſelf a member of —— mon, 3 her the 
er, We ſay, gives him fo much right. de 
t upon N thereof, no W pr 
ow bath bis fir right 
10 4 Sacrament 0 and fayl, 9 becauſe be 
. in the Covenant of the Goſpel, of Which it « 4 2 
cc 
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— Woes , &C. 
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4 . [Wl 6 covenant of the 
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cle faith te ay lawfully 
e. 'M 42 fe aimed by : 

e right to all Ordi- 

they will or no; arid fo be a member whether 


5 Us Arte, r ought to be admitted, and they 
| not ro feſuſe Nm; 2 he addes, [ He muſt come at it in 
aright ovabr; that is, be myſt be a 2 4 particalar C on- 


j not thu of that in Ae :] I, This ſeems a con- 


2 bon A man that is x convert, and ſo in the covenant of 
the Goſ Na Congregation an provided he be a member 6t 


chat is before he be or can be a mem- 
tion, which he cannot be till he be 


a; 1. n member of a particular Con- 


but be maſt be of this or that Congregation; and 
whe e muſt be a member of a particular Congregation, 
that: How theſe agree, I ſee not. 


ge member ble Congregation be by bap- 
tiſms and 22 ah her" np io = 4 aal 
7 all the Congregations on tarth. 


the former, proceeds upon a miſtake ; and 
bo more but this : whether one ſo qua- 


ads fore, — that is, hach not a tight to be a mem- 


Congregation, whether by proyidence be ſhall re- 


ee and comets dwell, All bis Arguments for the Negative 


e 10 intended of his actual be- 
#ttions at once. And by this di- 


und 2 all his a We 205 eaſily diffolved; 1 ball tre 


reaſons' vety "briefly for the Affirma- 


"4s Erary vile Sant is Citizen of the Saints, and of the 
wthold of God; BH. i. thetefore he harki a right and inte- 
at in ration ( the whole Church 


in my rom of the Hotiſe, whercever 


detomes, he à uallya member of one Cotigregarion, but ha- 
ul hrwor — of any, being a member of the 
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pat. pag. 280. 


Sce Pp. 6, p. 10. 


See Vind C 4. | 


p. 3 8. Cc. 


Chaps. 


2, One excommuni eden ene Church, weak our of al | 
Churches; h 8 dee . itted to au one, is admitted in 

ie Ancecedent is granted by himſelf, and all his 
uence is cle r, becauſe there is par ratio, of 


3. He that eee with the Head, hath communion - 
with all che members, to make uſe of them, as occaſion ſerves, 


But every rifible Seine hann communion «ah the Head : n , 
fore, TY 


ly of 0 of Charches; a d chax in 7. particulars | 
= Key. cap.4. See Vind;Clev, Har Ge. Now there canbe 

reaſon” given, why he that-hath liberty of communion + 

ith Sacraments ind other Ordinances occaſionally , may | 

nöt, if be remove and fix bimſelf in any Congregation, be 


member of that Oe 2 ſhall ſuffice at pte 
ent. 


Before I Chat vp. 


7 2 7 from that, 
really from anotlur, habent fe ut res & 
£ was, Whence this reality of diffe- 


ed betore, That S do do not 
n doc another; Theyare not Species gene- 
Ari: . F 7 dy donot 


egation ga- 


4 | . vs OI) Church, 

Jategram to its 1 3 I ſuppoſe no 

3 will lay, op Saints differ ſpecifically one flom ano- 
N ey differs of mbers, not as fpecies:lay lay the fam of pax“ 


1 ec in tbe fame matter and form, doe not 
uy but accidentally, But particular Congregati- 


in the m ne matter and form; The ſame matter viſible 
3 . 2 explicit or implicit: There- 
5 0 


74 3. Ha 


— 


HM. Hookers Survey, dec. 


—— rei, cherefore they 

| unreafonable,uoleſſe there 

i bur ſpecifieal: Dierem in Logick; 

& iffer not (pecifically, for then they 

be con of the body naturall, 5 
uſe 5 9 chreiz et differ not ſpecifically. And if all Con- 
— ot the ſame body, they may differ in 

It x57 as bigger or leffer, purer or im- 


reſt, I 7 bat 5n al voluntary covenants there ts no 41. 

De r and individuall engagements betwixt 

: Should a was ſay to aſervant, 1 ama Haſter 

11 e fore thaw art my ſervant, and muſt ds my work , 
of ane Congregation come and ſay to 8 Paſtour 
Ne (ovenant © common to all, therefore you are ogy 

»d muſt do the Work of our Con gregation &c. To this, 

„I "poten this voluntary cxplick covenant, is dif- 
ved afore, and denyed by himſelf; animplicic covenant is 
ty and chat bindes, though there be no explicit cove. 

is not ſo berwixt Maſters and Servanty, there is no ſuch 
— that bindes every ſervant to be ſervant to eve- 
Bat there is an implicit covenant that of the Goſpel, 
muibſerve Chriſt the bead, and by love eve- 
er ſerve one another; Which bindes, though there be 
or rather explicit covenant ( for the implicit is vo- 
r natural, the caſe is plain : There is no 
that No hand ſhall ſerve the foot, & c. yet the 
mot may cha enge the ſervice of the hand &c, . 

2 B de like may be ſaid of a Paſtor and people; There is an 
cit covenant, . che Paſtor ſhall, ſerve the people of God 
0 he comes: and chat the people ſhall obey and main- 
9 they come 3. Now hence it follows, 

I Wn 1 to be Paſtor to ſuch a people: and peo- 
e cc. wichout any explicit covrenant: And a 

870 ha Congregation may ſay to the Paſtor, You 

7 and muſt do my work; and he may ſay to the 

* my flock, and myſt obey, and contribute to 


1 5 3. That 


IT conſent of Paſtor andpe 
mon [0 hemſelycs, is not abiolute ly 2 
beeau hp oc opt) oe 


floek's proventil, forthe 10 
God, 
ad and wife —.— amen band, 
berauſe marriage cov, 
9 2 J 1 fa 2 
- example, wp pplied co te . caſe; 885 
yet be trained too 
r faſt, An explicit cove. 
and wife, an Implicit uu 
tis ſufficient, to make people 
and people are not properly 
a0 the compariſon ) for then 
— dearh,; but we hade that our bre · 
N @ greater adv, either give a Bill 
pr wife, ——— 


a 


* ; — 
* 
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. . Hookers Survey, &c. 


whic of ot DE) He premiſes certain Diſtintions before his 
425 5 eee of « f 
A „nt 4 free Covenant, 
q 5 N75 e, undo in ale alls nature, with- 
= 7 25 W the parties ; 4 mins bern tegetbor, or chil- 
bw horn fho after one another ; they have relation of brother 
4 © and the Antics 6(ſning therefrom have their riſe from 
EZ: Rates of m r. 
is. che Relation ſpiritual of all that are regene- 
converted, one after another, aud the duties iſfuing 
, have their riſe from the Imprefſion of the Rules of 
15 5 the Goſpel. And therefore ſuch relations and du- 
ata without any covenant at all; as be fpeaks 


Mutual and free 4 ye cement of 
the pt? 8 communicated io others Without conſent, 
w to (heir c er is a Miniſter 10 chil. 

an of parents who have choſen * and the children thereby in 


Py ich the Chart, 
br ol. Nha nales himſelf, who bath pleaded ſo much 
of an explicit covenant, when an implicit is ſuf- 


Among? ſuch, whe by ne impreſſien of nature, rule of pro- 
wok 25 reaſin, have power each over o- 
o waſh of neceſſity 1 taal eng engagement; Sc. Ai be- 
oo, People, Huſband and Wife, Maſter and Ser- 
22 is «ll Corporations, Þ This rule may be granted in 
V but it in the application. For 1. There is an appoint- 
before any explicit covenant, one with another (of 
IEF that all that enter into the covenant of the 
cb wein a relation one to another, and ſtand 7 in 
or private, ont to another, — . pe, Piven 
, 2, The inſtanees of Prince and _—_— 
v. are not pertinent: for r an expli- 
od ar 4 will not ſerve the turn, which here 
cient, 
ant once made, if any relations be inferred, and 
— 2 it, there needs no new covenant 
R 3 to 
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as refulcing 
- = ED 


te require e of them. J And this is jaſt the caſe of ſuch 
28 enter into the covenant of the Goſpel ; Thoſe relation thy 


reſult from it, of Paſtor and People, brother and brother, mem. 
berand member, and all the duties incumbent upon thoſe relati 
ons, require no ne cohenant to the exerciſe of them. As (to | 
make uſe of bis ow fimihtade) be that bindes himſelf tobe 
covenant- bee e walk wich his fellow - ſervan 
in the family, acc ow to the order thereof, & c. So it is inthe 

wean Family of He that covenants with God to be his 
ervant in 205 place, as Steward or otherwiſe ; bindes hifhſclf 
co walk with all his fellow- ſervants in the Family, according to 
the Orders thereof, in any relation that reſults from his firſt co. 
venant, I make uſe of bis own words again, 5. 50. L Ar am 
e be 2 de e N to God, ana duty to bus f lem eres 


15 
elle Bu We of the geßßel 
1 5 — 0 5 E 


. iſo ee to al 
Q men, in any relation to 
the Church be diflolved, 
ound 8 that confederacy ( the con- 
lerts pag. 70.) whereever they have oppor- 
n anorher Church, t the aRuall 
"The general or implicit coves, | 
5 , and d yerke pleads for the necefficy of an ex- 
72 bere ts; ( ſaies he J apeculiar or be. 
Poople, 2 re ovenant af tþe esl 


* aer and 


YT, | 7. A. Hookers Kur vey, &c. 
He bach often ſaid, The Implicit is ſufficient; The Goſpel ſaies, 
Let bien that & tang bit in the Word, make him that teacheth him 
nartaker of all. bu goods; ] If a man come and ſit down under a 
ipiſter, this Rule of toe Goſpel bindes him to maintenance 
of that Miniſter, though there be no explicit covenant at all be- 
een them : All that can be ſaid, is, (but what him ſelf ſaies, 
_ pag 73.) That this explicit covenant lomerimes (for ſometimes 
thelmplicit will ſerve) makes him a Paſtor to this pe ople, ra- 
ther theo to another : which is only a matter of order and con. 
yeniency; not of abſolute neceſſity. And therefore when ke 
ue in anſwer to the firſt Argument of M. Ruth, LI Will A 
an mar living, whether any man can charge another to be bus ſer- 
nant, or be him to be his Maſter, unleſſe there be a maruall engage- 
ment: The like may be ſaid, touching a Miniſler and people. | He 
night baveremembred, that he hath confeſſed often, that an 
Plicit covenant. will ſerve between M niſter and people, but 
o between Maſter and Servant, Husband and Wife: And 
Withall, the compariſon fails in the main legge: For Miniſter 
and people (and ſo member and member) are not properly 
Maſter and Servant; but as hand and foot, eye and hand, & c. of 
ame body, to the ſame Head: For 1 ask, Which is the Ma- 


let the Miniſter ? they make him indeed but the peoples ler- 
ae; encraſting bim wich the Keys; Or the people? they are to 
eck to the Miniſter by the Rule of the Goſpel: They are 
indeed fellow. ſervants in the fame Fami but in a ſubordifia- 
ee. The Steward and inferiour ſervants are not 8s Maſter 
its, but both ſervants to one Maſter : As then, he that 
es with his Lord to be a Steward, needs uot make g co Cor. 4 1. 
wat leich the ſeryants ; but the Relation geſolts from his coves Minifers of 
wied his Lotd; and be duties low from that Relation; Fb and 
hk of the Steward to the other Servants, and of the ſervants, 1 
one Steward z And they are by vertue of their firlt covenants of God. 
news in place of a Stewatd, the other as ſervants to per- The v-ſtor is 


725 . it is with a Miniſter. and che Miniſter of 
of their relations. So it is. with a Miniſt unk Chriſt as well 


as of [his own 


xopl : He that devotes bimſelf to Chriſt as Mimiſter, 
* place of Steward, to him firſt, and then to his people, in all flock. Deſence 
5 of = Miniſter. And be that devotes bimſclf to Chrilt 75. pojrionr, 


orſervancor member, is firſt Chriſts ſervanc, and 1 p.31. 
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dinated by — bis Fam co off duties, to Cle Chef 


and to bis fellow. 0 er 
a dteres Gl, the ww Pay, : 

niſter tot NY Miniſter is befor 
Church. E as 
man a Miniſter, but only to be their Miniſter to avoid con 
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vindicared, and his anſwers to chem cafily 


lenve it ro M. Rurberferd to vindicate them 


upon M. Rab, LT a Paſtor my 
i before he is dle cted by a partics- 
Ner of f people, and of no partic 
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ö aking the 5 er and giving chem 


+," opens 


2 . + > . * E, : : 
174 re | 
TS, £6475 : 
* £ 
Jet prop order of 
- = « Tx : 
- » 


K 1 diflolved; is-he 


in What tank ſocvet be 
, befort he be a Mi. / 


* Wo 
ep ty I \ QI * 


tes choice doth nor mike: 


and making Miniſters, hach, doth, 
ene ly the Arguments of M. Ru- 


rap ela That only co rake 
2 Aly preſume y Hotice of ſome paſſage 


Targa 


ZZ ˙ . en aw aac £oA 


Chap. 7. NM. Hookers Survey, &c. 


her of a particular Congre gat ion, is no member eſ a viſible Church, 
| oe Pater mey be amember of a viſible Church, = yet, &c. 
ere fire he may be a member and no member.] x 
Bur 1. again, This ſeems a Paradox only to them, that deny 
general viſible Church at all, and holding only particular 
. e which is con futed above. 7s 
This argument may be rctorted upon himſclf. For thus 1 
argue againſt bis Church covenant, and gathering of Chacches. 
Hall the members of the viſible Church be members of parti- 
cular Congregations, then there is no need of gathering Chur- 
ches or any explicit covenant at ſuch a combining: The reaſon 
they are already gathered, and members in covenant with 
L me particular Churches: And if there be any ſuch gathering 
of members, it's injurious to thoſe Churches, a ſtealing of mem- 
bersrather then a gathering of Churches, 
3. If all the members of the viſible Church be members of 
| may Congregation, how could M. C. ſay, | That they Tue Wan o 
bat come from Old England unto them, come over to them 4s . 
wewbers of no particular Church at all: ] therefere they are 
members of a viſible Church, and yet no members of a parti- 
cular Church: For that a man once a member of the Church of 
Aland, ſhould without any fault of his own be made no mem- 
Hy ſuck a Paradox, or rather Heterodox to the Churches. of 
d, as the world never heard till theſe laſt times, 

4 I put it home once more in theirown way, upon their 
own principles: There may be viſible Saints, not yet gathered 
into a Church way: Theſe are (ſaies he) like fo many hewn 
liones, not yet laid in the building; or looſe pearls not made 
into a bracelet : Now I world ask, Ate the ſe members of a 
viſible Cherch or no ? If any ſay No, then a viſible Saint may 
be no member of a viſible Church, for he is not yet of a parti- 
cular Church: and ſo he is a member of a Church and no mem- 
der: If he ſay, they are members of the viſible Church, then a 
man may be a member of a Church; and yet no member of a 
Church : There is no way to avoid this, but by granting a ge- 
neral viſible Church: as well as particular viſible Churches, 
Which are the members of thar,which yer be doth deny, 


5+ One thing more, he ſaies pag. 84. WHaterials of gathered 
8 Churches 


OB bean converted by Mins be 
a feb J WhenceT 10: Fam 4 

1 before thy 

icy $3 I mean gathered 

_ not * 

members. 

— — were convert- 

ed by Miniſters it our —— EE Then a Miniſte- 

rial Church, as alſo Miniſters, are their Churches, coo - 
fidered as Totum Eſſentials, 

3. It is an confeſſion of this Authour : For it clew- 

ly holde our this to the world, That they arc but Nurſes it the 

3 22 or rather they do but ſteal out 

erden. children from us, upon whom we have ſpent our ſtrength; | 

which how they will anſwer to God, I know not, let chen 


M. Retherford had faid, It is an unwarrantable way, to ſay, 
that Paſtors as Paſtors are not ſent to Indians: He anſwers, 
| [There warrant eneugh 16 affirm that, evidence enough 16 provi 


22 but of Ordination, and power of a 
aſter. 

But 1. he granted that the Apoſtles 28 Paſtors did convert 
and plant Churches a little before, . 4. and if they did, — 
ay, not Paſtours alſo be ſaid to convert and planc C 


See ind, cla uv. 1. If Paſtors as Paſtors are not ſent to convert Indians ; then 
pag · 43. — — 


this Aﬀertion, when he comes to 
— of « Por. But I finde little ſaid to it there: 
2: pap. 63, 


M. Hookers Serve), &c. : 
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Cu Ar. VIII. 1 


come in the 


£ Of the Church Totum Homogeneum, and the Conflicuion 
precedency of it. of the Church 
& Teras Inte - 


3 [ Whether a company grele. 
nf" ge ; are truly called, * 
Pod Se ruteryÞ- org Lee 61121 —— 
wherher a Chuck eſſential is before a Church Miniſterial, orga- 
brow political, for theſe are all ove thing : For the reſolving 
of which, be premiſes a diſtinQion : Pen the Church is caled dt ef 
Aal, that Word may be nen in a double conſideration. Gio golds 
[er 4 implying any 5 power in the exerciſe of any and official, 
: ſo acompan) aſſociated have peer of admiſ[ton of 
ander, and alection of Officers, &c. 2. Arad, for an office 
power, lc. ] But this diſtinction is meerly begged, not proved, 
1, That the power or rather liberty for people to aſſociate into 
Js is ever called a mes power, or ſuch an act, 


lad, | power, or a Church-a&; much 

leſſe wax his liberty ever called a Miniſterial power. Nay rather 

Kiva duty, and there is conſequently a necellicy for every be- 

ever to aſſociate with ſome Congregation ( as was ſaid 
one) und therefore very improperly called Minuſteriall, 2. It 
d, not yet proved, That either they have power to 

40 ther 3 N —.— gt 

ima vico,) or appt with- 

out ll to eee their though they 

Bay withdrew from them, which every —— may do. 
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or that particular.candleRtick and candle ; Thar this candleſtc 


1. The Apoſtles are! ſaid to be ſet in the Church, but they wer 


before the Church, for they gathered it by converting the ſi. 
gle members, | and uniting them luto a Church. 

2. When the Paſtors arc ſaid to be ſet in the Church it implie; 
the Paſtors were Paſtors, before they were ſet in the Church; 
as the candle may be made before the candleſtick, though i 
cannot be ſet in it before it be made. So there is nothing gottes 
this way. | 

2, The Officers or Miniſters muſt neceſſarily be before rhe 
Church, and a miniſterial Church before the homogeneous t for 
how could they be converted, and be baptized, without a Mini. 
ſter, ot be fit materials of a Church, ſo to aſſociate, Cc. as often 
laidafore;-, : - N 

3. The Text ſpeaks not of a particular Church, but of the ge- 


netal viſible Church; at leaſt, it is controverted, and muſt not 


be begged; The Apoſiles were never ſet in any particulit 
Church Oc E28 2 | 5 

4. Thoſe compariſons of a Candle and Candleſtick, Corpo 
ration and Mayor, Husband and Wife, are ſtrained too hard, 2 
hath been often ſaid. And M. Ruch. fajes well, 7 be Cburcb is the 
Candleftich,, net ſimply Without Candles. ] For 1. When Chil 
threatens to remove the Candleſtick, be means, to unchurch 
them by removing the Candles, the Miniſters : For he ſpeaksit 
primarily to the Angel, ſeeondatily to the Church; 9. 4. I will 
remove thee, and with chee the Church: Himſelf conte ſſeth is 
much, p.93. L Ii is true, to remove the Candleftich is to remove 
the Miniſiry: ] but he addes, L becauſe the Miniſtry depend: 
en the Church] We ſay, becauſe the Church depends on the 
Miniſtry; And if the Miniſtry be totally removed, the Church 
ceaſeth to he a Church. The Church without ber Officers, fora 


while, is ſaid to be a Church, becauſe ſhe is a part or member of 


the viſible Church; but that is improperly, as was ſaid afore. 
And if he preſſe the Alluſion too hard, and fay, L Is « croſſe i 


A mens apprehenſicns, that the Candleſtick ſhonld be no longer ſi 


then the Candle i init: ] It is a8 proper for us to ſay, [ Ie 4 
Crofſe to all mens apprehenſions, that a candle ſhould be - 1 er 4 
candle then. Whnle it ts in tis candleſtick; J ls ic not true of this 


: 


was 


SSS Ess 1 11⸗•ĩ⸗lKœł6 


„ ov wy ==» 


K. ” 
, —— 1 1 17 1 - 
Wa 1 9 mn © „ ? 
> 5 * * 
r 


r 
a We 
WR 74 


— —_— 


Chap.$. 


II. Hookers Sve, C. 33 


was before this or that candle; and that this or that candle was 
older, and ſo before this or that candleſtick? So 2 Paſtor or 
Miniſter may be before this Congregation, and a Congregation 
may be before this Miniſter 3 though from the beinning ( as 1 
Gid ) the Miniſters that convert and baptize the members of a 
Congregation, muſt neceſſarily be before them. 

2. If the ¶ burch be not a (burch without Officers, then as oft 
4 the Officers die, the ¶ hurch dieth alſo; I anſwer. 

1, It doth ceaſe to be a Church properly ſo called; yea, when 
it had Officers, it was but improperly called a Church (as we 
have proved above) being only a member of a Church. 2. If 

continue ever without Officers, they muſt needs ceaſe to 
bea Church. And if thete were not a viſible Church, and a way 
of making Officers, from whence Officers may be ſupplied, they 
would ccaſe to be a Church, and die with or not long after 
* their Officers : He implics, that Churches may be diſſolved by 
perſecution, p. 70. And in this place, he comes ſomewhat near 
this that we lay; CL It © granted on all hands that where Officer: 
are not, there i no communion in the Sacraments : ] But lay I, 
Where there is no communion in the Sacrament of Baptiſm, 
there can be no Church long: For if none kan baptize but a 
-Miniſter, and there be no Miniſter to baptize their children (as 
well as none to preach and infiru& them) they cannot conti- 
nne to be a Church: therefore ere long there will be no Church- 
communion, and conſequently no Church. 3. But the help is, 
( as they were before but a member of the whole Chuch, ſo) 
they are members (till of the whole viſible Church, which all- 
Waies hath in it Officers in one place or other, which Catholike 
vilible Church, they denying, bring themſelves to theſe and o- 
tber abſurdities. But he ſcems t illuſtrate, rather then to prove 
his aſſertion by an Argument A/imili: L Doth a Corporation 
when it puts out a Wicked Mayor, deſtroy their liberties, and nulli- 
fe their {orpor ation ? ] Theſe compariſons ( which illuſttate a 
thing much, but"prove little) do often deceive our brethren : 
For a Congregation is not a Corporation properly, but a mem- 
ber or company of a Corporation. Now though a Corporation 
by ſome particular priviledges contained in their Charter, max 
have power to put out à wicked "vp e 
of 


4 &c, Do they they 
Charter be produced, | 


7 grantee (inan ordinary regula 
mak — or the compariſ 


| . lo 
their Officers: Both which (be knew) 


Sade: Chorch Minifterall, and lo Miniſters ur be 


fore the Church , We have proved at | 
Chep.5» Thither I referre the Reader, and _ to the al 
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. for diſcorery of ſuch a con- 


N 5 4 1 e but it @ri{eth from order or office, 
* fi the appointment end mftitution of Chriſft,] But 
b contradicted in the Margine, p.95. where be di- 
rh jurildi&ion into fraternal ande ial ; which is the 
EE Try een, Turn! jw 
þ. 90. ta raternal ju» 
leems a contradiction in adjefto for the fraternity 
> order or office, (which himſeif — to he one and the 
:) and therefore by his own Rule have no jariſdiction. The 
is, that he ſaiet, it is fraternal! jurisdiction in a large 
4 Alarg ſeaſe indeed, and the common people of 2 City 
> roo ſaid to have fraternal jariſdiion in the govert- 
the City, as the brethren in the Church: Seeing neither 
f them have any office or order to exerciſe juriſdiction: Let it 
beobſerved, that theſe Brethren are forced tb coin new diſtin- 
ions, to maintain their New way; as new Governours in a 
Late coin and mint new money to countenance their Autho- 
; It was never heard in any age of the Church, in the 
Pulpits, Wricings of Learned men, that jutildiction 
waerer intended of any but official juriſdiction. And himſelf 
lies fully to the point, [ Tb very nature of the terms giverin 
—— this 7 ruth, utio jurie, or diftio juris, the an- 
CR" this kinds of power, being 
7 Thu Ad rene. _ wants he Office — 
Ut 198 wer fit jor : office OW to ipea 
ley Noe 25 miniſterial ages power to the _ 
--— cory is to confound the notion of things clearly diſtin, £1 8 
— the confuſion of that way. that coins ſueh diſtin- 
Lr e jeriſa tion or Rule can be exerciſed, but only 
e nn On 154 This Rule is true, but then he ſhould 
the Acts of Office or Order: For though 
— of hh ſome as, yet not thoſe which are 
— 7. much leſſe thoſe that are in all mens jadge- 
Clan dc 105 of Office or Rule: Such as are Ordination 
and excommunication of members or Officers: — 
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* Chriſty that's the Rule; But che fraternity are no Officers a 


Act of cenſures ot excommunication, though a Miniſter or Ef- 


_ called thereunto: 80 that though there be no power to hinder 
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they confeſſe, ¶ Ordination i a Work e Rule, Tbe Way, 5. 48. 
The 7 os Re heck Pa per pr day and depoſition © 
of Miniſters are the bigheſt atts, Apol. Nat. p. 9. ] But theſe they | 
500 to the Fraternity, 2s is often affirmed by this Authour, — | 
M.Cotton.and the reſt ; Now thus I argue, Ordination and Ex- 
communication, &. ate higheſt Acts of Office or Rule: No 
Juriſdiction is to be exerciſed but by Officers appointed by 


& N 7 4 ws . : 5 
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pointed by Chriſt ; therefore they cannot exerciſe Juriſdiction 
in any act of it, much · leſſe in the higheſt acts which yet they 
grant, to the contradiction of reaſon and themſelves, 

[3, Such an Officer (ſaies he) meeds no other power to execute 
his office, nor cdu any power linder him in it, J That is wholly 
gtanted, when he is lawfully called to act his power. He hath 
habitually power in himſelf al waies to exerciſe his power ; but 
ke needs opportunity or a call to put it into act: And when be 
is called to act it, no other power can, that is, ought to hindet 
him in it. But it muſt be remembred, that a man in office needs 
a call to exerciſe his power: As in preaching and baptizing, &. 
a Miniſter bath a power to exerciſe thoſe Acts in his own, ot * 
other Congregations, when he is called, and none may hinder 
him; ſo much themſelves do grant and practiſe: And as for the 
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der hath habitually ſuch a power, yet he cannot excrciſe it 2. 
lone, but ins conjanRion with others: Thoſe other Acts he 
may put forth ſingly and alone, ſuppoſing ſtill a call: But theſe 
latter he cannot put forth but in a combination; in his own 
Congregation, ſo in a Claſſis or dy nod, ſuppoſiog him lawfully 


him in exereiſe of his power; yet there is ſomething more tequ- 
red to bring it into Act: And if it be ſo in a Congregation, we 
ſee yet no reaſon but it may be ſo in a Presbyterian Church: we 
{hall attend his reaſons againſt it. 

Arg. 1. L C burches combined have no more power then befirt 
reeir combination, for they have no more Officer ner Officers thts 
7 — T berefore ihers is no jariſdickion Precbyterial.| To this! 

Wer, | 


_— The Antecedent with its proof, are both denied ; for oy 
| A 
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ee yerrhat . not from new 
but is an AR of the ſame power com ny and 
$ can do more then ſingle, vs unit fortior: No 
5 — can excommunicate another member, 
ed they a: And as this is for the good of the whole 
| that the whole Church as they, or the Officers 
* ch, 25 we tay, ſhould have power over particular perſons : 
$ oit Mi forthe good of many Churches; that the whole Chaſſis 
er over the ſingle Congregations, 
oy * M. Cotten and himfelf — 2 power to Synods more then See Vd cla v. 
toparticular Paſtors and Elders of a Congregation, yet require pag. 53. 
9061 [Ber Officers; Government'1s'an Ack of many in 
| are fi 1 more or fewer, reſulting from Order ot Office 
ane i is not of any one Officer ſingle ; Look then, as 
3X 6 _ n or Rule ina Congregationall presbyrery,ariles from 
the Offi ey bot cannot be exerciſed but in a conjunction; and 
| nonew Off or power is added, but is an Act of the (ame Of: 
e fen So (if chere be the ſame reaſon or neceſſi- 
iſdiction or Presbyteties, as of Congregatio. 
> ſufficiently, if there were nothing elle, mani- 
_ he juriſdi&tion of a Claſſical presbytery ariſerk 
ow a anew Off bur is only an Act of the fame! 
n We.. 
5: [If have Furiſdi ction over al the — in 
1 ee them : But that mate. 
E. „ Tor quots, Gr. ] And a little after thus he 
ten: 1% anthorimuive Ads iſſue from bim, either 4 a 
Ne, (<5 to bus flock, or not bis flock, ) I as no 
| ditkionts exerciſed by ong no Þ ator, contrary 
ers Poſer then le is a Pluraliſt, &c.] 
lof all theſe ſeeming abſardities is this, A dou- 
x. That there is no Church univerfall vi- 


* ſible; 


a partic A a Gueier call th 

| to ather Churches, e; J. Ri 

acid granted by themlely (in doctrine and practice) u 

pobtions, p 133 preaching and adminiſtring Sarramenta, in other, or to mem. 
rs of other Congregations, ( which is all one) Without any | 

of being a Pluraliſt : Now thence, thus I argue 1 Thele 

itative Acts he exerciſes upon other Congregations, iſue 

ae . If as no Paſtor, then | 


; which-a Miniſter puts forth i in ks 
| —— n Paſtor but chen 


Act ol Rule | ohe out of office 2 or mecrl 
— Paſtor's Dur then ( by hivehird —_ he needed no other | 
8 eee his office er hinder him: 

this is evidently ta and alone e- 
ariſdiction, With otbers: and 
— — cer omen act of Jul. 
"On | de theres « power hat an kinder him, that is, the 
83 eee that this power iſſues hot 
um m ot (for ir iſſues allo from a Ruling | 
—— And if this be 
Aby may: — —— 
reed up- 
— eee tothis — in the 
Drasbran As for thoſe 
of a a Paſtor in tir Congregs- 

tion, 


bs ha leave them 0 Muir to make them 


FA * 35 . * | FP 
ner . uten and Trachin 4 20 pars things 
7 together, For both 1 from the office 
EN To this many things may be ſaid, 
ae are not inſeparable; for the 

h Juriſdition but teacheth not. 


— that Ruling doch not al waies iſſue from 
or. Teacher, but from the office of a Ru- 


hes 0 wh: (Paſtorand Teacher two dittin& Officers, 
— fe <xckingiues not from the office of a Paſtor, 


&-- Pigs 5 4 ation which is made of Juriſdiction and Teach- 
A boalyio he AG, not in the Habit or Subject; The Pa- 
& fol a Congregation when he reacketh, doth not exerciſe ju- 
cif; a on b enſurest nor when he cenlures, doth he at the ſame 

dme reac ; þ : chough when be teacheth, be is habitually a Ruler; 
| wdul he rules, he is habitually a Teacher; Both meet in the 
. = on, not in the ſame Act: yea, they are not capable of 
| * ectiog ag io the ſame Act; becgule he teaches ſingle and alone, 
| d exerciſe mARof Juriſdiction, bur in a combination 
r n is of no force : For they 

e ſevered in a Claſſicall, chen in a Congregationall 

n pee habitually joyncd in both, and in both 


arrics this Argument, to my apprehenſion, as if the 

| wy think, that a Paſtor might not exerciſe any 
þ anche i is Congregation , but — in a claſſical Presby- 
5 * — ch.is 8 great-@iſtake : as they cannot but kh⁰ο]/t. who 
15 Atbeir bac is ; The reſt that. follows for two leaves together, 
fark. and therefore I (ball nor crouble my ſelf or 
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the care of all che Chorcbes; Then « Paſtor 4 8325 
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ing, pog ay.” ho g Pe "w 2 | | eating (Flt ir 
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1 ” ic If mo may be a Þ aftor of a people, of whom 
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tarily ſubmit 
to him bein 


for the good of the whole precinQ, not ſingle, but in a pag. 157. 
tion. A the Julticesof peace in a County, have their di- 
contmed by themſelyes, or their habitations to 
hey all meet together at the Seſſions, for the good 

d in conjunction do Acts of Government, which 


dley could not do fngle; yet not by any new power or ore 


* ay, Paſtor of one Congregation muſt never do 
. Wy pattoral or miviſtecial Act to another Congregation, or to 
- my member of another in his own Congregation; for then he 


6 cl en and maintained by ſuch, as to whom he offici- 


0 b 7 Tiling of | erminations and cenſares, muſt be car- 
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41 To Te Cloſes eeuc | 
ce, Kt.] This fals SLE ow chk own 

art cenſures —— me ere as hold. 


tbemlelves; ; other part — ot relitve them/elue1 ( 
are his own = ) 25 have their fulſcope to e 
their Church-p o the full; and ſe their courſe caunot atrain 
2 ns om ported by our Saviour, wheſe wiſes 
'»/tr, nme The 8. Ar», | 


e een thus, Le Charchine | 
Iſtar fo diSpenſe al cen ſuret and 3am there pre every | 
emi rot des 8. bs this anſwer, with the A. 


| the like Arg; 
Anſw, to Dil. Ment 3 LV. Church in an — hy 
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ſenting Bre. ce, * 72 f 
then concern. gs , „ SH „ 
ing Ordinati . 2 2 be, agg | ng the w | 


on, p. 196. 9 of of if they had opptts 


If there were but one 

the world; they ſhould have all 

(422. Fernſalem they had, 

rs Be etzation) not as being but one 
* r deig achen . And (as we have 
rn nene le Church is but but one body, and if it were 
Meet in one place, to diſpenie all Ordi- 

Chr together: which makes it evident, 


Power the particular members, that is, particular 
Congrats have, they have it from the whole, Lad ooghe 
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obe Congregatior they had but fo many Elders ſutable to the 
| mmberofthe people;bur avpeople multiplied, ne w officers were 
Mel, perhaps more then the ficſt 3now I ask, Might thoſe 3, 
a eltordained, aſſume all and ſole power of all Ordinan- 
etz and exclud the other ? They will not ſay it: whence it ap- 
ars, chat t e firſt had all power, not as {0 many, but as the 
whole number then in being: Say the ſame ofa Church in an 
Hand; and © all his diſcourſe upon this Argument is eaſily an- 
eee. But I (ball put it to him in his own way: They 
ball and ſole power in a Congregation, be it more or leſſe 
numbers Some ſay 7. is the leaſt to make a Church: Theſe 
being chen a Ohurch haue all and ſole power to diſpenſe all 
Ordinances-amongft themſelves: Suppoſe to theſe be added 20, 
dz more; will he ſay, thoſe 7. may alone without the other 
nber added, diſpenſe all Ordinances, now, becauſe they 
ole do ſo when they were no more but 7 ? yet this Will fol- 
clear upon his own grounds; bers ( faics be) there Pag. 125. 
rar ane power' to the ſame ende, there may le and onght 
en (ave operations: Ther: be all Officers which Chriſt bath 
panes; Al arc enjoyned to put forth all their operations, and 
. operariſequitur eſſe: Where there is an office or power appointed by 
dea ien needs ne other power to authorize the Work © nor can 
aur u:] Therefore (ſay I) thoſe 7. may alone without 
ea zo. added, diſpenſe all Ordinances: Adde moreover, 
wic he laies in the next Page (is an abſurdity againſt combi- 
daten of Churches with that one Church:) [| S»ppoſe a ¶ hure h 
| am creffed in the Wildernes alone ; If this Church ſhould 
# the] n Ordinance? before any other 
reed by if thoſe that come after them do abridge them 
 ibatliberty, they have power over them; but power they have 
nar one Congregation hath not power over another, ] Apply 
aue former caſe; If thoſe 7. could act all thoſe cenlures, & 


before 
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them; but power they hin 


emer 5 ons: And becauſe he fears mr, 


ee combined wichel 


to ſet * 


power over the new 


abc 
Church or not? If it rt of that pon · 
855 is as 05 


eee e 


A by ſchiſm or hereſie, it cin. 

f es, or elſe muſt com 

to — ——— — 
gregation: One member bath no power oder another; Before 
rarer he were all equal; but in things that concem. 
body, the greater number have power over the leſſe; 


of the ee of every particular men» 


e r members ur 
— ů — of Ordinances in a C 


n; ſo it ſeems requiſite chat Cm — do aſſociue 
the better managing of all Ordinances for the good of the | 


whole. So much for that. 


In che next place, be argues from. the nature of 2 Church, 
a conſider the particulars, a and ſpeak a word 't0 4 
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denten 2 gp 


FIC fat. 18.17. alludes to à Church thut 
rene tothe, EW: e, and not of: 
which was dot then erected or choogk 
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I. Hookers Survey, &c. 


1 ; The people did but nominate che mes, the Apoſtles: by 
pPrier and tion of hands, appointed them to the office, nor 


ic theꝝ officiate till this was done. But let us tate his grain 
alt, his wiſe and wary explication as he cals it. This power 
may be conſidered three waies. 


5 In the riſe and reaſon of it, which is taken, Firſt, From the 
hn and Secondly, From the principle: We follow him a 


| . <TD The end (as in all combinations ) ij the common good, and 


u maſt bave means to at miu it, to theſe each man muſt bimie 


| himſelf, and ſabmit to be dire ctod or cenſured by the whole, &c.] 
But I would have it conſidered, 
, That chis which is ſpoken with reſpect to a particular 


is true of che whole Church viſible. It is a combinati- 


| pn Chriſtians wich Chriſt the Head and all the members in 


heir relations of Officers and people ( as hath been ſaid ) the 


5 cad of it is the common good of the Body; this muſt have means 


pattainit, co thoſe means each muſt binde himſelf, and ſub- 
imfelt to he directed, or cenſured by the whole; And if 


A de true of particular members, it is as true for particular 


LOngregations, "The end is, the common good of the whole 
Toy the Charch ; this muſt have means to attain it ( whereof 
ombination. of Churches is one) to thoſe means and rules, 


| ach p. ticalar Church muſt binde it ſelf to attend, and in caſe 
ao not, to ſubmit to other Churches to be directed and re- 


med, or elſe to yeeld to the whole, that it may be cenſured ; 


2 Fer otherwiſe (ta uſe ſtill his own word.) the end cannot be at- 
ed, ner the means attended to profit, or any power full ſucceſſe 
| man: And adde the reſt, L For if each Church may do 


what i good in their own eyes, proceed according to their own 


Kaſure, (6 that none may cro ſſe or control them by any power, 
ere muſt of neceſſity plow the diſfraction and deſolation of the 


Nele; When esch Church hath liberty (as they have in re- 


ſpe of other Churches, if they be Independent) to follow 


dhe own Imagination, and humerous devices; ſeeking their 


lar, but oppoſe one another, and all prejudice the pub- 


| i good: I wonder how theſe meditations miſſed the Reve- 


gur, but chat he was fo taken up, and amuzed wich 
* the 


898 


Cpl. TIA 


che power of a particular Chorch, that he quite forgot the Ge- 


2: It is true, All ſhould aim at the common good: but toy 
hardly is this attended by a multitade, who have equal] power, 
one as much as another, ro admit members, and make Offi 
cers, c. what horrid and abborred diviſions have fallen out in 
ſuch popular choices and tranſactions, ſtories are full. One pan 
wilt admit or chuſe, others will not, or chuſe another; neither 
party will yeeld ; and perhaps ſeparate ſome with one Othcer 
ſome another; who (hall deeide it ? The greater part, you will 
ſay ; but we were told afore,they commonly are the worſt : per- 
haps heretical,c#c. And if a part muſt eatry it, then the whole 
do not act the power, nor do the Officers act by power received 
Wy _ A ſales b 

is poteſtas judici; apper mins to all (ſaies he) ih yen, Mat, 
18.15. ire, 1 er. . 5 But if this judgement be but the 
f of diſcretion, it is no Eccleſiaſtical power, 28 was 
id : And as for the firſt-Text, That a brether ſhould rebuke 
him that offends him, or tel} him his feult between themſelves, 
it is no act of judgement, much lefſe of Eccleſiaſtical power; for 
that is publike, this is private, and is a morall duty that concerns 
ſuch as arc not members of any Chareh, yea, very Infide!s, Lev. 
19.17. The other tent is meunt of Eceleſiaſticel judgement, but 
with reſpec to the Officers only; at feaſt that's the Queſtion, 
and muſt not be begged. bs. 

2. { The principle (from which this powey ariſes) is laid in vr 
tare: It's a ftayle Rule, &&c. No mas buth Bec leſiaſt ical power 
over another by nature ; nr con ir be inipofed by rbe Nlagiſtrae; 
there fire is muſt come by mutuall and free J The principle 
is granted, but the conſequence is denied, in his Tenſe, meant of 
an explicit conſent in or with a Congregation, We have (aid and 
proved, that this eonſent was implicitly: paſſed at a mars fil 
converſion, or ſubjection to Chriſt, and by bis Rule, all Chriſti 
ans, (and fo —— muſt ſubmit to one another, 

as well in 


S © == r 


r 


according to leſiaſticall relations, as private. 
And this covenant or-confent is the root or principle whereup- 
on this Ecclefraſticall power of Officers over people, and many 


Churches overone, 
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It @hiiftian- convert come from Chins,- into a place where 
_— Churches, no particular Church may compel him to 
aueh it, Bur intely none may refuſe him, if he be fie ( as is 
nowſappaſed 5 and will joyn with them. Nor is it free forbim 
jay 0 hep} yea, if there were but one Church, he muſt 
| and they muſt not tefuſe him; If there be many 
and he bound to joyn with obe, there mult be power 
'Eccleſiaſticaily to compell him to joyn ſo far as 
— — ——— —_— ſufficient taken 
8 | and Religion, which ſeeing ao particu» 
la Charch hath, chere muſt be a combination of many — 
lu, to over · rule ſuch as walk irregularly, and will joyn with 
done all. If it be ſaid, Every man muſt withdraw from his 
company, this is um,, with publike cenſure, and in the In- 
way an Eecleſiaſtical power. Thus much of the riſe 
thepower:: We come to the ſecond. 

The mauner of communication of this power, and that is 

thus: {Theſe Who are thaw met together, baving power diiperſed 
aun themſelves, they voluntarily conſent to unito this their pow= 
4 develne it, p oze, to when they wil ſubmit, walling 
if © brif,&c. and this right thre devolved upon = 


— er right of office properly (6 called: ] To this 1 


«Be; We — Sn ſee from whence theſe deſtruRive courſes 


— Church and State proceed; Even from hence, the 
. to make and un- 


wer originally in the. people 
. 7 — Whether our brethren learn d ie 
ie levellers, or the Levellers of them, I cannpt ſay; but 
lexate the very ſame: The Levellers ſay, [The peo- 
ee tegerbe-, having power difperſed amo — they 
any 5 Conſens ro write their pamer, and it upon one 
| _—_— vil ſubwit, making by the Rules of Righteenſueſ, 
* eibereof. and ibi Right of 
| 1 — upon ons, is officiam ; or the r. be 


- e: for juſt 
0 eee eee 


deſtituere; 
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2 Tim. 3,2. 


16 Chap. 11. C Review'of 2 
See p. 196. Aieffünuere; which is deſtructive to all government, both cl Ml 1 
and Ectletnſtical, 0 e a 
2. And this alſo is the * by which the wotſt of Se. / 

paratiſts do practiſe (with whom out brethrer diſclaim com- | 


low in our Authour, [ This their outward callitng, by which 


King's middle way) They place all power radi- | 
cally and originally in the people; who meet together and vo- 
luntarily conſent to unite their diſperſed power, and devolve it 
upon one, to whom they will ſubmit, c. reſerving a powet to 
reſume their power if be pleaſe them not: And mark what fol- 


they ave warranted to att, and to put forth their abilities and mi. 
niſterial Authority over ſuch a people :] And juſt fo ſay the Le- 
vellers. But certainly the firſt Officers of the Church did not 
ſo teceive their Call and Authority, but from Chriſt himſelf: 
And the ſucceeding Officers were made by them, and ordained 
by them, and they charged to commit their power and the diſ- | 
penſation of it to other faithful men; and ſo it was carried on, 
through all generations of the Church, till this Levelling 


3. Our Reverend Authour granted above, that an Implict 
Covenant or conſent was very ſufficient to gives Miniſter Av 
thority over a people; and now he requires a meeting together 
of all, and a voluntary explicit conſent to unite their power 
and —— — For however this might ſeem ret- 
ſona ble, ac fi gathering of a Churth, of people altogetbet 
free to chuſe a Miniſter, whom they would; yet in Churches 
conſtituted, and true Churches ( as ours are acknowledged to be) 

a by people meeting together, is no waicy ne- 
ceſſary. But if any perſon come and firdown in that Congte- 
gation, and joyn with them in all Ordinances, here is an im- 
plicit couſent, and that ſufficient 3 Vet then this ſuppoſes that 
Miniſter not to be called, or to reccive his Authority from tbat 
88 his Church) but to be found a Miniſtet in 
| — ogy — —— 1 So that all that — be 
yeeldedis That the. people meeting together, and vo- 
luncarily"conſenting to chuſe a Miniſter -tomhor chey will fi 
mit, ce. does hor make him a Miniſter, or give him his call and 
tachoriyto bea Miniſter (Far he is oppoſed s iner befor 
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: Chap.11. N. Hookers Survey, &c. 
this call ) bot only gives him a call to be their Miniſter; bd to 
xercile or put forth ( as he ſpeaks ) bis abilities and miniſterial] 
- Authority over them in a conſtant courſe, rather then to o- 


8 Its abſervable what the Aut hours of the Depnce of the 9. 
1 — 248 5. 158. L In deſiring ſegq/s of him (the Paſtor of an- 
other flock) and ſabmitt ing themſelves. to bis Miniſtry, they do 
now chuſe him :] So p.159. [ Women chuſe their Miniſter, that 
6, voluntarily ſubmit to him being choſen, &c. ] Is it not evident 
then, that the choice of the people does not make him a Mini- 
ter (for he is ſo before) bur only chuſe him to be their Mini- 
ſer; uolefſe they will fay, either that women or particular per- 
ſons coming to a Congregation, do every time make or re-make 
theMiniſter before ſetled; which they ſay, were irrational to 


| T6conclude this; The Reverend Authour therefore begs the 
Queſti®- (but proves it not) barely aſſerting this power in a 
ple, to give a Call and Authority to a Miniſter, or to give 
im the office of « Miniſter: whereas they give him only an op- 
ortunity to exerciſe his otficial Authority over themſel ves. And 
thisis the ground of their ſo many miſtakes; and his Inferences, 
ipon this removal of the rotten foundation, will fall with it. See 
L Hence (ſaies he) it © plain. That men may give a cal and 
her to ſuch and ſuch to be Paſtors, aud yer tlemſelves not Pa. 
n This is true in one ſenie; They that are not Paſtors but 
People, may give a call and power to another to be their Pa- 
tox ; but to ſay, that they, the people, can give him power and 
authority, that is, make him à Paſtor, a Miniſter, is a concluſion 
likethe premiſe or principle, begged but not proved: yea, it is 
. contrary to rules of nature and Scripture ; Nibil dat quod non 
laben The leſſer is bleſſed of the greater. 
8. LHaac⸗ the power of jud gement is not the power of office, . 
and therefore the Fraternity way have the one, when they have not 
ne eier] This is alſo begged in bis ſenſe; For if by power of 
gement he mean; the judgement of Authority, the frater- 
- ity have confeſſedly no ſuch power. If the jadgement of diſcre- 
Loo (which is granted them) my no Eecleſiaſtical power " - 
2 3 


8 Chap. 3 —— of 


id afore; Bat yer the power of judgement, which d they | 
2 to ordain or excommunicate-not only members by 
Migiſters alſo,” was ever held to belong to an Office and Ay. 
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